THE SCOURGE FOR CUBA.

THE FLOTILLA TO SAIL T0-DAY. |2

Exciting Scenes at Thirteenth
Street.

A SPANIARD THIRSTING FOR BLOOD
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added to the fifteen already flauating tne flag of
Spatn In the North river, and to-day elghteen Span-
1sh war vessels, built of American materfal by Ame-
| rican constrmctors, equipped With American can.
. mon and officered by American engineers, will steam
away to crush a ltttle republic slmost in sight of the

shores of the United States, It will be an interest-
Ing spectacle to see this American squadron leave
New York on such a mission. There will bg & great
crowd on the wharves, and 83 the oficers of the
vessels shove off from the pler there will be
tearful farewella and sSobbinz among women,
lke those when the volunteers marched
away to the war eignt years ago. But
there will not be any cheering; there will be no
bearty shouts of- %Cod speed,”” no exultant tbritt of
sympatny and hope for succeas. It-would be profit-
able to interview that crowd. I¢s language will in-
terpret the sentimenta of the whole country, and
bowever much it m ay endorse the imparital enforce-
ment of the laws by the President, it will give
no uncerraln sound respecting statutes which
Allow the United States to be made the work-
shop, arsenal, recrmiting ground and base of
operations by oppressors sagamst a sister re-
public. The emqtions of those spectators Wil pe
but the calmination of the feelngs which have
attachea 8o much interest to the history of these
gunboats, and which alons have made thelr con-
struction worthy of comment. Ever since the an-
nouncement that the gunboats would be allowed to
depart every incident connected with them has been
| anxiously searcaed out by the public, and a3 tbe
| work progressed each day added to the number
| who tbronged the docks about Thirtoentn street.
| On no occasion has the gxcitement been greater
i than that which characterized

: TOE SCENE YE3TERDAY.

Standing upon the pler at the foot of Thirteenth
street, tt was pot difficult to Imagine one's gelf in &
S8panish navy yard. A Spanish war vesssl, with
coalbarges alongside, lay at anchor in the stream,
fifteen Spanish gunboats swung with the tide on the
left, rowboats with Spanish officers and bearing
Spanish flags moved to and fro across the water,

Spanish an
fasion around, ‘and even the roar of furnaces and
clank of hammers In the workshops seemed to
sound in the tonesof Spain. Practically It was a
Spanish navy yard. Captain Aragon, the agent of the
Madrid government, Was lmperial in his supremacy.
The most delicata intimation of the Spanish Minls-
16T W3S & command, and Caplain Navarete, the
secretary of the Spanish Admural at Havans, re-
cerved no less solicitous attention. Naval bustons,
bearmg the crest of Spain. and gold-laced caps
adorned with glided crowns glistened in ali the ave-
nues about the place, ana Spanish satiors Jounged
upon the timbers, chattaring their jargon a3 content-
¥ as on thewr pative shore. Curions spece
more ngreeanla 10 atand
1] 0ssesatons and watch
the operations mm nelghncrlnz lamber piles, 23
the authorit.es m command were not nmlnble m
meTica0 Citizens unless they worked in 3 gunbo:
or wanted to enter ihe Spanish service. They rel:
shat they were masters of the sltuation. and their
100Ks and actians did not beile tneir feelings, They
were 10 great fiaste, The barreis and boxes of pro-
visions could no¢ be handled fast enough to sult
thelr jmpetaous nature, and the barges seemed 10
them to require an eternity for, dlschnrzmga hundred
tonsef coal into a gunboat. Work on the three un-
ﬂmsned vessels amazed tbem by its prolongation,
evi vement from me pawing of upper
WOTK to !he nolm RUD CAITages, was closely
watched with !mpauence. ‘The enmneers and firemen
engaged on Monday and Tuesday were overwhelmed
wiih instruciions, and ordered to be on bosrd suls
mrm:lng at seyen o’clock; and the former agreed to
obey, provided some arrangements were made for
their subslsr.ence on the gunpoats. This nad not
been ded to in the contract, and afier consider-
ahle cnnsnllnlon they were prom:sed $17 10, in
gnld, extra, for snbmstence money on the trip. The
remen will draw rati No American coalpassers
were taken, 1t havlng neen finally decided to detail
men from the Pizarrofor that duty, Four pilots,
one for each five vessels, were engaged, the last
orders for supplies, &c., were mven a: sisndown,
and as the flags go up to the
mg e uecu o the flotilla vn.u resouna wth
pmure. All the necessary
ly Dz2en ai-
?} 3 1y uutant ﬂla bpnnlsn Consal
lu:cml- rianell el nteen different certiff-
cates of transfer of the ugo nb gunboats from No. 1
10 No, 18, The cnllec r znerenpon detalled an
omcer to 1m 1nspect certify on the face of
each of the translerﬂ nm lm bad visited and ldenzl-
fled them. Inconsequenceof thisno obscacle wiil
be offered by the Collector to the deparsurs of the
boats, whicu, a3 vessels of war, require 1o clear-
ance. Mr. Hopper, Superintendent of the Coastwise
Department, 1dencified them yesterday morning as
those to wnich she cemﬂca;es npg;led
HED VE:

