Yrotection of American Citizens loi Unba=
Relzforcement of tho West India Squadron,
‘Within the past week the government has been in
receipt of information from prominent and responsi-
Lle parties 3n Cuba conceraing the condition of
afaurs fa that fsfand and the jeopardy in which the
Itves and property of American citizens are placed.
All these scconnts agree upon the point that the
Spamwish authoiities are utterly regardicss of whe
nights of Amerfcans resident 1n Caba, and do mot
hesitate to Impriscn Amerlcan citizens and destroy
their property goy more than they do that of the
so0-called Insurgeats. In view of these facts the Secre-
tary of the Navy has directed tho reinfprcement of
the West India squadron. Several war vessels now
aached to the Paclfe squadron, where there
is very Ltue to do, have been ordered
to procced at once to the West Indtes
and report to the oflcer commanding that
station. Asan 2dditional precantion two fron-clads
of tuc first class have been ordercd to proceed to
Key Wess and hold themselves In readlness for any
orders that may come from Ihe officer in command
of the West India squadron. It is the Intention of
Vice Admiral Porter, who Is directing this matter,
to place such a force in the vicinlty of Cuba ag will
show the Spantsh sutboritica that our government
intenda to protect the rights and property of its citl-
zeus in that Island. Jtisnot suppescd by the gu-
thorlties here that the appearance of this force in
Cuban waters will lead to any trouble between tils
country and Spain, except the Spanish authorities
1o Cuba should be 8o rash as to inftiate hostilities,
The object 19 to preserve peace, but the instructions
to the commander of the squadron Will secure the
prompt redress of any injury to Americans in Cuba.



