THEE CASZ OF THE HORNET.

Interview with Commodors Higgins=Why
HMe Ran into Wilmington—=What He In=
tended to do With Spanlsh Moarchant Vese
ssls~=IIls Future Movemente.

WASHINGTON, Nov. T, 1800.

Commodorc Edwin Higgins, of tho Cubannavy,
1ate iu command of the Horaet, wiih F, J. MeNulty,
surgeon of the #3me veasel, arrived hera yoi-
terday from N. C. Tho
13a fine looking man, of about fifty-ive yesrs of
8ge, medium Reighs, well buolit, with a large
round head, tninly coverod with Zray Rair. e
Ras a mild, good natored expresslon of coune
tepance, an eye largs, but not particularly bril-
Hant, and & aquiltae nose, conslderably bent to one
ide, a3 If 1t had received a severs visitation from
gome antagonist in a prize fight.. Setiing o the
whole 1s a gray mustache, Which, wita hig hair,
makes the Commodora look 8 much oldér man than-
he reallyis. No person meeting him for the first
tims would take bim for the commander of & Priva-
teer. Indeed, he dentes that the Hornet was In any
8ense a privateer. Ha ln.!lsis that she was a regue
larly to the
Caban republic. The Commodore’s whole hearing
and general appearance Impress you with the 1des
that be i3 a man of coolness, daring and plack,
which he unquestionably {8, or he wouwid hardly have
ventared, at his time of life, on sacha hazardous
business a3 tho command of tha Horast. While he
natarally razrets tha cantara of his snmip he ssems to
take Ris bad luck with that kinlof philosophy whick
gags, “Ull try agaln aud hope to do betier next
time.”

The Commodors recelved your correspondent.
kindly and cordially, though he said there bad.been
some misrepreseatation of s motives aad conduct.
In the HzRrALD, Dut ko Xnery thiy werd mot lnten-
tiopal. After tho nsuat satutations I satd, ~Commo-
dore, how does the matter stand now?

COMMODORE—\Vell, our sbip lies at Wiimmgton,

| and, after a trial, all the odicera and crew, with the
excepuon of scyen, have bzen discharged. Wby
these seven oflcers are held I do not know.

CorzaspoNDENT—IHas your shilp been dismantled
23 well a3 disarmed.

-Yes, partially and wholly
disarmed., They have robbéd her of nearly every-
thing, fnciudtang stores, tobacce and clothtog.

CozrzsroNDENT—Do you conalder ths Hornet a
'yessel 1a 2l respecta adapted to the purpnsos you
hadinview?

CoNnODORZ~No, Dotexactly. Shaisasidawheet
steamer, and eonld not, therefore, be put ander can-
vas. Basldes, she coald mot carry more than six
day’s ceal, and betng & fast saller, she wonld do
better fors blockade rumner than & mAn-of-war~
thatexpeoted to encounter well armed veasels on
tue ocean.

CORRZIPONDEN?—There havs been varlous m&o-
ments publtaned, Commodars, abous your bjecs in
ruustog iato Wimingten, WUl you give me.your
own verslon of 1t?

Couxoponz—With great pleasure, sir. When I
arrived off Montauk Polnt, from Hallfax, Ifound
mysel¢ ous of coal, and it wa3s necessary to getsome
Yefora procecding frther. Isucceeded in commue
nlcating with our friends aad they seat outa
schooner with about a hundrod and sixiy tons,
which watook on boapd in a gale, and then pro-
seeded on onr Wway. My chief engineer scon mnformed
me hat the coil wad of a poor quality, Indeed, it
wa3 half sinte, and he made a written reporx
10 that effect. Jt appears that thoss wil
tae coal ontdid 30 witaeat exmmmnzlls quumy.
They foand tha schoexer witli a load of coal and se.
ber ons to me withous delay. When wo were oz
Hatteras the chicf engineer in‘ormed me that it was
usegles to proceed furiher without gelulng coal It
‘wouid ba 1mpossible, ha sald. Lo handle tiie vessel in

0.

