THE CUBAN REVOLUTION,

Correspondence fof the State Department in
i in

lsber ws Speakman was executed in conformity

Secretary Fish, July 16, addressed a communica-
tlon 1o Mimster Tioberts. calling attention to the
Captlan General's proctamation of July 7, as to the
Tights clatmed over vessels of the United Siates on

‘can only be permttted in ttme of war. The Uni

States will ngx yield mc rlfvhn to c:u'ry ccnxm\mnd
of war in timeé of Wwill not permit their
yessels to be |uteueml wnh on the lugu seas, except
in time of war. The ireaty of 1390 confers no
rights over vessels of the United States 1o time of
peace. 1f Spain is at war 1t should oe koown, in
order man nouce ne 1mmeqlafely glven of the re-

pon
of the ummu sr..was 1. F18h asks whcmer Spain
recognizes a state of war as existing, and states
that the continuance of the deciee Or an attempt to
eaforce it will be reg;mlerl as a recogoition by Spawn
of @ state of war with Cub.

Mr. Plouib to secremr: ﬂsh July 21, transmits
the modification of the Goyernor Geneml‘s decree of
July 7, a3 1o the search of vessels on the migh seas;
also the geperal order of nm Capmn General for
the conduct of the war with more humanity.

Minister Sickies, August 12, to becretary Fish,
commumcates s conversation with the Spmmh
Miniscer, sayi “*Tnc Min)

as if he ﬂumgun 1 bad gone qmm tar enough—ior
the present at least—achnowledged the stncere and
legal manner 1n which the government of the
Unuied States had fufiled w8 international
dutles In regard to the Cuban iosurrection. lin
when the pro-slavery party beld the
reins of power, there was some anxiety from ttme
to uume lest the recklessness of filtbusters should
1nvolve the two nauons in dificuliy; but since the
vlotory ol me natloniu canse tae taboring people of
paln have ¢ t0 regard the Unitel Siates as
lhelr naﬂona.l and ‘1he COMMmON GUEestlon Was
one of the uLmost gravity and delicacy, it was the
intention of the Spansn lberals, who imtiated and
executed the revolutionary movemeuts ‘which have
iven 30 Spain ita new political life, to make
at the earllest moment provision for guarantee-
self-government  to aba; but vms raiel
Insurrection broxe out, the Very moment whea
‘was becoming possible Yo give to Cuba all the nzhﬁ
she deswred. The cry of “Death to Spamards" was
heard In Spnm and 1§ became 1mpossible in the face
of civil war out the beneticent plan they had
formea. Tne uberal Pauy In Spaiu tnds itself, toxts
own infimite regres, forced
with the revnluuonsry party of
erals of Cuba Who onzm %0 be tis fiein friends are
converted by tke Iatality of the situasion 100 1S bit-
terest enemies. There 18 no sentiment dearer to
tiie hearts of the liberal leaders than thac
of “freedom to all men;" yet lhey showed before the
world 1n this Cuban conflict as opposed to self-gov-
ernment and resishag the amnnon of slavery. He
most depiorable

the

and mistake both Ior Cuba and Spaln.

cities of the Spanish of

American Citizens by annnueu—QPnln
When the

is Quelled~The Gunbonts Needed to Sup-

press Piracy.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20, 1869,

The President to-day transmitted to the Senate s
voluminous document in reply to the resolution
calling for information with regard to Cuba.

‘Vice Consul General Hall, in a letter to Secretary
Seward, November 18, 1863, quoted the viewsof a
conservative Cuban—namely, the news of the Spanish

13 recelved in Cab: a
stating the views of the Cubans a&s to slavery are
diverse. Some desire Immediate and others the
gradual abolition of slavery, while not a few de-
sire the continuance of the Instktutlon. The
insarrection m the Easiern and Central Depart-
ments 18 be
Mr. Hall adds that goml order prevalls

his department. In another letter dated Decem-

ber 17, 1508, he says that the insurrection Is gaining
strengl 'he condition at Matanzas 18 gener: 15~

nwd and be sﬂnds pa.munlurs. Mr. Hall mnsmn‘.s

Mr.
1559. whu om to be a decree of the msm'genw
mbly, gmhxng glavery. Mr. Hall, h 27,
1869. transmits to the Second ‘Asaistant sem'elar.v of
State, Mr. Hnnber. the decree of the Captain Gene-
, dated March 24, sullorizing captures on tbe
nlgh seas of vessels carrying men, arms, munuions
or effects 1n al4 ormgm }ns\mzcnts and ;lm:ctmz the
execuuon, a3 Dirates, of persons 80 CapLur
tary Fish T nitorras Ministor. Robevis that
Unn“d buwes citizens have the r:gat to carry on the
h seas articles destined for the enemies of prm,
supject to seizure of guch as may de cont
War or to bapture Tor a violation of a lawmhy eswb-
lished blockade. It 13 consequently hopea ihe pro-
clamluon wil recalied, or such Instruculons
glven as will prevent 1is flegal application to
citizens of ike Unl

elatio) WO ZOVH ents,
wmcn n 13 the sincero deslre of tnersmem snomd

tned.

