-8PANISR RECONNOISSANGE o Porto Ri0o.—
Hridently the Spanlards are not satlsfled
with the conditlon of affalrs fa Porto Rico.
The lateat mailnews from Havana informs ns
that several flylng column3 of {nfsntry have
gona out to different parts of the ialand. For
what parpose? may be asked. Has not Porto
Rico been comparatively tranquil, notwith-
standing 1tz close proxlmity to the revolu-
tlon flnCuba? Perbaps the quietness apparent
1sonly a well affected scemlng, and there 13
more reason to fear an outbreak among the
Porto Ricans than is generally thonght.
Uunder any circamstances the plan of sending
a body of soldlers to march through a peace-
ful gountry Is an unwise one. Whils 1t will
not awe the discontented it will tend largely
to weaken the confldence of the people In the
government that resorts to such means of
Intimidation to compel submission and stifle
Independence. If discontent be widespread
in Porto Rico it isnot of recent growth, and
the very sllenca in which It has been enveloped
renders it of a more formidable character than
the Spanish officials will readily admit.




