General Sickles’ Diplomaey on
the Cuban Question.

Spanish Ministerial Banquet and the Colonial
Cass “Talked Over” Quietly.

Position of Prim and President
Rivero.

By matl from Enrope we have the following spectal
correspondence from Madrid m important detall of
the progress of the United States diplomacy ¢n the
Cuban questlon, 88 conducted by General Sickles
with the Spanish Cablaer, and the gradual approach
of the Ministry 1o a consideration of the points of the

-read and discassed In the house of Conde de San
Luison Wednesday, sud 8 to be published all over
lgrope on a given day.
ishop of Hav has arrived hers

Onhn. He was aent_from t!m isisad ny order of tna
Qaptain Ceneral Caballero da Bodna. It a] peurs
that his Lordship at first refused to leave,
conaldemtou thought beuer to obey the order qul-
etly. miving at Osdlz he tried to get aff to
Glbrnlmr, hnnwns detatned and rurwnl'de

capital to answer cnlrges brought agalnst Bim by
the,Captaln General of Yuba.

Sefior Orense (Marquls of Albmdn). ihe
o: me republicans, has been scquitted

rought agatnst him on account of the | me xepubll-
an movement In Bejar, and has retired to France.

snner the atlelst and leader of the movement in
Gemnn. has fared worse, for sentence of death has
been decreed. He, wever, escaped to France
before bis trigi camme on.

Humnrch

The Banquet to United States Minister
Sickdoo—A meuan; Mode of Colonial Con-

of the Fete=
Who were Present—General BSickles on
the Cuban Questlon—Prim’s  Intended

Compliment—What the Porto Iticans Ask.
MADRID, Nov. 17, 1809,
‘The splendid banquet given In. honor of the gal-
Iant General Sickles, United Stales Minister on this
misslon, came off on Suaday evenlng.
As 1t was generally known in political circles
that the nvitatlon was seml-ofliclal, surprise was

American note which e

of the is1and by sale or transfer.

The Cutan Question in Spaln and Proposed
American Mediation=What is Said of the
Bickles Note and Ita Withdrawal—Belll-
gerent Rights—President Rivero and the
United States Mlnhler—W’lm' the English

Q Vs Abdi=
cation—The Bishop of Havana,
MaDEID, NOV. 16, 1869,

A sbort time ago all the Spanish papers rose up in
arms &pd carried on qulte 8 warfare against the
United States regpecting the proposed medlation in
the patnful question of €uba. The Dons talked
1arge, imagined their national pride wounded, thelr
self-sufficlency doubied, and consequently refused
any kind of interference even from their well known
friends, the Americans; bus Sickles’ diplematic note
had no sooner been withdrawn when the Spaniards
began 10 feel that $hey had made & mistake, and
thatthe friendly offices of the United States ought
nottohavebeen slighted, but ratner courted. Ben-
sible, long-sighted politiclans began to refiect, and
soon saw that a false and, consequently unsafe, step
nad beeniaken. They took into consideration that
the United States Congress would soon meet and
most Jikely Would recognize the Oubaus as belliger-
ents, for the great republic would refse to consent
to & barbarons and exterminating warfare betng
carried on for an ndefinite length of time at thelr
very doors. ‘This the United States would do to put
an end to the bloody warfars, both from humane

.motives and for the purposs 9f protecting their
commercial interests.

The Spanjards know fall well thatif the United
States once recognize the Cubans as belligerents
Cuba would be lost to them for ever, and inost
likely nos Cubs alone.