Mr. HaIL under date of April 2, 1869, transmits a
letter from Kemedios, snd 8ays the majority of
American mecrchants mea ‘with the wrier, who
states that American born citizens were well treated
by the Spanish authorities.
ulmﬂber Roberts address&e Secretary Fish on the

r Apm. He says:—*Attempts are made by
filee exaggeraled sistements and public meei-
mgs to create sennment in mvor ol’ Cuba. Persons

a way could be tound to seitle all these questions
m Sucha manner asto do Justice to Cuba wWithout -
mngm% upon the honor of Spain the government
ould be great)y gratwled. There 13 no intention
again 10 work ihe island of Cuba on the old
or deswre among the liberals of Bpam ever
sla.very system. 1t has been thelr constant wish
grant the Cubans the administracion of their own
aﬂu.m! and the fall favor of their own hberty, pre-
servin; commerclal connection and some
snadow of their political relattons.

Minister Sickles 1o Secretary Fish, August 34, en-
closes article 103 of the Spanish wnzmur.lon, about
Cuba. Mr. Silvela regards 1t as prevennng action
upon Caba till Cuban deputles arrive at n:e Cortes,

Minister Sickles also communcates Augtss 29, 3
conversation he had with General Prim, m wmch
the Iatter sa1d Wita great earnestness and e
“Let the United btates be assured of the goou 1an,u
and the gooa disposition of Spain. Fornidable as
the Insurrection may become, it has not yet reached
the proportlons of any of Lhose conmcts in which
governments have found t| lves constratned to
treat du.rlnz hostillttes. Tne Cnnau msurzents hold
noclty ar jortress. ‘Taey have no pors, no ships.
‘They have no army. They do not presume to oner
or " accept  battl d  now, before the
penoﬂ nmves operations, when

will ple renforcements

tno nolds in readiness, it 13 only necessary for

Cubans to accept ine assurance of the United

ht.a:es. given on the faith of Spaw, that they may

‘have their independence by laying down their grums,

elecung sheir aeputy and declarmg thelr right to be
Iree by & voie of ihe people.”

mst.er Slekles agaln writes to Secretary Fisb,
August 21:—‘Ihe Prestdent of the Councal said there
is a vast difference between the presens insurrection
in Cuba and the reyolutionary movements by waich
the repuplics of the American Continent galnea
tneir mdependence, ln muse days negotiauons |
were resorted to mpaigns  had  been |
tought =and battles lost and  galned.

2,
for active

to give or accept battle, It is very possibie that in
she lapse of tume the insurrection may become more
formidable. 1t may raise armies, it may take citles
and fornfied towns, 1t may demonstraie what it has
nos befors demonstratea—that it i8 supported by a
majority of the population. In that case Spam will
have someibing tangible to treat with. But we hope
to avmd all thi3 bloodshed, disorder and rumn by
King some amicable m'rnugemen 8 NOW. !
Mmmwr Sickles to Secretary Fish, August

says:—*In general I find less susceptibility to the
idea of a transier of the island to the United Siates
than toa wncesslon of the independence of Cuba.
‘Chere 18 an apprehension that the persons and prop-
erty of lnu spaniards 1 Cub2 wouwld not be safe
under Cuban contro. Tals impreesion, 1 hear, pre-
vails ln Catalonia.”

submits

in New Yor)
ernment zox Cuba’ and daspawn expeditions and
arms in aid of the lnsnrzen

Secre Fish, 1n reply to Mr. Koberts, April 17,
says he does not perceive the necessll\' or mrlezy
of fssumng sanch proclamation.
Flllmnre’s proclamation was lsmed peace prevmled

ba, but an armed invasion was threatened from
Lne Umwd States. Now a portion of me people of
Cuba are In insarrection to redress alleged Wrongs,
and no ex'pedmons are leaving the Umzea States,
Mr. Roberts, he adas, admits that whenever called
upon the officers of the United States have Int
erfect! to prevent violationa of 1aw. The Unned
Siates are still sugfering irom the effects of precipitate
recognition of belligerent rights, which was done by
foreign nations a Little more than two months after
the outbreak of insmTection in this country. Thls
government, from m very origin, has been fore-
most in the assertio ot neerat rights and in setting
the example of em‘nrclng & Strict neatrality, This
government does not intend, 8t present, to aepart
Irom 1ts traditional policy. vt wili execute in good
faith t.hs mse and etlclens lawn mnb have been
enacted for the observance 1t gm
dnules of nemmlny and lmmlshlp‘ The 8y, mp hy
pe

Mr. Roberts to Mr. Fl!
nients ngn\nst what

various d argu
he nndersmnds 10 be tne settied purpose of the

nited Sfaies 1o accord beiligerent Hghts to Cuban
iumrzems.

