WIAT MIGHT DAVE BEEN.

Glycerine and Greek Fire—Dlot to Blow
Up the Spanish Flotilla—How and Why
It Failed—VWho Engineered It.

‘;‘“m o'clack yesterday morning the Spaaieh
otilla, 2uchored simce the day before in the waters
of-the lower bay, ten miles below Staten Island,
:tane: for their destination, 7he delay was made
or the purpose of paylaz of the sailors
and marines 1o advance. It 13 understood that
tae commander of the Pizarco fintended to
awut the amval of the Isabeila, but the
threatentng aspect of afalrs and the freely cir-
culated rumors of torpedoss, nitro-glycemne acd
other dangerous combusiiole3 being seut down
tha harbor In tugboats determmmned him upon
weighing anchor without another Icomenvs
delay, At midoight on Sunday two tugboats,
with about fiity men on each, well armed
and carryingon béard one swivel guz, were seen
prowling around the anchorago ground of tke
Spanlsh fleet. According to ome of the crew, Who
Tefused to disciose the name of the leader in tbe en-
terprise, 16 Was the Intention to bave blown up the
Pizarro gad Gred all tne boats. For this purpose 200
pounds of nitro-glycerine wers put on the tugs,
doreup in quart botiles and‘tin cans, and wih
1uses attached 8o that oo being hurled agaist the
woodwork of the vesse 81t would iminediaiely €X-¢
plode. ‘fnere were wsytwenty-Ove galivus of Wa
extraordiniry composition witk whicu tne Fenians
threatened to burz Jdown the priacipal cities of
Euglaud, caled Greek fre, wihwn 8l the
waier that fell upun toe sbeliering ark that
neld Noal, his ‘jamby aod fus jortunes
could not extinguish. Toe Greek fre was pus up 11
boliles, whuck would break redily vn being thrown
attne boats. Balls ol cotton yarn were saturated
Wwith tus lerritc solutio, and wera ready for ln-
stagt use. Each man med Wit & breech-
loading carbine aud IevOIVer. Alter speadlng oae
hour noverigg about the Mmooulit Waters vl tue Jower
bay the comumsader of the darmgz expedition or-
aered Lhe boats to return, a3tne talng was altogether
1mpossibie of eXecution OWIDE 10 ue suseace oltaa
friendly maptle of uniilumiael migal Tue movn
persisted in shiing down 1o clondiess brifllancy, and
the night waich on 1€ gUADO0ALS Aud due ©iZAITO oad
& Clewr prospect ail round them for 1 €s. 1118 buc-
cancers on the tugs Byore (bat kae moon as well as
the omeial lights of WasnLigion was ig tne pay of
the Spanish governmens.

Vutzide the haroor for the last three days two tuzs
have been Hoatung about With tue puryose of iter-
cepilng e Pizarro by an ingedious arrangexent of
Tupes and torpedeed, W hien D2 YiZarcy camne along
the tugs were Lo sland o Irow: each otser aud Maks
tne rope connecting them ali taut. Ou LS rupe, v
or 31X nUNdred yards 100, & serics ol forpedoes were
arranged 8L 10.ETV413 ke £0 Q1LY Teguids Knots ok
asuiug. When the Dow of fue apyrvaching war
vessel Bstruck tne rope tne wigs were to
yleld aad the torpedoes, nying o3
toe sides of the vesscl eXploued with awtul
suddenuess and (ermfc force. A revenue cutler,
suppesed Lo be the Hugh McCuwlocn, avve I BI1ZhL At
tnat particular and pertinent wo.went, wnew 1§
design just vutlined was apout beiny put in execu-
tion, and the tugs of course beat ax Lameaidls res

al.
inere 1s hardly any qaestion but that for tke In-
opuortune appearsuce of ihe full wvon and tue
Hugh McCulioed tne Przarro, tae pride of tne
Spanish navy, and e eigateen ctuckeus uader ter
wing would now be bul a dreaws of (hings that
werv, *a 3cho0iboy’s tale, the wouder of an sour.’?
Tae men selected 10r tats forlorn If not fool-nardy
Dbusiness were picked uraves of the Gardiuer’s Islana
expeantion, Wilich came near grasping ibe glrer-
Jog guerdon of galizntry under ‘ihe lead of Kocky
Mountatn Ryan, who, 10r aught people koow to tha
contrary, may lave been tue leaier In tne latess
u‘ewenw artemps to avenge tLe plguied pa.rousm
of Cu

Sivnitancons Sailing of the Gwobouts from
New York nnd the Rawm ‘frigwph (Late
Atlanta) fsom the Delaware=A Naval Battls

Expected.