The following, which I copy from one-of the
Spanish papers, show pretty well the Spaoish View
of the matter. It 1is headed ‘“The Cuban Question,”
and reads thus:—

Our correspopdence from the Untted States in-
forms us thasthe idea of a mendu mecuﬂuon. for
tnepnrpasa of pumnz &n end to the lam mbla

War in Cuba, has not been wger.ner ahandonod b

the Cabinet of Wumngmn. Although m‘e Spmx!n
Power

mendly nevertheless mmgn. wlen 1t was presented
with candmons ‘which Spaln Ilmngh: contrary to
her rights nterest Umted Stales 8ppear-
ing not to huve neen lnnnencea hy a1y a ambliious,
much less Dostlle view towards o try, have
thonghl that by mwum the ronn ot xms media-
tion th m)xnt .sml contzibute to me wellm ul'

Spain nnﬂ our R 1 Cuba,

me first place, wonlﬂ ba tothe Unlwd states, ldr WB
ave all mentioned how much the commerce of
um country suffers by the prolopgation of such s

disastrons War. Our Antilles mrm the zren
\mrket of  Spain well  ag

es, and 1§ nacmcanon la almosi ldenn~
cal b nations. 1f ded

Dot be
hape ol 1ot Meeting & repnlse—whlcn nmons tna:
respect each other are nok expected to—the Cabines
Washington will offer 113 good oflces 10 Drocure

Gaost nations have sdmitiod on 11kS

accas!om, e:mno: now reject those good offices
, as we hope ‘Were, Wit noble

loyalt,v npon hcnarnnle termg for our country an
for the humane purpose of termin a fratricide
ar, TWo v:nnslﬂernnonn lead us pﬂnl:lplll: 10
The l).‘ﬂ 1s most important 1n &
0D 13 being got under and

n cannot be nmnmed
hateve:

W] ver ‘We Iy
Tioa6 WHOM 76 CARNOE DL it consider &3 80ns of tas
' same couniry.
pe, atier the first impresslon, chiefly caused
by the nnhxpny sn.le of our country, having lately
1elt certsin T ‘was sufliclens to pacify the
d of Cuba, woum Ot 520 in our acceptance ofthe

good Jeeling that nas exlswd Xut me last canznry he-
tween the jgTeat nation ibat
covered Amerleg, ann wnose mems AT¢ more prexer-

o than any other European Power in the world

0! bDll!mb
‘The second conxldemﬂon. sml more important, is
the gtre; that I 8 perfect, Iricndly
teeling ensnnz nezween Snxln and the United b bes
would give (o the Cabinet of

d that none of the other foreign ministers
werelnvited. This, however, 13 easy vo understand,
as also why the banquet was given by the President
of tne House of Representatlves instead of tbe
Secretary of State for Foregn Affajs. It I8
evident that this comrse was adopted so as
to throw off ofilcial restraint and in order that
the relations between the two countries and
the lmportans queston of the Spamsh colonies
might be dlscussed fn a free, easy, friendly way. It
18 also certain that as to what passed was intended
# be kept secret, for although I have carefally |
scanned all the papers Ican gather from thnem on
other information than tnat the bnuqner. came Off |
8nd the names of the partiesinvited, The most de-
tailed report 18 as follows:—~

nuzm, a3 we bad announced
gave (uet to General Bicnes,
tive ol tne mtsd Sl.nbe to Spain,
aent were Seiiores Martos, Secretary

Minisser for the Colones; Colonel Ji
Beerehary ut whe Unlbed States Legation; suVelu, lata
Becretary of anem. Romero n, Alon
Carouel y rt and Gessel, It seems mnt
the muma-cy ux Senor mvero, m Minister and ex-
r for the Colonies

vmn nw representaﬂve ot the Unlted sm.es will be
the production of very satlafactory results.

A friend of mine, who rejoices i the fame of being
an able politician, and from whom few secrets are
kept, has informed me—nunder promtse of not men-
tloning 1t here—that the session lasted from seven
o’clock P, M, #ill midnight, that most of the conver-
satlon turned upon the Cuban guestion, and that the'
General, in the plainest terms, gave them the opin.
fon of the Unlied States touching that question.
Some objections were rafsed, but in such a friendly
manner s not In the least to alter thorough goed
leeling. General Stekies also indicated sometbing

