SPAIN.

General Sickles’ Diplomacy on
the Cuban Question,

Spanish Ministerial Banquet and the Colonial
Cass “Talked Over” Quietly.

Position of Prim and President
Rivero.

By mail from Enrope we have the following special
correspondence from Madrid mn tmportant detait of
the progress of the United States diplomacy on the
Cuban question, as conducted by General Sickles
| with the Spantsh Cabines, and the gradual approach
| of the Ministry to a conalderation of the points of the
Awertcan note which contemplates the acquisition
of the Island by sale or transfer.

The Cuban Question in Spain and Proposed
American Mediation—~What is Said of the
Sickles Note and Jta Withdrawal=Bellls
gerent Righty—President Rivero and the
United States Minister=What the English
!l‘hinlx-old Fogylsm=The Ex-Queen’s Abdie

The Bishop of Hi
MADEID, Nov, 16, 1860,
A short ttme ago all the Spanish papers rose up in
arms and carried on quite & warfare against the

‘Yead and discussed In the house of Conde de San
Luis'dn Wednesday, and 18 to be published Nl over

Europe on a given day.
'rha Bishop of Havana bas arrlved here from
2. He was sent_from the" 131aaa by order of the

first refuse:
consideration tnougnt better to obey me order qui-
etly. On arriving 8t 0adiz hetried to get oﬂ’ lo
Gloraltar, but was detalned and forwardeu to
capital 1 answer cnamm brought agnlnst mm by
the,Captain General of Cuba.
Sefior Urense (Marquid of Alb.’nda). the pammn
of the republicans, has been acquitte
bronzht ag&ms. mm on account of the late repnbu-
Bejar, and bas retired to France.
Sﬂﬂer, tho amem and leader of the movement 1o
Gerona. nas fared worse, for sentence of death has
crced. He, nowever, escaped 1o France
betom nzs trial came on.

Tho Banquot to United States Minister
Slcldcs—A Plensant Mode of Colonial Con=

of the Fete—
Who were Present—Genernl Sickles on
the Coban Question—Prim’s Intended

Compliment=—What the Porto Ricnns Ask,
MADRID, Nov. 17, 1869,

The eplendid banquet given in honor of the gal-
lant General Sickles, United States Minister on this
mission, came off on Sunday evening.

As tt was generally known in political clrcles
that the avitatlon was semi-official, surprise was
expressed that none of the other foreign minlsters
‘werelnvited. This, however, 18 easy to understand,
a8 also why the banguet was given by the President
of the House of Representatives instead of the
Secretary of Btate for Foreign Affats. It i3
evident that this comrse was adopted S0 6s
to throw off official restraint and In order that
the relations between the two countries and
the tmportans guesilon of the Spanmwsh colonies
might be discussedina free, easy, friendly way. It
13 also certaln that as to what passed was Intended
# be kept secret, for althomgh I have carefally
scanned ell the papers Ican gather from tnem on

TUnited States the in
the painfal question of Cuba. The Dons talked
mge, 1imagined their national pnde wounded, thetr

doubted, and refused
any kind of interference even from thelr well known
friends, the bus Sickles” note

bad no sooner been withdrawn when the Spaniards
began 1o feel that they bad made a mistake, and
that the friendly ofices of the United States ought
nottohave been slighted, but rather courted. Sen-
sible, loug-sighted politicians began to reflect, and
soon gaw that & false and, consequently unsale, step
had beentaken. They took into consideration thab
the United States Congress wonld soon meet and
roost Jikely Would recognize the Qubans as belliger-
ents, for the great republic would refuse to consent
to & barbarous and exterminating warfere being
carried on for an indefinite length of time at thetr
very doors. This the United Smtes wonld do to pnt
an end to the bloody warfare, both Irom humane
.motives and for the purpose or protecting their
commercial 1nterests.