{From the Philadelphia Press, Dec. 20.J

The rebel ram Alsuts. which La3 been fying in
the Delaware ever sigce Rer arriva. (rom ~avaooab,
where shie was captured, was 1aiely purcnased from
the government, oslensihy by uart. duce the
purcunse the vessel has been inoroughly refiited,
snd 18 now m good sed-guing cuudiwa. The de-
puriure of the Atiantd nis iro. weec o wees been
detayed by some triylll excuse; butz [ew days ago
8he dro dowa the belaware to Lewes. Mer
movements bave all aloug been shruaued in com-
| plete mystery, and latterly suspicious that she was

destined 1o d 1D (Re luterest of tue lusurgens
Cavans became rie.
A BIAKTLING COINCIDLNCE.

It has peen currently rumored Lhat sie Was watcl-
ing the Spaanlsn gunvoats at New York, and last
eveaisg, as It In condrmaiion of ia¢ rumor, the two
following das}mcm were received sumullaneousty
atthe qQice of tic Press:

w9, Del., Dec. 13, 1863,

The ram Triumph, late AUanta, 3a11 1o be.ong 1o the Hay~
tien government, went 10 ses &b quarier-peas four F. Mo
Despatches were seat off 10 ber before she saLed,

NEW 303X, Dee. 19, 1650,

At ten o’clock this morning el hieen of fur Spaaish gune

whose departure bas been bourly ex) dunog the
past weak, Look up position In tue waka of the Spaniah war
Vessel PleArro, wutch has been lywgin We Nora nver for
turee weeks, aod following Ber, sieamed sluw.y down the
Dbay. Few spectaiors wers preseat,and thera waa 5O dee
MONSiralion whatever. TWevs unimished guubdoais Yot re-
the Delamater woras.
OMINOUS. -

That portion of the telegram from Lewes which
8ay8 that despaicies wers sent te tae Irumph, nés
Atlanta. belore s went 10 8€3, conpled Wil tae
New York despatch anaoanciny tue saliing of s
Spanish gunbuals, would scem 10 confirm the rumor
that the Triumph belonged to the Lubans,

1.

THE T#UMPIL

13 3 powerful vessel, built 12 the most approved maa-
ner, and 1n the event of Ber meeting the Spasish
 gunboats tne latler would Dave o altercauve bus
fight. Her sea-guing qualines were proved on ber

' voyage from Savannak to Phtiadelphia.
As the matter DOW §L33d3 ik 1S Lnpossible to- say
what will be tla nexs development in Llis mystery.
Belore night we may ledra of thie destruction of the

uban T p)

the sea most play havoc wiia the dpanlsh pavy,

gmcu h2s B2 man-ol-war capible uf compeliug Witk
er.

The Statnsof Spain Towards Cuba nnd the
Ugited Niates.
To TOE EDITOR OF TAE HERALD::
In your Issue of Saturday. Isth, *“Norwool? aska,
‘what 1S the difference betWeen the Alacama case
ana thatof the existing Spanish Armada? Inreply,
1 would try to inform “Norwool? that there is a
vast difference. 1i is not a paruliel case. *ltie Ala~
bama Wwas bullt by rebeis o aid rebeliion agamst a
governnient, wnuie ll.usl Spanish Armads was buils
0 aid a 1

bya e
ing a rebeltton in 1S owa doiuions,

France might aid England with 50,000 men .
BUppressing an lnsurrection a: bome or I1n India,
without the snaliest 113k of creaunyg a war between
cach other; buc France cuuld nes aud the msurgents
agatnst the English governmens WLious running a
great risk of Dringiuue ol & War.

‘Lhe United Siales government has, therefore, no
right whatever to laterterg or detain the gunboats,
except under the 1aw of retalialion for alleged un-
Iriendly acts; and no matter bow far the American
people may sympatiize with jthe Cuban insurgents
the Lniled States government has & perievs
aid Spai if cailed upon to do s0- LoB
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