Wikat Is tho Camse of the Failure of the
Cuban Expeditions?

The Cuban privateers Lillian and Cuba have
certainly been unfortunate in their career.
Withont accomplishing anything the vessels
have been selzed and members of the crews of
each vessel have been arrested and held by
American and English'anthoriiles respectively.
From the manner of the selzure of both ves-
selsand the circumstances under which the
arrest of the crews were made it wonld seem
that thero i3 & scraw loose somewhate In the
management of these expeditions, Possibly
treachery may form a large share of the cause
of the dlsappoinimenta which have thus far
attended tho efforts of the Cubans at sea.
That there i3 some room for these repeated
fallares there I3 0o reason to doubt. So far as
regards Captaln Harrls, of the Lillian, we
belleve he has his heart In the work and is
true to the canse in which he has embarked,
but whether others can present as clesn a
record it Ia Impossible to say,

In relation to matiers on the island it Is im-

ble, h , not to guize the fact
that while wo have glowlng reports of the
1anding of Spanish troops and the increased
actlvity of Do Rodas, Valmaseds and the re-
malnder of the high Spanish officlals, the
insargenta are able to hold thelr own, not-
withstanding their embarrassments on the ses.
This atato of affairs cannot possibly be lost
sight of by DPresident Grant, whose
sympathles are with the Cubans, and
whoge pollcy—the result of serious reflectlon—
will in the end, no doubt, shape itself so
a3 to represent the wishes of the American
people. The present froubles in Spain also
hasten a solutlon of the Cuban problem, There
13 really too much to think of at home to watch
Cuba very closely. Affalrs have arrived at
that stage which requires somethlng more
than the shipment of troops from Cadiz to
crush 3 revolation over four thousand miles
distant. With a flerce domesticatrugglo agitat-
ing Spaln, destroying the confidence of the
people in hay lead!ng men and spreading
hout the country, 1t
s nvt dificult to Ioresee the future of Cuba.
Between the blunders of Spanish politiclans at
‘home and military leaders abroad the faland
will yet securo Ita fndependenca even though
dlsappolniment on the sea may at the present
time temporarily embamas her leaders.