The Spanlards know fall well that if the United
States once recognize the Cubaus as

other than that the banquet came off
and the names of the partiesinvited. The most de-
talled repart 13 as follows:—

t, 83 we bad announced, Sefior Rivero
gave a nan uet to General Sickies, the represenm
tive of the Unmted States 10 Sj nlu. Tne parties pre.
Bent were Senored Martos, T Stae; Be-
cerra, Minister for the Colonies; col nel J hn Hay,
Secretary ox m Unloed States Logation; Stivels, lato
Secretary of Vntera, Romero Gl.ron.
Carouel y Or } Gesset. seema that
:hemnlmacy ul Beﬂor mvero. the Mlmswr and ex-
Min! e Minister for the Colonles
vmh me representauve or the Unned Sratcs will be
the production of very satlsfactory results.

A friend of mine, who rejoices in the fame of being
an able pollsician, and from whom few secrets are
kept, has informed me—under promise of not men-
tloning 1t here—that the session Jasted from seven
0'clock P. M. till midnight, that most of the conver.
sation turned upon the Cubaa question, and that the”
General, in the plalnest terms, gave them the opin-
fon of the United States touching that question.
Some objections were ralsed, but in such a friendly
manner as not in the least to alter thorough goed
Ieeling, General Sickies also Indicated sometbing

Cuba would be lost to them for ever, and most
Itkely not Ouba alone.

The followlng, which I copy from ono-of the
Spanish papers, show pretty weil the Spanish view
of the matter. It 15 headed ““The Cuban Question,
and reads thus:—

Qur correspondence from the Untted States in.
forms us that the idea of @ friendly mediation, for

the purpose of pnmnz an eud to the la.mentable
war in Cuba, bas gether abandoned
the Clhmel. ox Wﬂamngwn. Almough e Spmlsh

intervention of & Power
mendly neve.rthexes! !crelgn. when 1t was preaemen
with conditions which Spain_thou; ght contrary to
herrighis and interests, the Umited &tates appear-
lng not tohave been influenced by any a amhmon!.
Ihuch less hostlle view towards o
mongm fhat by moﬂﬂymg tlle rorm I)X IME mems.-
they might ie 10 the welfare of
Spamnnd our re mre ‘n This beneqt, in
toe Arst place, would be 0 tho Daited States, for wo
nave aiready mentioned how much the commerce of
that country sufers by the prolongation of such &
dlsasirous War. Antilles lorm the great
market of Snmn “ag el ag the Umied
1ates, and D catton is almost identl.
cal for Dom nmons. u there be & founded
hope of 1 ulse—which nauonx tnnt
mpecu :&cn Othes e Ao expected Lo—
1

the pﬂm!‘.ﬂﬂ n of |.|l 8 manner
tbat sna.u l.n 1o way prejualce he rights aad 1nter
€318 0 Eh Irom the col mmcncemem.
jrere rarorable tothe ldc.s of a friendly mediasion,
Lice those which rmost nations have admmaa on ke
Occaxlona, cannol now reject those good ces 1f
, BS We nnps Lhey wexe. wim nob
loyuc: uvon nhondrable term: country snd
Ior the munane purpose of tennmaung 2 Imtrlcuia
Two considerauons lead us principally
anoph this ammue. ‘The Arst 1s most mmumu m a
moral gense. 'The revolution is be\nz got under mu
ground, and Spam

enls, vmn vmcn

there are sufficlent slomaats to crash the rebellion,

1t cannot be am'mn by my nne 0 wanb u(
strength whatever NCess1on! ® may

Tliost WLOM Wo CARROL DUk CORSIEr &9 503 Of A

same couniry.
Europe, afier the first impression, chiedly caused
by the \mhxyp_v state of our country, having mely
Ttain that Spain was suflicient to pacily the
Isla.na of Gu would 1ot 8¢ in our acceptance of u\e
ted States but B proof of deference, the
Tt u!asinuemuemew Culitvate and nourisn the
Tor the Jast century he-
he nation that dis-
18 are more prerer-
ab.e than any other European Power in the world
of Columbus.

‘The second consideration, still more important, 18
the strength that the news of & perfect, Iriendly
feeling existing between Spam and the Untted smr.as
ould give te the Cablnes of Washington,

‘ rendlng 1o Congress the xwlicy ux loyal mendsmn
1t has gl towards our country &ur!