& new postal for the puf-
pose of reducing the rate of postage between Spaln
and the United States, and though the exact answer
Wwas Dot heard, sufiiclent waa noéiced to conclude
that the idea was favorably received. 1f the Gege-
ral succeeds In carrying ous us proposition he wit
Justty deserve the gratitnde of the commercial
Yorld and thousands of others Who have corre-
spondence with Spam, for it 18 extremely difficult
todrum nto the Spaniard’s head either the Amert-
can scheme of !mall profits and large transietions
or Peel’s small profiis and quick returns. The Hon-
orable John P. Hale tried 1n valn to move the antl.
saist government of the ex-Queen on/ ti
make them understand that
1wo and Lwo Were equal to four:_ or, 1n other words,
that if the postage were rednoed the correspondence

would be increased, And yet Rowland Hil's penny
D stage scheme whea put in pracuco bere gave such
1mmediate and sbundant proof nave no doubs
that by this time Mr. Secretary Fish will have re-
celved s.long despatch from the able pen of Gen:
Sickles giving full detas of all llmt mmsplren at
the banquer, and the government will d
giving nlm every encouragement in carrylng on mu
proposition, for & hem,r season conld not be chosen.
‘the Generalis evideuuy the lion of the foreign di-
plommc corps, and if the time to strike the fron i3
e it 18 hot, then hammer away at once, withoat
loss 01 time, xor tne changes from heas to cold aro
very sudden at this capital
e been informed by an omcer of rankin the
Brmy that Prim (the Minister for Wnr) 18 going to get

tary review on an unusuaily large scale m
nonor of General Sickles, 0 be followed by a grand
mmtar.v ball, glven at the Yalaclo ae Godoy é“l‘xe

ar , 8t Which the General and
areto be specmlly nvited.
Ve never seen a diplomat more courted by all
classes of soclety than General Sickles appears to be
atthe present ‘n:oment. Be 1! undoubte iy tne rlznt
man !

YeIy W
msnonnnz
‘The  Puerl
an atimated
for the inhabitants
Pprivileges enjoyed by the Spaniards of the Penmins
sula. They demanued & considerable reductlon of
taxes, and proposed many other reforms in ;ha
ndmmlszmrlnm They also very strongly
tion of slavery, and related most ba.rbamns
crnemes committted by some«pf the slaveholders.
They sald_that 600, 000 inhabitants awaited the Issue
of their efforts in tiils matter with the greatest anxi-
ety, and if the Coms did Dot take up the slavery
question, the rto Rico depuiies would have to
return w me manu overwhelmed with shame.
BecerT: e Minister for me Oolomes, renlled
that the mhabl tants of Puer oubLe
nght to the same prmmzes ns lSmmlartlshlnl
ey

!endm: lnwngresu me policy of lu,va.l mndxmp

c.h tnnsslown towards our coun urmg the

ban war. Ifshe Chamber meetsin De oemwernnﬂer

t!le lmpxesslun thM Spmn hes repeueaal frlendly

overtures ates, and the war in greater
or les3 pmponn)n Wnnnnee 1n the island oI Cub:

there would be greal ger of the ongrns 1nsist-

ng on the recognition or he ‘Cubans as pelligerents,

aml mmw Senate wou.m demnndtna 1098 that
assed governments and
Jndga tnematterltselr. Bul 1r tne pmﬂered goorl
fices be admitted, this nce disap-
pear and 1t Wil 10% be lmposnlble lor me minisiers
of President Grant to nrevenc the &maﬁun Irom
belng vehemently agitated in
Untted States. We cnl.l e nuentlan of the ne\v
Mintster of State snd the Council or Ministers to
these considerations. 1f our information turn out
10 be_correct and lt lhe anumt of Wasmngmn
should egain ofier its good offices to loyally assist in
the pacifcatlon of Cubas, we should consider it o
very grave fault to object, provided always, taat in
0Cep! @ Bald good OIMices Spain reserves to
hereelt lberty of action snd Lhe security of the
honor and interests of the cou
Besides the a rsre took

layed the cuncesswn of the ume. ‘This, however,
sliduld be at once atrended to. He said that he was
ndecmed abolitlonist, and he belleved that every
Hpanlnrd Wwhs £0 too, He malntamed owever, that
1t was a question of 1mporiance tudy,
bnt mnt Lnis xreab problem vmnm ve declded ny hé

