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As the United Szates i3 the Ireest of all natfons, so,
the people sympathize with all peoples strug-
glmg 1or’ llhem anﬂ seif-government. But while g0
s_rmmtmzinz 1t is due to our honor that wc ihonld
n from enforcing our views u) w&)
muans nml rrom taking an interested part wmzour
1nvitation. In the quarrels between duferent nations
or between govemme.nfs and melr subjects our
urse sbould alwavs be In conformity with smcn
jus[lue and law, inlernnnonal 2nd local ucl
been the pohcy of the administration 1n denl-
ing  with hese questionk Kor  more  than
W year a. luabie province of Spuin and
2 near nelghbor or nnrs. ln whom all uur veople
caunot bus  leel deep 1mntere
strugghng for mdependenoe ana Ireedom, 'me peo-
ple and government of the United States entertan
the same warm xeexmg and sympathies for the
people of Cuba in their pending smlggle mal they
maniicsted (LTOUgOTS Lhe pre struggl
tween Spain and ber former oolomes ln bebalf of the
latier. Bul the contest bas at no time assumed the
conditzons woich amount 10 & War In tns sense of in-
teraational law, or which would skow the existence
of adeJjacto pom.lcal organization of the insurgents
sufticient 10 jusilly a recognition of belligerency.
The principie 13 maintawmed, however, that
s nation Is is own judge when 10 ac-
cord the rlgm.s of Dbelligerency, ether loa;)eople
struggltn themselves 1Tom & govern-
ment mcy beueve o be oppressive, or to mdepcndem
Dations at war with each other. The United States
have no aisposition to interfere with the existing
relations of Spain to her cojonfal pusscsskms on thig
Continent, They behieve that in due time Spam and
other European Powers will find 1t to thelr mterest
to terminate these relations and establish their pre-
8201 dependencies as independent Powers—members
of the family of natlons. The dependencies are nd
longer regaraed as subject to_transfer from one Eu-
Topean Power to another. Wnen tne present rela-
tion of coxonlcs oeases they are to become indepen-
dent Powens, exercising the rightof choice and of
Beli-control. lu e aetermination of their mmre
condition and relations with ot
the Umied States, in order 10 put & sit op m
bloodshied 1n Cuba, ana in the mwrest or a neu(nbon
ing people, proposed thelr good ol
€XISUNE Contest 10 & wrmmauon. ’me oﬂer not
accepted by Spaln on a basis which we pe.
lleved could be reccived by Cuba, was withdrawn.
lt 15 hODed tllat me £00d oflices of the United States
L PIovi vantageous for the settlement of
tms \mhappy smle. Meunwmls anumber of 1legal
expeditions agawmst Caba have been broken up. It
has been the endeavor of the administration to exe-
cute the neatraiity laws m good Ialth, no matter how
uopleatant the task, made 5o by the suffering we
Dbave endured from tack of lixe goud,!mn towards
us by other nations.

Un the 26th of March last the United Stated
schooner Lizzic Major was arrested on the high seas
by a Spantsh irigate and two passengers were tahen
from 1t and carried as prisoners to Guba. Represen-
1ations of these facts were made to the Spanish gove
ernment as §00n &8 suficient information o1 them
Teached Washington. The two passengers were set

e the
United States that the captain of gatc, 1h
making the caprure, had acted wmmn: mw‘ that he
had been reprimanded for the irregularity Of his con-
duct, and that the apamsn authorities in Cuba would
not =ancuou L any act hat conld violate the righis
at

of

'Ine question of the seizure of the brig Mary Lowe.l
at one of the Bahama Islands by Spanisk suthort-
Ties 18 now tke subject of oorresponclence between
this govemmem and m of Spatn and Great
Britawn. The Captain General of Cuba, about May
1ast, 1ssued a prociamation authorizing search to be
made of vesseld on the high seas. Immediate re-
monstrance was made against whereupon the
Captala General 1gsued anew proclamatlon miting
the rigat of search to vessels of the United States,
50 far 24 authorized under the treaty of 1795, ThIS
ﬂmcmmauon, however, was immediately witn.
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