CUBA

Progress of the Siruggle for
Indcpendence.

The Spanish Squadren in West Indian

Waters.

Opinions Rogarding President
Grant’s Message.

The stesmer Rapidan, Which arTived at this port

yesterday from Havana, brings us the following

- news up to December 8. The purser will accept
Reknowiedgments for favors received.

Gerersl Grant’s Message—Its Efect in
Hiavanae
HAVANA, Dec. 8, 1869,
Tne Epanisrds of Havana are jubilant. Last
evening was publisted a telezram, recelved here by

18 convoy reacned nt aesunanan, tne garrison and
the people, who were in & deplorable condition,
Enmﬂ T, out 10 meet them, Further detalls are

Colonel Pelaez, who was practically driven from
1be fa1and and whose setion, 1t will be remembered,
had 1mmediate connection Wwith the deposition of
Dalce, has published a pamplhlet in Spalu (IeXeudmg
himself and cailinz on thoss who accuse him of
sending large sums of money to Spain to come for-

ward and make themselvea known. He states that
34100 time did 16 hav more than 5100 men ucder
hts command.

Up to this date there have been 2,400 properties
coon“ “r‘etn it bl

ne of the city papers publishes the followin;
of Spanish war vesscls ngw on ths station :— gt
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the Assoclated Press, that
Grant in his message oppased the grauting of belli-

eptuno

gerent rights fo the Cabans, and the
face of ercry spamard glowed all over with satts-
1on, while the Cubars appeared ccrrespondlnx!ly
{n'e?n-?m and worn. The celebration e
srrival or ho Asturlan \'olunwers was gomg onand a
new zest was added 101t by the know:edge that the
Desd of lhe Ure:n. Republic nf tne North had no word
oI encor ment 1or 1he patriots struggung for
self- ,.nvcrumem here. The papers of thus morning
make few cominents. The Prensa san~
Grant knew how dieastrous to tne
would be a war With a great nation like srm.n," uu
no doubt he did.
‘Spould thus prove troe a=d Congress take no action
the hopes of the Cubans are adiittedly at an ead,
©s they cannct continue the struggle under exfsun,
circurastances, thougb mach blood will be shed an
muliions of property destroyed before it 1s enged.

A C igu Agnlost C A Review
ef Muiters in Thet Locality—Arrivel of
General Lesca frem the Cinco Villns=Re-
port of the Situation There=Desperate
Fighting in Santlago de Coba=The Insure
gert Position S3logote”=Burning of Es-
tates—A Convoy to Las Tanas and Hard
Fighting=List ¢f Vessels on the West India
Station.

HAVAX4, Dec. 8, 1869,

That portion of Cuba called Camaguey comprises
the greater part of the eastern end of the island
and covers an ares larger than PortoRico. Withia
1ta boundaries are the insargent hesdquarters.
Tere i8 located the Cespedes govelnment snd tne
mamn 2rmy of the Cuban republic, under Quesada.
For some months pest 1t has seemingly been snut
in from the world, and little or nothing of what
has transpirad there has been kvown outside. Oniy
by & careful study of what the Spaniards do and do
ot say, the report of adeserter or a forelgner—
most likely an engineer—have we been able to
learn gnyibing of Insurgent movements in this
localify, Meanwhile the operations of the
Bpanish jorces have been more than usually
resullless. They have kept open the railroad lne
from Puerto rrincipe to Nuevitas and nothing more.
Siace the great victory at Las Tuaas, following
which the commander of the Spanish forces came
bers with a few followers and has not returned
thither, nothing warlike is reported. Bemegast,
who just stbsequent to the battle was said to be
marching from Holguin to the rellef of Tunas, has
ot beea heard {rom slnce, and, for sught that 1s
Xknown of him or kis command he may have been
consigned to the tomb of the Capulets. The Cubans
Bay he 1s dead and his force desiroyed. Valmaseda,
&3 ho reported, succeeded in seading a convoy from
Bayamo to the relief of Tunas; bus 88 not one
'WOrd of tue conditlon of afaws there has stace
appeared 1t s falr to conclude the whole
truth hes not beentold. In & word, for two months
past but 1ttle mors has been positively koown &8 1o
‘Whgt has been golng on in all that Immense region
than as though it were mituated in the interior of
Japan twenty ycars 8go. It 1s known that the Span-
1ish troops in Puerto Principe and Nuevitas and on
the rallway between bave sadered In & most unex-
smpled manner from sicknlss. At one time there
‘Were In the nospitals of the former placs 1,400 men,
and of the latter, 400. The fine battalion of Catalans
which landed hera 1as spring 1,200 strong, made up
©of bardy, robust men, has dwinaled to 230 weak, ca-
@averous persons, and the other troops have suffered
1n the esme proportion. The msurgent bands have
been very active too, and nnadreds of their enemtes
have bitten the dust asthe result of their efforts.
1t 12 Row proposed, judging from the movemsnts of
the Spanish forces, to mavgurate s campaign bere
acdogen upall mu vest region to the avthority of
tae government. The voluntecrs of Madrid, which
recently arrived here, have been despatched 10 Nue-
¥.128, &2 before reported, and from >anti Espirita we
icarn tnan.s;mng coluinn bas leit that piace for
Lamaguey, under command of Geneml Goyeurch.
Colonel I‘ascones, With 00 men, Was moviag against
& lurgecamp, situated in trout of Cayo Komano,
Wi

e Voz de Comercio, tn  speal
toat by the end of December nm

neral Li he
Clnoo \nlm, :umed here on me sln‘land mu pro-
13 suffesing m: Irom an old