'xne Imparclal, taking up the matter with great
‘warmth, exclatms:—

Slavery) Here is o Borribls soctal crime, In which Bpain

188 m-.umpucu {for some mtnnu ym. Here ls an
tion condembed by the morals of e an relf.
glon, especially the G arholic ; Boveratlcns, 1o the ¢iviised
ly Cathollc,

trafl umat

ﬁmpl&n of the slaves chainy
Pataer, busband, ciip
tion, goods and

‘The ax~1nmnte Don Enrique de Bourbon has been
allowed to come 10 Madﬂ and presented ‘himself

yesterday (at the royal )be!wre Baghness
!hc Regent of the mugﬂom Berral

General Cardova, Director lxenernl ‘of Tnfantry, Is
very busy in Catalonia recrulting and orgauizing

o gty as & man_ihe
i clmen. amarLia thor tao TIgkis of ‘aex

placen the House of Representatives that has nou
only been the subject of conversation and specula-
tive guessing smong the diplomatic corps, but ad
over Madnd generally. At the cless of a debatein
Qongress, Rivero, the president of the House, actom-
panied by one of the deputies, wentup to the diplo-
matic tribune, and, after galuting General Sickles in

'Was 80 uni mar] a8 ti

auract the notice of the whole house. Every eya
was nivetted upon them, every brain began to Wor
in conjectures and €very toBgue Degan 1o Wag. wnn‘;.

D none 3
mr tne snb]ec‘& matier of the conversationwemans
nagnown, and will so continue unless Rivero lets iy
on:. for General Sickles 13 one of the closest dipio-

ts I have ever mowm

n n
the morning papers, n.nd now I have jusi read that
President Rivero 18 going to give & splendid banquet
0 l.eneral Stekles,

Exglish representative strokes nis whiskers,
tbe Fx‘ch shrugs his shoulders, the Rossian looks
0! d, the philosophic Dutcoman peeps wisely
over his spectacles; all look astonishea and can’s
make 1t out. They 8can the Generai’s ieattres, but
read HOIMHE m bis Wllhnﬂxlgg

witl

well knovrn plercing glance look mr look,
l hav- J\IBI heard rom good nu!nomy that the
‘banquet 13 1o} exclusivi Geperal
bxcxm, s the papers lmagine, but for :ne purpose
ringing 4ho Dlplommc Corps audthe new Mims-
',eror Stale togetber 1n & friendly party, perhaps
acting on the old nyinz “tne nearest road to men’s
Dhearts 18 down their throats.”
1t has been &n old establtshed custom in Bp:u.n Ior
Ministers ont of oifice Lo recelva & galary of §:
n the lst nemcen Kurty
afty suth nnemployeu Mlnisters. This allow-
mee 15 called “cesantias.”’ lor Ramos Calderon
bwuzm a8 pmposluon befum tna Houss to snppresa
7, and when 1t was put to vole,
notwu tancunz tna: every w.msner 61 the present
uablnet voted and worked hard to geta majority
agalnst the proposition, they could only muster Aff
nx votes. ‘while Yhose tn faver of the lnppmnlun
y-two votes. It was not lnppoled
That the MInisters DOW 1 DOWSr WO vOtS A% Bl 1,
bnt !ney am. £very oue ¢ 0,5 them, clearly ihnwlnx
ur

aying, powr $0i e Diey 3
zouz," holﬂl a3 good 1isre s o the osher side of the

Pyrenel
Vi munl have been the reasons given for the none
nbucanon of the document signed by ex~Qneen
bella_abdicating in favor of En Prince
fonse. somno ;ﬂyr v-shuu 1] a3 o not pnhux:hea nennlg

the Ardanaz an
nos bmk up the coalition; others o

alvision haying taken place in the moder
while RUOINGr DAPET Sigtes that mdﬂv&g&%

corps for the Isla!m of bnbﬂ, and ncr:om-
ing to his account has no dilficalty in obtaming tI
number of men e reqmres.




