Drond Ameri Palley Ired.
Thcre seems to be some reserve with the
lon, and an unusual

reticenco wxfb the Wnsmnglon newspaper cor-
respondents, on the policy of the government
with rcg?:rd. {0 Cubs. This leaves rcom for a

good deal of speculation. Consequently that
portion of the press which evidently Is under
"Spanish influcnce pretends to belleve the
President will Ignore Coba In his message to
Congress next month, Of course such an
opinion has not been formed from ey infor-
mation obtained from General Grant or fiom
the State Department, and no doubt has been
monufactured either by the American agents
of {be Spanish government or by the news-
papers themselves under Spanish influence.
We cannot expect the President will reveal at
present precisely what ho Intends fo eay or
recommend to Congress about Cuba, and per-
haps he has not yet made up his mind fally on
the subject. In the month botween the present
tiine and the assembling of Congress events
may occur to modify existing impressions.
As b will act in accordance with public sentl-
ment, probably he may doem it Important to
asceriain what tho views of the representatives
of the people are before he docldes upon the
coursé he will take In his message on tho
Cuban question,
But we are not left in the dark entirely as to
“General Grant's views and sympathios relative
to Cuba, and, therefore, can form & belter
opinlon of what polisy he may develop in his
message than that offered by the “Bohemian
press or Spanish agents, The views of the
President were given at diTeront times during
the last summer and fall through the corros-
pondence of the HERALD, and, Indeed, 50 were
those of the Secretary of' State. We Luow,
then, that General Grant warmly and heartily
favored Cuban independence, and that Mr,
Tish expressed himself fn o similar manner on |
this subject. Weknow that he cordially slm-
pathized with the Cubans in thelr struggle for
liberty, and looked forward to the time
when the United States could recognize
them, Even the excessively conservative
Secretary of State admltted, months
ago, that recoguition aad Cuban Inde-
pendence were only a question of time,
The action of the goverament, too, through
our Minfster at Madrid, in proposing to nego-
tiste with Spain for the Independence of Cubs,
shows that as'far back aslnst spring the admin-
istration was earnesily at work to bring about
the freedom of Cuba. To suppose that the
President wonld now, after the Cubans have
berolcally maintained the etruggle, and that
with Letter prospects of sunccess, abandon the
~objeet he hind in view and the Cuban canse, is
' unreasenable, and would Jdmply & degree of
imbecility and vacillation on the part of the
admioistration which fs not consistent with
{he character of General Grant and whick the
Amerlcan people cannot believe. Throughout
his history gud public career General Grant
has shown that he entertains broad national
views on sll questions pertaining to the
T and perp ion of republl free-
dam on Amencau sbil and to progress and
graudeur of his own country, Thls was seen
in his bold proposition to march an army acrocs
the Rlo Grande and drivo the forelgn imperial
intruders from our sister republic of Mexico,
Infact, ho hasshown the same broadly national

timent and fearl on cvery 1
when republican institations on American soll |
and the progress and grandeur of our country °
were in question, '

How, then, cau wo belleve that the Presi.
dent will ignoro Cuba in his message to Con- '
gress, or that he will abandon the cause of
the Cubans, after all that he has sald and the !
effort Le hasmade to secure their Indepen-
dence? To be silent about Cuba when the
public mind is full of the subject end in ex-
pectation of & definlte policy being declarcd
would be acling like the foollsh and Umid
ostrich, which bides its head under {he sand
without consldering that its whole body is ex-
posed to view. The Cuban quesilon is too
prominent and too popular o one to be ignored,
ond we do not think there is Spanish influence
enough ot Washinglon to blind the President
to this fact. At all events, it is certain
neltitr the people nor tholr representatives in
Cougress will ignore it. As to the sympathy
of {be American people with the Cabans there
canbeno doubt. It exists in every section |
and omong all classes, except, perhaps, with
Mr. Sumner, who thinka of nothing but his
speoch on the Alabama clalms, and who would
sacrifice the libertles of any people forthe
fnnc!od glory connected with that, or with the

iLly, of a few copperhead poli-
tlclunu n.nd wclk old fogles, who would fence
in tho Unlted States lo prevent any farther
expansfon or progress. Dut the question of
Cuba is not one of sympathy only, despotic
and cruel as the Spanfsh goverdiment of the
{sland {s, and mmuch es the Amcrlcan people
may deslira to aee lhe Cnbnna free, but impor-
fant Amer} andp
aro fnvolved. Cuba Is the xlchut !Almﬁln

this hemisphere, aud, perhaps, on tho globe.
If froo or annoxed to the United States the
trade with It would be exceedlngly val-
usble—that s, If our government be
wise enongh to prevent tho island
becoming a second St. Domingo. If
the saction of the United States should avert
the fate of destruction and desolation which
now threatens Cuba, and the Cubans acquire
their independence, tho trade would become
in a short tlme incalculably valuable. Look-
ing at the matter, too, In a political point of
view, the presentis the most opportune time
for tho acquisition of Cuba, for settling a ques~
tion which kas long occup.ed the public mind,
for oxiending and st i
Tostitutions on this side the Atlantie, for ful-
filling our national destiny in the absorption
of contizuous American territory, for prac-
tically carrying out the Moaroa doctrine, and
for increasing the grandeur, power and com-
marce of the republle. With such objects ia
vlew and such motives for action thers is not
& great nation In the world that would not
have made the independence of Caba a fact
long before this, Dngland, France, Russia,
Prussia, Austria and even Spain herself would
have studicd only their own Interests, progress
and aggrandizement In such a case. e need
nof clte oxamples fa history—in what is occur-
ring constantly with the great natfons of tho
world—to show the policy all pursue. Every
ono i3 familiar with the facts. Will our gov-
ernment and statesmen comprehend tho broad
American policy that Is required of them, the
destiny of the republic, and the asplrations of
the pcople? That is thu questlon, Cuba is

ly a caso nvolving these great
naﬂonal considerations, and we must soon
know whether the government can compre-
hend ils opportunity and duty or not.




