"CUBA

The Bevolution as Seen by an
Eye Witness.

CONDITION OF THE INSURGENTS.

THER POLICY AND MEANS OF WAR,

‘We 3mve recelved the following, statement of af-
Tairada Cuba from Mr. Cherles McCormack, who has
resiled for several years in the city of Puerto Prin-
«<Ipe, where he was employed a8 master machinist of
e Perto Principe &nd Nuevitas Rallroad.  Nr, Mc-
Oormack having travelled on horacback from the
place ol kislate residence through the heart of the
aland to the first rallway station from which he
~o0uld taks the cars to Havans, and passed through

Xhe insurgent and Spanish lines, a distance of more
“than-one hundred leagues, during which time he
el frequent intercourse with all classes of the pop-
ulation, kas had the opportunity to form & valuable
-appreciation of the revolution now on foot. He tells
s tuat when he reached the linesof the Insurgent
.forces beslegmg Puerto Principe he was favored
‘with much Information by & number of omcers of
rank, who requesied that he should furnish it to the
‘Wzw Yorx HERALD, Which 18 his motive for making
the present statement. -The long distance he was
~campelled to travel on horseback makes his dates
_not 60 1ate a8 the news we have published, but as an
snside view of the revolution 11 Will be found Inter-

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

‘The occupation of the line of raliroad from Puerto
Principe to Nuevitas having left me without em-
Yloyment I determined to return to the Unlted
8tates. I procured the necessary papers from
Colonel Meng, the Spanish Governor of the city, and
started with a companion, on horseback, by land,
for Havans, on the 12th of February last,

At that time the native male population, With
the exception of the small children and very old
‘men, bad entirely left the m{y In consequence of
m y

had enra].led in the
'omnleer corps, and were exceedingly bitter in
thetr hostllity to the Cubans. These, With the small
pumber of regular troops in the city, gave Colonel
Mena s force of about 3,000 men, well supplied
‘with arms and ammurttion and a few fieid pleces.
“There had been a regiment of colored troops in the
-garrison, but these had nearly ali deserted to the
-insurgents, takicg their arms with them. The rosds
deading iato the town were all barricaded by the
'apnmsh troops in the outskirts. Operations against
fined to an foray
cxme troops for provisions and forage, which were
wsually made in strong force and encountered little
qpen resistance, though on every occasion they
& constant fire both in

gowng from £2a returnng 1o the towa.

‘The Jeeling of the natives of all classes I8 very de-
cided for the revolution, and young and 0ld, rich
sadpoor have gone Into 1t. General Dulce's pro-
clamstions of amnesty and reform at first produced
some effect, and many were in favor of accepting
them. Among these were one, if not two, of the
Arange's, and oge of them had begun negotiations
%0 that effect. For this purpose he had held com-
‘mugication with Colonel Mena, and appointed a day
‘when he would come in unarmed under a fiag of
truce to confer with him. It was stated m Principe
‘$hat Colonel Mena’s orders to the squad sent to meet
Arango were to bring him the corpse of that rebel.
Tho fact was that he was shot as soon &shesp-
proached the soburbs of the 1own, and the remains
‘were hacked and disfigured after death. This event
#topped entlrely the feeling m favor of accepting the
psmnesty and reforms among the Cubans,

The insurgent force gathered round Puerto
‘Principe amounts o about 7,000 men, and I was in.
formed that 900 more were Lolding the line of
railway between tbat city and Nuevitas. , They are
very enthustastic in the cause, bub are badly
armed, ‘'aud i sopphed With smmunition.
Thelr ouly canon are a few pleces of
tron pipe well plugged and bound round with
banded strips of the hard woods of the country.
Every svallable instrument was applied to the
making of a weapon for offensive purposes, s.ld a
Jance and el short, heavy ra-
general armament. A few had breech-loading nnm
captured from the Spaniards, butthe want of the
proper ammunition rendered them of ittle service.
An old fashioned mmlock mnzzl&loadmg musket
was thefavorite arm, 431t conld always do service
Whether there were pntem cartridges, percussion

"m‘ps. &c., in camp or not. Whoever had oneof

these prized it ebove all the patent arms to be had.

There was but Little organization amongthe forces
of the revolution, although General Quesada was
recognized as the chief in command. Every leader
had raised and kept together what men he conld,
and the camp seemed more hke a gathering of pri-
vate bapds than arcgular force. General Quesada
was laboring to Introduce regimental and brigade
organizations. It was this reason, the absence of
regular organization and military rule, which pre-
vented General Quesada from attacking Puerto
Principe, which he could undoubtedly capture if he
£ould control his force 50 a3 to bring them to act on
& general plan.

“There are many negroes among the insurgents,
«most of them from the towns, or who were previ-
ously free. The plantations have all stopped work,
but the slaves have elther gone into the towns to
Beek protection, or have fled into the woods, where
1beyremsin. Few ornoneof this class of the popu-
lation side with the Spanfards.

‘The war is carried on by the Cubans more as a
guerrilla war than by regularoperations. Whenever
a force of Spanish troops sppears anywhere the
‘Cubans scatter from its front, and seek by ambus.
cadmg behinad trees and in the thick woods to annoy
the trgops aud diminish thelr numbers. The great
©object among the wsurgents in these encountersis
10 get hold of the musket aud knapsack of every one
ey can wound or kill. In this they will run ex-
traopdinary risks, three or four running out from
the bush at every Spaniard who falls. The Spanish
troops generally behave well in these ambuscade
encounters, and whenever forced to halt or form
Quring thetr march, will roundly abuse their unseen
Toes, styling thers cowards, and calling upon them to
Come eut of their hiding places aud show them.
stives.

Thefetling among the Spaniards is very bitter in-
Goed. They formed slmost entirely the trading
population of the conntry, and every crossroad snd
country village was occupied with thelr shops, These
Aare nOW abandoned wherever the insurgents have
appeared, and their owners have Wwithdrawn to
points held by the troops. Thus the country 18 bare
©f goods. At first & lenlent policy towards the
prisopers prevalled, but the Spanish volunteers have
now become 80 violent that they ghoot nearly all
Shey capture, calling them leaders. At the time I
wras with the insurgenta they had not executed any
prizoners, but the feeling In favor of retaliation was
‘becoming very strong.

“No regular civil government exists in the districts
eld by the Insurgents, and no format attempt has
¥et been mada to organize one. In the Central De.
parizment General Quesada's authority s respected,
ahile in the east General Cespedes 18 looked upon
2s theleader. There is little communication be.
tween the several departments and no concert of
action. The onlyalm seems to be war with the
Spaniard, The ingurgents in the Villa Clara district
hold thelr organization distinet from those of Cespe-
ies and Quesads.

Prom the ingurgent camp around Puerto Princips
We rode through Cisgo de Avils, Espirjtn Santo,
Villa Clara and Macagna to Colon, Wheres we
so0ld our horses ana took the cars for Ha-
vaus Wherever we stopped among the oountry
peopls the eame foeling against the Spaniards

and copridence that thelr ruls is approsching its
end prevatled, while In the towns the Spanish
traders, armed snd OTZanized by the government,
entertain the most violent feellogs against the
Oubazs, No sttempt o injurs us was made by either
panty when we encountered them, slthongh both
my companion and myself were searched on several
‘“ccasions, The Spaniards were always distrastigl

ofus; but the insurgents in every instance gave us
good treatment becanse we were Americans.

1815 my belief that the insurrection caunot be put
down, and that it will continue to spread uutil it
1avolves the whole 1sland; but to take the fortified
ports and towns the insargents need dYetter arms
and organization than they NOW possess.