Mr, Fisn replies, ander date of October 13, and
afier stating that Mr. Roherts' letter was not
cetved until 3eptember 25, when just leaving Waeh~
B2ys:—“It might nswer
sny thnl no Intention to g'ra.nl, belligerent rights

een  announced. It & more perlect
a.nswer 0 say that ne uuch intention has
been reached by tne United States. Mr, Fish is
pleased that Ar, Roberts draws his authorities from
he lustory and the statesmen of the United States,
and reminds htm that Spain conceded belligerency
to the South nxzy-slx daya after the bloodless assauit

Sumter. The Umil s

on ted  State had  elo-
quently remonsirated, 1in  ihe interest of
humamty,  axainst manner in  which
the Cuban conflict I8 waged, e present

5 ac
Unlawfui expeditions in aid of the Cuban Insurgents
have been planned, and one succeeded: but the
United Sm.es has nlwaqa been Teady 1o act on in-
mrmaugn furnished by Mr. Roberts, and has acted
sncl

of the United Siates 18 vmu ople  siriving
tne ngn:

and with all eff con| unem from

iransatlantic wnttol' but they uestre tain

mendlyremmns with gnvemmenls sml cmmma
control over nelghoo They will
not abndsze the rlgm of n'ee d.scusslon, but wil
nterference to enting the unlawfal
acti mn ln!muun ol thelr obuganons 10 Spawn and
other Iriendly p
Mr. Hall to Secntury i8h, April 22, transmits the
decree of April 11, 1859. prolubiting ahenation of
Pproperiy except with the assens of tne goverament.
Secref Fish 1 Minfster Roberts, Apnl 30,
says:—The President has seen with regret the de-
cree, and hopes 1¢ 104y be modified nos 10 be
ipplmble to property of citizens of the United

Mr. Hall to Sccretiry Fish, April 30, trans-
mis’ Count Valmaseda’s proclamation of April 4,
that every man over fiiteen found away from home
may be shot; that every baoccupted house and every
house noé nnng a white flag way be burned, and that
women llvhw 4t home or wlm their reiations may

carried Jforcibly 1o Jiguani or amo; also 1n-
ronnmg the depamnam tnal Cmmn \Nmnseda was
g nis forces into the country.

Secreta.ry b‘u:n, May 10, 1869, protests, in the in.
terest of civilization a.nd humanity, against Count
Valmaseda's proclama

Secretary kish to Mr. HaIL May 11, directs him to

make representations to the Spanish government
agatnst \o\uu Vaimaseda's prociamation,

Hall to Asslstant Secretary of State Davis,
May 18, tmnsmlts a leiter giving an account of mnli-
tary operations near Kmen

Consul General Plum to Secrefary Fish, Ma;
lransmlrs a copv of the guthorization of a loan o(

0,000 10
Tms mnneyls nnnen& 0 be nearly exhausted.
‘The princtple i3 nwznizea thnl Cuba 13 to bear r.he
€Xpenses 4risl] 1rom the situation. 30 trans:
tmz a copy of the necleeof the Caplaln Ge,nera.l
the selzure of hor

Nir, Pramo o secrelary Fisn, June 2, states that

:he volunteers have forced heneral Dulce to resign.
Mr, all informs Secrecary FI June 3, of tue

iawiess condiict of the YolunGoers at Alata 120238,

31r. Plumb, June 4, acquaints Secrewary Fish of the
deposlilon of the Captaln General. The msurgents,

§4YS, are mosny Creoles. The Spanizh resu]cms,
ess and prospenty identited with

1sland, are ulssatlaﬂexl with the conduct of the gov-
erument, They wish the war was ended. Those who
conduct the war and hold the ofices are sent out
1rom Spata aud have no 1aterest in tne islands, The
Spanish residents, though disagresing as to the
future, bave denpuseﬂ General Duice. They
may 'do the same with = the new Cap-
tain  General

eveR when 1t has proved
erroneous.’?