' Which uring
1 Cubxm ‘War. uﬂ]e Chamber mest.s 11 December nnder
 the impression that Spain has repelled all fri end
‘ overtures of the United uuuea, and the warin,
|

less proportion continues in th%iglnnd of Lnba,
Phere wouia be great danger of the Congress iusis!
lng on lhe reoognmnn of the Cubans a8 Delhzerems,
ate would demand the noies tiat
| Im'e pa.sseu nelween the two governments and
Judge the martter itself. But 1r lhe prmzered szoou
- oflices be aamitied, thls danger disap-
pear and it will non he impomble lor the mln.lsters
of President Gran! uest)
belng velemently agmted nzress ol I.lIB
United States. We call n of the new
Mlmster ol State nnd me Conncll or Ministers to
hese constderation: rmation turn ont
10 be_correct and XI tne L‘n.bmet of Washington
should again ofier its good offices to loyally assist in
the pacircation of Cuba, we should consider it s
very gmvs rault m objcct. p‘x;lonuell g’lltlvnys. mnt lu

uUng t d good
heraélt lmem ‘ot ‘aghion and the  secutity of wo
honor and interests of the country.

Besidea the foregolog & rare occurremce took
place1n the House of Repreaentatives that has not
only been the subject Of conversation and specula-
tive guessing among the diplomatic corps, but aid
over Madrid generally. At the clese of a debate In
Oongress, Rivero, the president of the House, accom-
panied by one of the deputies, went up to the diplo-
matie tribune, and, after saluting General Sickles tn
the most courteous manner, entered upon an earness
and amimated CDn\'erEB“OD with tDM able qiplomat,
:camely paylnz attention to any one eise. ﬂ"tu, n.n’ur

unusual and the tcem.lon so markes
uce of the whola nouse. Every e_ve
is Avened. upon them, ever; began
Ln conjectares and every tongue Degnn 10 ww Wnﬂr.
ever could b meaning his unbeard of

for the subject matter of the conversationeemaing

unguown, and will 80 continue unless Rivero lets i

out, for General Sicales 1w one of tne closest diplo-
its 1 have ever Known.

he [ 0
the morning 18, and now 1 have just read
President lnvern 13 Eomz 0 xlve @ splenaid bam;uen
0 t.eneml les.
The gnsn Teprosentative strokes his whiskers,
the French !hrug:u his s)mumors, the Rossian looks
n{us an

o
g

make it out. They s
read nothing ia bls nnmtereu visage. Wik th
calm serenity he returns nod for nod, aml with hm
well known piercing giance look for lool
1have just heard Iromm good numomy that mo
proposed banguet 13 DO exclusively to General
blnxlel, [1] lhe papers 1magine, but for the purpoue
brin; e Diplematic Corpa and the new Mims-
t.er of State togem:r i friendly party, penmps
acting on the 2 “tn nearest road to men’s
bearts 18 down. th"u- kroa
1t has been 2n oid eillbusned cnstom in Spatn for
Mintsters ot of ofice 10 recetye & sal; of $1,600 &
year, and thers are nOW on the Iist between forty
and Ay suth unemployea Ministers. Tais allow-
ance 18 called “cesantias.” Seior anon Lalderon
brought a proposition before the House to
1he eald “‘cesantiay’, and when 1t was put ) vote,
thstanding that every Minister 6f the present
vablnet voleu and worked Dard to get & majority
azn.lmt the propomlon, they wnld only muster ffty-
votes, of tho suppression
It Was not luypoled
ters now 1 power wouid vote &b sll,
dimglver! one nt u\em, clearly lhuwlng
+Cl et Diew

e su!
toug" Tadaus £000 hore & u on tne nmar side of Ihﬁ

Pmua have bee
Tious liave been the reasons given for the none
l:“buca“non of tne'dg:\}ez:nt slzgmm by ex-Queen
Prince
Ionse. Eomuﬂ thaf
fonse. Soms s P lwm pnbugbed nncul

