Importaut from Cuba—The Policy of the
Unilted States,

‘We have information-of the arrival in this
city of Sefior Morales Lemus as an ambassador
from the provisional government in Cuba to
the government of the Unlted States. His
object 13 to obtain the recognition by this gov-
" ernment of the revolutionary proceedings ‘ia
Cuba. Whatever may be done in Washington
regarding the recoption of this Minister from

to {he United States the productive wealth
and our irade with ihat island would be
immense, Then wo ought o save that
beautiful and rich country from the horrors
and devastation, which now t{hreaten it. To
permit tho scenes and fate of another St
Domingo on our border would be an eternal
disgrace to the United States, In every point
of view, {1 n—on high politieal grounds, for the
interest of our commerce, and for the sake of

Cespedes, it will not be g to our
people to recall opeurrences’ that have bearing
upon a positive event like this,

The Spaniards and Spanish organs have all
along proclalmed that the I ion fn Cuba

, the government and people of this
republlc should favor by every means the
independenco of Cuba, and we are glad io
learn that by the arrlval of an ambassador

liminary from the Cuban provisional gov-

was & trifling affair and would soon be sup-
pressed, and, according, to the accounts we
have been receiving through Spanish sources
at Havana, the Cubans have been defeated
with terrible slaughter over and over sgain,
Sirange to say, during all’ this time the
insnrrection has been gaining strength and
spreading further and wider. By the tele-
gram from Havana which we publish to-day in
another column it will be seen that the cap-
ture of Mayari, recently reported on official
authority in Havana, turns out to be a defeat
of the Spanish trcops, and that they were
falling back on Santiago with their wounded
commander, From YVilla Clara, too, where
we have been 80 repeatedly informed of the
defeat of the insurgents, we now learn from a
returned Spanish volaateer that Colonel La
Torre was defeated on the 8d inst., and that
the insurrection there was so strong that ten
thousand men would be required to open the
railroad to the coast. In connection with this
fact we have the singular general order from
Colonel Lasca, who had recently got into
Puerto Principe, thit all the women and chil-
dren who had gone out to afford aid and com-
fort to their friends in tho fleld must return to
that besieged and hungry c¢ity or be subject to
military law if captared.

The truth is, nearly all the first reports of
events received from Cuba are manufactured
,or garbled by the Spaniards {o dolster up
thelr cause and declining power. We can-
not rely upon them. We can only judge of
the state of things on the island by general
facts. Well, what are these? We see thata
little cloud, no bigger than a man’s hand a few
months ago, has developgd into a general
storm, From a few insurrectionists under the
lead of Cespedes ina remote and sparsely
settled corner of Cuba organized rovolt has
spread over the greater part of the island.
The whele native population is profoundly
moved. The rich snd younz men have staked
theirlives and fortunes in this struggle for
independence. The horrors of execution, of
Spanish cruelty or of penal exile to Fernando
Podo not check the movement, but rather
inflame and give impulse to it. The more
the Spanish forces have been increased the
wider has the insurrection spread and the
stronger it has become. For every Cuban
slain & dozen spring up in his place. The war

of the are i
daily. Arms, ampmnition and artillery of the
most effective kind are pouring into tho island.
The chances of success improve daily, and,
from present appearances, the despotic rule of
Spain over Cuba is doomed, the end thereof
being only a question of time and circum-
stances.

The most important newsreceived is thatthe
insurgent authorities in the Central Depart-
ment have decreed the abolition of slavery.
The freed negroes may eilher enter the patriot
army or remain to cultivate the soil. Doubt-
less many will tako up arms; but o any case
this act of the insargents will strengthen their
cause, Itisa wise measure; for, whatever might
happen, slavery was doomed, and it will have
the effect of rallying public oplaion in the
United States in favor of Cuban independence.
But the best effect will be seen, undonbtedly,
upon the negroes themselves. Their worst
masters have been the Spaniards, and the
negroes will remember that. They will join
those who have given them freedom. Besides,
however ignorant they may be, they have sense
enough to know that their interests and future
wolfare are identified with those of the native
Cubans, and not with those of the Spaniards.
They must beaware that the Spaniards are
foreigners, who, like leeches, fatten upon their
industry and the wealth of the island—who
have, in fact, mo abiding interest in them or
their country. It is probable we may soon
hear of the negroes becoming an important
element in this war for independence.

Under these circumstances what should be
the policy of our government with regard to
Cuba? No people in the world struggling for
independence from despotism have ever failed
to meet with sympathy from this country.
The Hungarians, the Poles, the Italians and
all others have met with it. This country
represents the liberal and republican ideas of
the age and world, and all natlons regard it ag
the hope of the oppressed everywhere. Dut
Cuba has special claims upon us, The Cubans
are our neighbors, are Americans, and belong
to the Ameritan system. The colonial gov-
ernments of Europe are exotics on this Conti-
nent, and ought to be uprooted. The policy
which favored and recognized the independence
of the former colonies of Spain in America,
and which laid down the Moaroe doch-ine of

no more E or
now reqn!tes [ freah and extended upphcntmn.
The i ions on this

Continent have always been a source of
tronble to all, and have cramped our trade and
made us second only where we ought to have
been first in commercial intercourse. We owe
nothing to Spain nor to any of the Enropean
Powers. In the Mexicanaffair and during our
clvil war Spain and some of the other Powers
wera hostile to this republic and hoped to see
it destroyed. They claimed to have monarch-
ical interests in America, and, acting upon that
claim, they acted to our great detriment and
without any regard to our posltion as a friendly
Power.

Our interdst Hes in the geverance of all
Europ and with
America. No opportunity should be lost of
bringing that about, All the sympathy and
aid we can falrly give the Cubans should be
given, and tho government should lose no time
in authorizing the President to recognize their
belligerent rights whenever in his judgment
1t may bo proper to do so, and, 88 soon a3
8 regular government s established, their
independence. Such a course is demanded
by sound policy and-the highest statesman-
ship. With Cuba independent or annexed

emme.ut the objects above expressed are
likely to be realized.