Jinister Sickies telographs to Secretary Fish, Sep-
temboer 25, that the volunteers are to be dtsbanded
on the of execu-
tions to be stopped, slavery 10 be gradually abol-
1shed, and lfberal reforms to be granted withon
wraiting or fbe termination of the War.

M. Davis, aeptembur 8, transmits me substance
of Hickies’ telezram vo Mr., Plumb, and instructs
him 10 Inquire into and report on thé same.

Mr, Plomb to Mr. Davis, October 21, reports that he
does nov ibmk the disarmament of the volunteers
practicable, and sees no intentton te cease hostill-
ues before the Insurrection 1s suppressed. The
rolers in Cuba desire to stop the efusion of blood,

and the general opinion Is that avolition should be
g'rauual' vut pone think it should De deferred over
nve yi

A mm of correspondence ts given relating totne
decree of the Governor General concerning passen-
f)er vessels and its modification procured by Mr.

Mintster_Stckles, on_ October 16, transmitted to
Sccnnary Fish & copy of a decree according hiberty
of worshup in Cuba; alsoa capy or Stlvela’s no:e de-
siring the l’resmem 10 use his ence with O
rermel to secure a less s.lv:ge character tn me
and to releass tho Spanish gunboals, which a
nem]er ntended to operate agalnst Peru nor Cnba,
but to defend the coast against filibusters and

pural

Consul Pinmb to Secretary Fish, Oc!nber 15, stateg
that 8ibanicu, & bamlet, and Gual a village of
508 lnnabmnr.s are the onl,y ple.ces occupled Dby the
insu the 24 of November informs him
that bom me plxcel have been desuo,veu. At the
nme mne Consul Plumb em:loses 8 elrcuhr inclting
the D the esiates, forwarded by the
con!nl at Hﬁmnzas &nd said by mm to have heen
Pprobably prinied in New York,

Mlmster::lcues Informs Secretary Fish, November

14, that no reforms tor Cuba wiil ba brought forward
i l.ne hosma bands are dispersed, and subsequem‘.ly
advises lum of the nrozress and consummation of
‘various reforms for Porto Rico.

December:: ur. Slcklex telegraphed Mr. Fish as
follows:—The Forelgn Secretary wishes to assure
the United States govemmem 1hat dpaln now de-
sires the most menm_v mmwna Wwith ail she Amerl-
can republics, and intenas in her colontal policy to
begin lmmeduwly the most Itberal reforms,"

Coples of & number ol amldavits submitted by
Mressrg; DleA)?ry nnd El.‘-,vans wd@mu‘limn the exiatence
of a sf of warand an ndependent
ia Cuba IX'B furnisned with l2lem.-r du%gge{,'fg::,!
ber 15, from Alr. Lowry to Mr. Fish, stating !hn tne

&

number about 30,000 on tne island. Two thousand
oI them are Iz Hav: ‘They are unpaid and fur-
mish therr own arms. ‘The government depends upon
them 10 enlorce ts decrees. The organization 1s
ofticered by men of position; tge men n the ranks
are reckless. ‘The volupteers are idiens sely loyal.
At present 11 18 reported thal negouatlons are pend-
g between the Capiain General and the Cupans.
Ar. Plumu peaks of the violencs of the voiunteers,
collistons and insubordinalions, and gives an ac-
count of the events that preceded the resignation of
General Dulee and s speculations upon what may
Iollow.

Mr. Pmmh. June 24, encloses a letter to Secretary
Fisn {rom AMr. Phililps, Acting Consul at Santiago de
Cuba, g1ving informanon of the sunmary execution
of Charles Speakman aad Albeit Wyeth, citizens of
ihe Lnited States, and their dylng declarations.

Secretary Fish, August 10, instructs XMmister
Sickles to demapd wmpensanon for the familes of
WyeLn; e tha: citizens of

on xua Wwar n tals b:mmmus manne
nister Sickles encloses a copy OI #js note, Sep-
wmber 8, to Mr. Bercevis, as to Spukman ll\d
Wyetn, &¢, _Under the instiuctions 1 Secr
Fis’s n%l.e a reporn uas heen called tar m mess
case

a8 al sl’egeﬂ. Mr. sxckle! enclosel a co};y of Mr. ﬂu-
Fela’s nyte 8nd of bty rejomder, The Spanish M-

Anomey Cenaral _bad deck merl to consider
good AR lm(lclemy expre»sﬂu
the pnrpose of the government,
ttorney Gemeral Hoar, under date of December
16, xnes his opinion that n js not proper for the
Uzited States 10 livel the Spanisn gunboats under
the statute of 1828, and lnrorma Mr. Fish that the
governwent has acted on this op1a1o;