non bmx npm:;c “w%m o&lgu“o;n:cxl;%um of &
Lo 1513 mm sk m mmm 'mb

but they di
that the

a new postal for the pui-
pose of Treducing the rate of postage between Spaln
and the United States, and thongh the exact answer
was not heard, sufficient was nottced to conclude
that the idea Was favorably received. If the Gene-
ral succeeds in carrying out s proposition he wilt
Justly descrve the gratitnde of the commercial
yorid and thousands of others who have corre-
spondence with Spain, forit1s extremely dificult
todrum into the Spaniard’s head either the Ameri-
can scheme of small profits and large transactions
or Peel’s siaall profits and quick refurns. The Hon.
orable John P. Hme tried 10 valn to move the Pntln
Drogressist government of the ex-Queen on’
matter, but could never make them understand mn
w0 and two were eqnal to four; or. 1n other wonls,
that If the pos| uced she correspond
would be mcreased. and yet Rowland Hul's penuy

tage scheme when put in practice here gave such
lmmedlate and abundanﬁ DIOOIS, l nave o doubt
that by this t retary Fis| have re.
ceived a long ﬂesptmn rmm e able peu or General
Sickles giving full detaus of allthat mnsplred at
the banquet, and the government will de
giving him every encunrugemani n camlnz out m 8
propoaition, for a beter seasox could not be chose
iho Geneml 18 evlden the Hon of tne foreign e
plomatic time to strike the iron 13
waoile it ls hox, tnen hnmmer away at once, without
losg of time, for the chnngea Irom heat to gold are
very sudden at this capital,

1 have been informed by an oficer of rankin the
army that Prim (the Minister for War) is going to get
up a military Teview o a1 unusgally larﬁe gcalo in
honar of Genera! Sickles, to be followea and
military ball, given at the ralacio ae Gudoy the
‘War Départment), st wmch the General and his
are 1o be specialiy
Imv e never seen a dlplomnl more courted by all
lasses of society than General Bicl pears Lo b
atihe present moment, lle is nndoum?&y the riant

man in the right b 'he attentions patd to him
1in polisical cxrcles ybo accouuted for by reason
i or me dencnte stana 'ir the cnbnn quesnon- but ms

lm num.uz to du With éwlmcal vlews.
nerto  Rico depuites have o

ummated discussion in~ Oongress,
ror the inhabitants of the island all the rights
Pprivileges enjoyed by the bpantards of the Penin:
sula. They demanded & consmernb]e red\lcllon ot
taxes, and proposed many o forms 1n_the
admlnlstmion. They nlsn very stmngly urged

e abolition of elavery, and related most barbarous
Cricities comm!med by Some of the- sla.vehomers.
Toey said_that 6 tants awaited the

arried on
clalming
anu

Becerra, the Minis! T the Colonles, replied
that zne mhammm of Pumo Rico had undoubted
nght to the same priviliges as Spaniards in
Pentosul niary dlmclut\es had

but that mome:
lnyae'sl the concession of the same, 1'his, however,
19 be 2t once attende: He said that he was

Lt to.
ndeclded aboltionist, and he belleved that every
Spaniard was £0 tro. He maintained, however, that
it was a question of importance and requmd study,
3\;}&_ m“x"{‘s’é gren problemn would be decided by the
‘The Imz;arcial, mktng up the matter with great
‘warmth, exc

Shveryl Hen 1: a horrible nuhll mme, in whlch Spﬂn
conturies past.

accoroplice for some

1nl.mmnn cnndlmnm by ihe morale of e ary Chrts 1m xeu-

n, [ pucitlly th thalic' nlvexlh!l!iL in the civilized

ined by countries eminently Cathotic,

Wﬂl the democrnuc uvvluﬂon Dt 1859 put an end {n this hor-

1t bot aileast Lreax tne

Fot Tnke 3f tho Baves chlln:l ihat 5 have a

prospecl. of exuoylnx his digniiy as a mn lhe rizh!l aa

r, husband, citizen, owner—in short, {he rights of ac-
uon, goods b4 Iabors

The ex-Infante Don Enrique de Bourbon kas been
allowed to come to Madrid, and presented himself
yesterdny (at the ronl pnlace] before his Highness
e Regent of the Kingdom (Serrano).

(xeneral Cardova, Ulrector General of Tnfantry, is
very busy 1n Catalonia recruiting ond organizing
volunteer corps Tor the Island of Qubs, and accord-
ing to s account has no diicalty in obtaining the
number Of men he requires,