i
Potut. Un my way South I did not know but thas
might meat a Spanisn war vessel, and X did not want
to bo taken ata disadvantage. The chauces were I
couid meither gel away frem her nor fight her.
Under these circumstances 1 3ot 800ut Lo 10K f0r &

putiing into Hattoras Inles, but X found ticre wasno
prospect of getting coal there, and, the sea was run-
ning 33 hign at the Lme tnas, wita a sidewheel
steamer, in oxpertweat mighs 2ave resulted disas.
trously on a lve Bnore. When I reached Cape Fear I
| found'a pilot, Who 1aformed me that L could get coal
at W ummzwn taagthe fort there \vasnmnunne-l aod
that thers wera no Ublted States
the neighborhood. DBy nuhurmz on‘ Smmmuo e
thougit I could get tha coal sent down to ma and be
o beforo tue Uaited States oDICIAI3 wers well
aware of my prescace, certainly befors they comu
3:nd any force to detain me. I conciuded do
mu, and e took me in. We arrived of Smlmvmu
a Satorday night. That is thirty miles below
! \vumtugmu. 1 immediately despatched the pay-
master and another olicer to Wilaungton after tha
¢oal. They did not reach thers uniil ooe o’clock
Sunday moroing. Alter makmz qumry may ascer-
ad in

; talne thas the ouly m3h who L

suen larg3 quastitics was 8 pions I’msbner a0,
Arousing blm, they fuumd that b would not sell o
E{umlny, aat befors Alonday. Ididnottiin<ihattba
United Stated autoorities would do mois than order
me to leave, even after they iound 1 wasthere. I3
23 Udeless Lo 20 to sea agnin without cotl, becauss
the coal was not cnly bad bat 15 was na2arly all used,
T concluded to wa't untit Monday, get my coat and
beotl. Un Moaday she authorities discovered I waa
taere, andt the United Siates Marslial came down
aDd took Possesslon of the sbip and put ner undar
the guns of tae (orr, Raving previously thrown some
soldiers into {t.

Conac3eOoNDINT—You may have seen a statement
0 the edect that your wife met you at Wilmington
®&lmost a3 soon a8 you arrived there, which looked
a3 If yeur moniug inte Wimidglun Wds precon-
certed. Is thero anstiling i that?

CouMAoD02E—N0o birs 16 18 Dot trne. While wa
Were tnzmv coat off Montauk Polut 1 wa3 struck

12
cannxsroxn\r—\"nexu md you intend going
when you started ?

CouMODORE—I learned hat the Spanish mall
steamer left {Iuvans on tho 1st and 1ith of each
monl 1 was anxlous to run across the track of
the one leaviug on the 1st of Uctobzr, and bons all

gl L
have encountared that steamer, for 1 wa3 well awaro
tha course suie takes.
CORRESPONDENT—What would you havs done with
ner, mm you caughs ber?

[XODORE—1L Would most probnhly havcmadas
nra onz of her. Thoe only trouvle 1 wonld have had
Wonld 2ave been I takiug cars of my Dprisoner3.

CURRESPONDENT—] 8UDDOS8 Yyou ~wou!l have
hurned MOt Of the Spanisn mwercaantmen yui cme

(.wxononz—?n- 1 could not we't adrd fohava
tazen them 10t tus ports opea 10 ‘tae Lubans and
bad them condomues 3 priz

COﬂxsmunz\r—\ug ’, Lyonry intentioa to Rave
TUD into &0; the ports of Cuba.

Cox amrtoichyx mntended to run 10, (lealro{
whatever nuppmnl found, and, [u connection Wil
the Cuvan laad lorce, seice and hold onc of the

of tne seaportiand et of "ﬂs ould bs
Detter than defendlng tio \aiaad &
CORRESTONDEN =123 30F FM 0! Jour officers
ubans ?
mgoﬁa‘;‘o'uaxn—nw paymaster and two or three of
the exgmeers wers Cubans, DISRONE of tho crew. I
dld not conslder ma: i rould do to nuix the seamen.
CORRI ssmunsw—(.ommmlurs, what about your
ture moveme!
mwuxonou—weu,lcun hardly say. I shall pro-
babiy try iz over sfainif Ican gt another -mp.
The lcss of tue Hornet fell more heavily
oiicers than on anyDOJY elss, e had Eom: ra.
spect of wakingz dashes hora and there, smm. »
good deal of ynzu money and nnmmnz Righ naval
rank. 1Was {o bg made aduiral of the Caban avy
33800243 thay asmmxsnud one. Yo wiil 820 thag
lt nnx to_our Interest togo anexd aud nos to gey
I woat wo out axain except I cangeta
beuer uhlp nmn e llornet, ona fore adapted to
WOIk on wWighigh seas,  Whether I can get inu X
matns to bo dcen.




