Holding Back on the Cuban
What Does It IMean®
Every one asks with zome surprise what the
apparently pro-Spanish policy of the adminis-
tration and the ly studied of

Queastion==

with its or popular t, and

how far Congress has como up to the expecta-

tlons of the public, First of all the Presi-

dent’s Message fell heavy upon the hearts of

the Cubans and hopes of the American

people.  After saying something about the

people of the United States sympathizing with

all who sre struggling for liberty and self-

government, and the efforts the government

had made to negotiate for the independence of
Cuba, tho President states that the contest on

the part of the Cubans “has at no time

assumed the conditions which amount to &

war in the sense of international law, or

which would show the existence of & de facto

political organization of the insurgents sufi-

clent to justify & recognition of belligerency.”

Then followed immediately after this declara-

tion the order to release the Spanish gun-

boats, thereby giving unnecessarily the most

effective aid to the Spaniards while at the

same time utterly ignoriog the Cubans, Since

the publication of ths President’s Message the

sympathies and ardor of Congress for the
Cubans seem to have been surprisingly chilled.
To all appearancesit fell like s wet blanket
upon the glowing sentiment of liberty and gene-
rosity that had fired the breasts of Congress-
men before that event. Monster petitions for
the Cubans are tabled without notice; resolu-
tions favorable to Cuba or to bring up the
Cuban question in any form have been
objected to and Iald over, and in every way
there seoma to have been a disposition to put
off the subject or to hold back from it for a
time.

This i3 a curious state of things. It cannot
be explained by any facts known to the public
or by any process of ressoning upon the
caprices or vagaries of human npature, The
Cubans have not forfeited their claim to the
sympathy of the American people and govern-
ment. Onthe contrary, they have displayed
those heroic qualities and that ability in the
conduct of their war for independence that
ought to, inspire admiration in the heart of
every American. How can the President say
it fs not & war in the senss of international law
which would justify the recognition of bel-
ligerency in the face of facts to
the contrary that all the world must
know? General Prim acknowledged lately
that forty thousand troops and fourieen war
vessels had been sent from Spain to suppress
the insurrection, and yet it is known that the
insurgents are stronger to.day and occupy &
larger extent of territory than ever they did
since tho commencement of the war. From the
very beginning, which from the want of means
was on a very small scale at first, the Cubans
bave been increasing their power, the strength
of their organization and the territory held,
until they are able o defy successfully all the
power of Spain. The very necessity of these
thirty gunboats which this country has far-
nished the Spaniards, and the enormous rein-
forcements ssnt out from Spain, afford a
sufficient answer to the President’s assumption
that & war in the sense of international law
does notexist. The war i3 on such a scale,
and the Cnbans have such an organized
government; both civil and military, that any
nation would be justified in according bellige-
rent rights, It could be done fairly within the
meaning and general interpretation of inter-
national law. But the American republic and
government should rise above this considera-
tion evenin the case of Cuba. We should
have a broad and comprehonsive American
policy of our own with regard to all
the countries, colonies or territory in this
hemisphere. We shoald never fail to aid the
cause of republican freedom on American soil
wbenever an opportumly oceurs, If the
government should not do this at the present
tlme in the case of Cuoba it will show'a

want of ight and at:
ship, will not fulfil its mission and will act in
opposition to both the interests of the country
and public sentiment.

But we aro not willing to believe the
admiaistration is aiming to aesist the
S ds and to crush the Cabans, notwith-

Congress on the Caban question mean. Even
those members of Congress who are most
pronounced and advanced in favor of Cuban
independence or annexation ars holding back,
l[unster pelmons to Congress, with seventy

for the ition of
Cuban belligerency or independence are laid
aside for the present, and that upon the motion
.of members who have been the warm
friends of Cuba. Months ago the President

g the 1 of the P ’s Mes-
sage and the release of the Spanish gunboats.
‘We are disposed to believe there may be some
overtures from Spain—some professed dispo-~
eition on the part of that Power to open nego-
tiations for the sale or cession pfCuba, and that
our goverament is desirous to conciliate the
Spaniards and to save their pride from being
wounded, so that the object may be accom-
plished under the form of friendship. The

did not hesitate to express highly
favorable to the Cubans. The Secretary of
State was scarcely Jess sympathetic and hope-
ful for Cuba than his chief. All this is on
record. Our Minister at Madrid was instructed
to tell the Spanish governmeni, mearly nine
months ago, that public opinion in the United
States was 8o strongly in favor of the Cubans
that the administration and Congress would be
compelled at no distant day to recognize them.
At the end of the session of Congress last
sprmg the House of Representatives passed a

i to General Sickles,
our Mmister ot "Madrid, lately, give color to
this opinion. We cannot believe that the
government, and least of all that General
Grant, would take the back track in the
Cuban question for fear of war with
Spain. Such & bugbear would not
distarb the most nervous old fogy if he
had any sense. But if the seeming pro-
Spanish and anti-Cuban policy of the adminis-
tration arises from any new movement on the
part of Spain to negotiate for the sale or inde-
P of Cuba it may bo well to warn the

luti y expressing symp

wm: the Cubans ig their struggle for &eedom
‘and authorizing the President to recogu!ze
‘them. It ls known, too, that cur government
made an effort, about the same time, to nego-
tiato with Spain for the independence of Cuba.
Nor should it be forgotten that the seizure
and detennon of ﬂxe §z;;msh gunboats for a

st B 8 Sl relefion o Darn. No éna
had any idea that these gunboats would or
could be used against Peru, The government
knew this, and, therefore, using the Peruvian
Minister or the pretended guasi war with Peru
in the matter was mere pretext. There is no
doubt that the object at the time was to serve
the Cubens in an indirect way. Everything
tended to show that the government and
people of the United States were steadily
advancing to a point when this country would
interpose in some way or otherin favor of
Cuban independence., Everybody expected it,
 thepress anticipated it and the poor Cubans
were fospired with hope by i, That was the
state of the question up to two weeks
ago, and a greal deal was expected
from the President and Coogress, or from
Congress, at least, as soon as the session
commonced. General Graot said even to one
of the Cuban Jonts, in an interview ten days
since, that Congress would take prompt
action on the subject of Cuba.

Now let us look at the other side of the
picture. Let us see how far the hopes that
were inspired have been realized, how far
the admicistration have acted in accordance

government against any possible Spanish
treachery, so that it may not aid the Spaniards
in their atrocious system of war on -Cuba for
the sake of & remote contingency. If our
government be too yielding and tender in ita
friendship for Spain on such a prospect {t nay
be cheated and be Iaugheﬂ “lb’ 'ghwhole

wona i £ siplicies 5 folly. The only
way to treat Spain and this Cuban question is
in the boldest manner and on the principle of
& broad American policy, independent of
what the rest of the world may think or say.




