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‘WASIINGTON, April 12, 1809,
The Cuban Question llcl'nra the Cl.bh:el—

Hpanivh 1o

wative Views of Setreulry Yish=Ilecogni

Uen of Cuban Independeace Favored by the

Rest of the Cubinet,

“Tue Cuban question bas been very moch discussed
here to-day, and from alt that can be learned from
omMmclal quarlers 1t secma ot at all improbable that
trouble wiil grow out of the late infraction of inter-
natlonallaw by the officers of Fernando Catolicainthe
seizure of 1wo passengers from an American brig.
1t 18 well known here that the Cablnet 16 not & unit
wn the question off Cobod recognition. The matter
‘was serfously considered at the Cavinet meeting on
¥nday last; but, theugh no decision wes
amved at, the views of each member,
except perhaps Rawling, became knowrh Seor
retary Fish expressed very conservaive views.
3le feit as moch sympathy for the struggling
Oubans 88 &0y an, and carnestly hoped that their
eflorts to achieve independcnce might be crowned
‘with success; but &t the same time he deprecated
Ry offictal pronynciamiento on the part of the
sdministration in favor of one side or the other. e
thought it should be the policy of the United States to
remain perfectly neutral, and to adhere rigldly to the
©ld doctrine of mon-ntervention. In his opinion
< uba'sdestiny was annexation, which wonld come at
modisiant day withont any action un the part of
this government. *‘Let hier alone,™ sald Fish; “g.ve

* her & chance gingle handed t0 work out her ovwn des-

‘uny and she will gravitate towards the repubdlican
Unilon in sptie of every obstacle, Spaia will soon
Ure of reeisting the mandates of fate. Iroud though
she be, the old Castian monarchy will find that
she cappot afford o contlnve her eforts to
crosh out the fres sspirations of the re.
publican sentiment of Caba. It s enter-
prnis¢  too cosly and must be sbandoned,
wooner or later, But let the United States luterfere,
and Spain will not only exhaust her own resources
10 prevent our acquisition of the iland, but she
‘will druw 10 ber mssistance the combined strength
©f England end Frooce, snd we will have to combat
& coalitlon representing the most powerrul military
and naval forces in Europs. Why tempt this con-
test unpecessarily? Why arag the republio into a
formidavle war, when it has but just emerged from
1bemost formidable civil strife in the anpals of
Listory? Whal we need now 1s peace—peacs, unless
preserved at the sacrifice of honor, a sacrifice which
8 Dot even in question in the present condition of
affairs.,” Such gre the views of rremler Fish,
who belongeto the old conscrvative school, and
who 18 hardly equal 1o the live issues of the
bour. Grant has great confidence In hus Secretary
ol State; ang, though his private views are believed
not the same, still it 8 feared the foreign policy of
the sdministration will be ekaped and guided by
Mr. Fish, It 18 gratifying to learn that other
mwembers of the Cabdines are dAlawmetrically op.
posed 10 the jmoderale policy counselled by
the Secretary of State. Some of thiem urge
prompt and vigorous saction, and wsant the
Fremdent to proclaim a bold and manly pollcy in
regard 1o Caba. Dorie and Cresswell are sald to be
qulte entbusisstic 1o their sdvocacy of Cuban recog-
nitlon. They belleve we have had enough of truck-
Jing and subserviency to monarchical interests gnder
1he epeclous pretext of the sacrednesi of interna
ttopal law, and that tne time has come When we ought
%o takea frech start, not only reannouncing the
Monroe doctrine, but proclalming to the world
our {ntention tosweep from the continent the last
westige of moparchical dominatiqn. Since the news
of the ipsult to the American fiag nvolved ia the
scizure of pussengers from our American brig, the
feelings of Borie and Cresswell, and perhaps other
members of the Cabinet, have been turned more
strongly in the chaunel of Cuban sympathy, and &
more vigorous pollcy has been urged upon General
Grant. Leading Senstors and Representatives,
among the latier Genersl Banks, have walted upon
the President and Secretary Fish, and counselled an
lmmediate demand of a sallafactory explana-
Hon from Spanish authorities. But Fish still
hugs conservatism to his bosom, and repests his
timid warntngs about the dangers of a War with
8paln, England and France, He states that he has
23 yot recolved no ofctal information concerning
he alleged outrage, and that in the absence of such
knowledge hie cannot with propriety act,

In striking contrast with this slow coach pollcy of
Figh 1s the practical course of Vios Admiral Porter,
e would not walt for his subordinates to send atong
their despaiches whenever §t mizm sut
thetr but
to Admtral lloﬂ' 10 meke a report of the
fects  connected  With the supposed  out
rage and to promptly adopt such measures as
the nationg! honor might demand. In the first
place, Porter don't heditate to proclaim on which
side are his sympathies, aod 1n the second place, he
Lelleves 2 national insult should be avengea withont
the intervention of red tape. The Vice Admiral, it
e Lad his way, would not only order his subor.
nates to give the proud Spapterd Jessioifhe hes
Ansulted our fag, but, insnlt or no 1nsws, would let
Slibusters go away unmolested to the ald snd de-
uverance of the Cubans, Porter thinks the Cubans
«©nght 1o be recognized, holdiag that they are now fn
A better conditton than the Sontk was when Lurope
accorded her belligerent rights.
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