NFINIS)
are belng hurried to completion no Iess rapidly than
those just delivered. All the workmen that can be
convenientiy employed on ifiem are Dasteninz their
outflt, as 1t the gunboats were reqaired to prozecz
New York from &I enemy. and the decks are ¢o
With tackle, hammocxs, cables and otuer pnrapner-
rnese boats all le
e d Fourteenth n:ee:s,
and are murded day aml nlmn by a large nuwber
of  watctm rmed With revolvers.  Bvery
stranger Wio, approncnu mem 13 ¢l lym:cned
and moat cases led admission
the boais naless provided with a pass. These VESGX&
Wl all be comweled by the lat of January, and wul
diatel; c-:e yed by the
New York
with oticers lnd men for mem. ulsummsmod
that several other 8panish w: 18 will be con-
structed at the same uunusnmenz, although Mr.
De&matter 8iates thatno ontrace has yet neen en-
T 0.

AN EXCITED SPANIARD.
mong the sWarthy lookers-on 10 citizen’s dress
nt the Delamater worksyesterday was a tall Span-

pro; of atfairs. The HERALD reporier polite y
asked him how Spaniards in New York regarded the
attitade of the Unlted Statesrespecung the gunboat
question.

SPANIARD—OR, Seflor,.zea government of zee
TUnited States eeS ail right. Wenaver suppos-ed zat
2¢e goonboats would be stopped. Zeo law was vary

1811
REPORTER—But did you not think that the sym-
pathy of the people Ioruc';xnl mignt infuence Con.

resa la dem!n the
—\Ve was not afra-ed of zal. Zee gov-

ernme'nml Spain was ready to fiet If zee bo-ats was
seezzed, and zes Umited stales Cannot have a war
now. A Spanish fieet would come to New York if
zes bo-ats was not let go.
. REPORTER—ATre the people of Spaln ready for war
With thus couniry ?

SPANIARD—I telis you zare would be no war. Bln

1f 218 government did maxe war, zee Spanish pe

ples 13 ready. Zare never was much xmndsmp m-
Zee United States 1n Npain. Zay always believed zat
z¢e Yankees had Zzer eyes on Cuba, and zat zee
Uurted States was zer enemy in every quesiiop zu
mecr.ea zee provl.nces nr spam In Amencn. Besld

zat, when zea Qui d zee Ameru:an
papers called ber bad. namss. anu berore 2€e revo-
lution made ze¢ Spanish peeples very mad, How
Wwould you Like 1t if zee papers in Madnd sald zat
Meeses Grant was a bad womsan?

REPORTER—Rat yon xnow she 18 not. Amerfeans
think that the »panigh government ought to feef
very amicably towards the United States, especially
since the Cuban expeditions have been brogen wp
and your gunboats refeased.

SPANIARD—Perhaps (it does, but zat {3 not mu
‘We bad zee right 10 come 10 New York for guoboats,
and Spain has plenty of ships 10 make zee United
Seates give zem up. 1t Was a question of honor, and

uld

1f 1t Was Decessary zee fleets ain would bom-
bard  New x! e ted  Stales Das
gOL_Ver; Dot protect
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gunba
vents the execation of any such plan now, Dul % ls.
" Piaay bo devised

Preparing to asiouish the COMMNULY bY & Coup
% emx and the floiuia now ready for sea. my bave
uble before z gols out of sight of sandy H

1ard, ehho‘mtg_ly attired, who seemed to gloaton the

are pus down zee Yankees In zes
out of zat. We know zat zee Americond have no
lovefor us and we wiil not let zem stay in Cuba un-
less zay pehave zemulvu.

PLOT
to destroy the nbom nsl comu to light withia the
last Iewyaan“nnd would 1 ng: zzl nave pro yrnv:d
¢
f:m”.é:‘!: K r?x’: me:;:d;x‘e‘n anee‘ Amenc:ms con.
ceived the pian, and without commumcmmi thelr
intentions'to tne Caba Junts, but trusting to Dll;
llmrnmy for xanm i lncbo::gm. ﬁcmly prepaxe
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