" xiE SPANISE FLOTILLA.

mpxmuons far Departure—Scenes at
the Foot of Thirteenth Street—Pre-
cantions Against a Bald—De-
seription of the Vessels.

The Spanish guubeats wre rapldly preparing for
wes, and eighteen of them will leave in a shors time
for Havana. These have aiready recelved nearly
teir entire outflt, & few hours only being necessary
20 complete them. Alllle together In the dock be-
1ween Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets, with
plagks extending over therr decks, affording & pas-
sage above the bulwarks across thirteen of them.

The scene at this place yesterday was of the most
animated description. Several of the gumboats
nad stesm up, and a large force ©f WOrk-
smen were busily engoged In putting the
finishing tonches on the vessels, while gangs of
laborers Were burriedly conveylng farmiture,
parts of TigEIRg, bammocks, coils of hose and other
equipment on board. Carts heavily loaded with
coal were detached from the korses, hoisted by the
derrick out over the gunboats and dumped into the
hold, and cordaof dry pine wood for Starung fires
were swang over the heads of tbe spectaters and
workmen in & similar manner. A nomber of young
Spapish officers from the Pizarro were all day
gcrambling over the gunboats to 1epect their fature
quarters, and everything was conducted Wwith &
degree of bustie and excitement that brooght
vividly to mnd sowe of the scenes about the
wharves daring the late war. The presence of the

carrlages on the vessels gave gaite & warlike
2spect to affairs, and ft wasnot dificult to 1magine
the alsatisfzction and uneasiness of the Cubans at
{he hurrying preparations,

Alarge crowd of spectators was prescnt throagh.
out the day, altracied by the report that some of the
gunhoais would go out on & trialtrip. The smoke
1ssuing from the fammels of some of the vessels
encouraged ta1s belief; but it seems that dres were

dled to get the encines in perfect workin,
Z?é{rm;xmmmfxy to thewr departure, Previou:

arves uni

ephteen are ready to proceed to Cuba. ‘Thess
will be oflcered from thz Plznrm. which brought
thirty-61x_ ofcers for t! purpose.  Engineers
will ‘be obtained in I«ew\nrk, and when the gun-
boats reach Havana they will recelve their guns,
ammunition, crews and fail oumplemmn of ofiicers.
As soon a8 the first eighteen eball lmve been de-
spawched, r.ne remaning twelve will be speedi
completed. It 13 understood that the whole num-
ber, tuirty in all, wera contracted for with Mr. Dela-
mater for $300,000 m gold.

‘1he contract for these vessels was signed on the
84 of May last, and on the19th the £rst keel was lald.
The first gunboat Was LmncheA June 23 and the last

on  Bepl en?er 3, a3t hich  Ume fifieen of
the vesseld  bad recelved lhelr engmes lua
The boats

1lers. gun!
mr the same pattern, and are mndels or suemzm.
compactness and convenicnce. Thewr dlmensmns
are 107 feet I length on the water line, 22 fee
mcnes eau. $ fect depth of hold, and 4 Iee: ll
es draught of water. The lines are full &
bowm om:rm afford £pace and soldity mr me
100-pounder pivot gan, and 1 and ln mace of the ordinary
ra\lalow. heavy 1 iwark, lined with sheed
1ron and provided with water waﬁ& has been sabsti-

an

e .
bulwarks, one on each guarter,

temporary jib stay is secmed W08 nhnckle boned to
the.. oumde of the stem. The englnes are very
powerful for their size, and the twin screws rest in
td:nsnble bearings of a new and pec character.

Tne coal bankers are located on cach side of the
boilers, and exiend forward and aft cf the centre of
displacement. “The magazine 1s between the engine
lreoom and cabin, aid 11 addition to bewng lined with

different-apphiances for flooding in case of fire. The
T8 of the crew are forward of the boilers and

10 arbmes,
&nd & pumber of cutlasses, lmbcnels, plkes, &c.
rrangements are provided 10r carrying 100 rounds
for the pivot gun. The capin 18 handsomely fur-
nlshed. and me gunboats, with their raking masts
ing, look moré llke pieasure yachte
.nn veuels of war. Two trial mps have been
had—one 1n September to West Polnt and the other
n October. Atthe iatter trial the gunbeat ran from
fourteenth street to 129tk strect and return. making
e Arst runof 5,81 scatate miles agalost the tide da

twen! seconds—a
wul of 11.6: mues 12 81XTV-1wo munutes ten seconds.
Captain Rafael ae Aragon has represented the
Spanish govemment in~ seperintending the cou~
mwnn o:t the unboa!

constantly on duty, ard 1n addition to the Spamsh
‘WAar steamer, whicn lics with her broadsides bearing
on the guuboats, a mz. with a howitzer on board, 1
employed to crulse during the mght in the nclnl:y
of the vessels. n is unm»sxme for apy serious
damage to be done to the gonboats, however bold
the atiempt might be, and there 18 every probability
that all of the zunmm.s wxll soon be on duty cruls-
around tue 1s1and of Cul
The L‘nban! !aem w havc a.be.ndoncd a)) hope of
preventing departure of the gunboats and
Bpeak desyondemly of therr cause. These vess
they ssy, will encircle the revolution as with an
{ron hoop, snumug outall assistance and sufgng the
young repabite. ‘Their cluel u‘onb'e 18, howéver, ut
t.he ammde sssumed by the United States ln're-
aging thie gunboatls, and Lbey argue that
nnnm un nOow Dbe placed upon suy umcxal acnon
Delng taken on their behalf,