Ivound remvea m the Pemmsula, aud this is the
osteneibie reason of hus retrement. An nmeer of
ilia s1al Glates that the greatest aifilenlty which the
genernu have to contend with in ihe ue.d 18 from
who are in

'eA
crime. kad an
aoned Wwrote to their friends remaining within
the 1nsurgent lines, and many were tiusiadnced to
absndon the iasurrection. The number of those
nrmem.mz thamlelvel u Teported a3 follows:—In
ber, 80; Uctober, 170; November,
m 'ﬂus nowarer. n:m Tendered tho General very
nnpopnlxr ‘Wwith the Bp: 'ds. ‘The officer reports
that & very large part of ihe Cinco Villas is entirely
ree from Insursents, and the people ﬂre working in
thelr fields. ‘lhe insurrects were recently in strong
force at Giguanes, & very SI0DE, posmon n.uong toe
Blls, trom whence they once fied n om the ca umni
of Pelaez. A forcy had th

ng

there and driven taem out, 'ma wom p:m
of the whole s:ctwn 13 about Trimidad. The
health of the 00ps was  very good.
7bere had been but five deaths from cholera,
and these were among lle cavalry, though the in-
fantry had xrequenuy %o wade through Water walst
deep and ey rally barcrooted, theiwr shoes

‘wearing out m a lew days. ‘They remalned healiny,
Tna Segundo Cabo (General Carbog who recent]
ent 10 the Claco Villas, 11l refurn soon; and
Benor Colonel D, Mnnu:l Forttllo y Portllio, of the
engineers, vnu xe command. is oitleer 18 not
Jrell Epoken of in Havana, From Cienlaegos we
learn that! eeven additional estulesnave beea burzed,
A gentleman who recently vash avRna rom that
place, on_bis retarn, writes that matlers were daily
Lrowing Wnrsavlmu that bonfires were seen n every
oes 0. DA]p]Il:llln no?hlu er ol|‘ the 4ta eays the

ag &

‘rmch = s 8 zu“:::; t;‘ée insargents,

" ghting of
tho war hus been goung on 1here, and up to ine ‘Taost
dates withcul delerminats Tesult. ‘iha poaiien
known as ‘~uoxom” 13 aserles Of Very strong re-
0d of the ummry aml

smpervions to shells. 'rneee cover an
seven leagues, eud along them rnr many qayg n“
‘been severe fighting snd heavy losses. Al latest ace
counts Camara bad captired oue of ths posiions,
as *Arroyo Guerra,” but the unmuuz was
letter from Santizgo de Cuoa of
“I don’t thik tue renels l:uve

etompany of 1roo s, with their otiicers, nad gone over
o the Insurgents.

‘The steamer Polayo arrivea here yesterday, bﬂng—
Ing ipter dates iromn Gibara and Holgumn. Nothy
of unercl-. 18 menttoned. 1he troops on golng mu
It to meei AnY LNSUr2enis and many persons
were prescnting themseives to the anihoriiies, stce
the foregoLng Was WIitlen we learn through Spantsh
pources that on the 2cth of Novewmboer 450 soldiers of
tho Kegiment de Espana, commanded by Don José
Velasco, With Bonlder as second 1n command, started
from the post of Guamo, in_Nansantlo, with & con-
woy for Las Tunas. In an hour uler they left the
enemy opened fire from smbush o squadron of
the Lancers del Rey. 1he hema.umn. anann:. Was
"onnded, and the commandact, Velasco, contusped.
Negr Las Minas the firing was ternble, ana so con.
tingous was 15 mz 1% d1d oL cease from gaven A. M.
to six P. M. A captam of voluateers, Don Angel
Marhn, mong the wounded. Luring the day
the nsyonez drave the insurgents beiore 12e troops
gnd the arullery Was In constant play. On tbe
following morning, the 27th, the marca conunued
over the five kagaes that remamed to Tunss, e

1ng incessant from 81X to four, tlmngh not
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1dem; 20 centimetres, Rivera and 18 1dem, while
nferior vessels have gan3 of lesser calibre,

;‘glgotal the day prévious. At BIX o the cvenlng

BOOUPIN aling vesscl.
The Iron-clads have 353 pound Armstrong’s, 150




