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‘The great, Interesting and highly Important wter-
nstional case of the United States va. thirty gun-
boats, known as the <‘Spapish gunvoats,” isTesting
in statu quo for the present. All the parties are
qiligently preparing themselves for the mighty con-
test soon to come off In the United States Conrt, on
‘which occasion the litigants declare their intentlon
10 appear *ready for the {ray," each armed cap & ple,
1o contest for the victory.

THE SITUATION OF THE BOATS.

Kothing new has happened in the situation of the
‘bosss, moored fu the North river, oot of Thirteenth
and Seventeenth streets. United States Marshal
Harlow bas full and exclusive possession of them,
through his depaty, Mr. A. H. Winslow, A

resident of mvlnn. Tam living for the presentin
the cliy o of New York,

l let New York for Cuba in May of this year, and

there about the 1ithday of that month.
Between the time of my arrival and about the ist of
August 1agt I was constautly travelling In the lslund.
d espectally traversed that part of it which L
betwacn Santt Espiritu, about the central yortmn
of the Island, and Santiago de Caba, near tho east-
ern extremity, & distance of about 350 wtles,

T8 district 1s a portion only ox the territory which
18 occupied and cont lled by the revolutionists, and
which covers_more Wo-thirds of the area of
the 1sland, This republlcnn or revolutionlst tem-
tory 18 bounded by lines extending from Sauntlago
Cnba, on the Caribbean Ses. near the eastern exnd 0!

the island, to Baracoa, o1 antic Qcean; from
Baracoato Saguala Granue along me northern ’coast;

can or revolutionisy terrtory J
braces gbout 24,000 square miles. ms territory m-
cludes some wild tracts, but for the most partis
open, cultivated country. It embnmes gome of the
larger towns of the siand, and though these are
stll in the possesston of the Spaniards the open
countzy about them and of the dlsmc: generally o

which I have referred is occupted and_vontrolled by
the republicans. 1518 their fixed policy for the pre-
sent 1ot to attempt to hold the mwns, the nccum-
tion of them by the Spaniards compelling them U
wn.ndtaw larze bodles from the fighting force Xor

This msmct 21so extending to the sea on both the
nortnern 2nd southern gides of the island embraces
many constaerable ports to which the Cubans have
(ree RCCESS, DUL having asyeuno mearss of thoroughly

ing these places they have made no attempt to
huld exclusive possession of them.

Within this disirict, petween May and August, 1

visited slmost all the milktary encampments of the
revolutionists, about thirty inall. AU sume of Lne
re 43 mAny s 2,600 mi
ess To the best of my jndzment and
beuet there were in all these CAmDS, In May, abﬂ\lb

15,000 well armed soldiers, and in August, en [
left the island, there were, I should thmk, nbout
20,000 But besides this force of regalar soldlers in
camps tie entire male population throughout the
district which I have referred to was orgamzed as
as a voluntary military force, but bemg without
arms, cannot be brouglt inte actual mutitary eer-
vice. Alithis rorc.e ul’ the revolutionists was under
the command of Quesada, the (.eneml in-Chuef, who
wis appointed by me Cuban Co!

During my stey 1n the istand mere ere frequent
conflicts between the Spanisa and Cuban forces, i
many of which I participated, In the mosz import-

of those 1 which I 100k part, which occurred
on me 13t ot June ai Culabazas, me (Aman lorces
about e tacked

number of watchmen are placed on board
* the bosts, and the srmed tug AMartin Kalbfiesch,
with her gun In posiion, and manned by
the Marshal’s officers for a crew, keeps a constant
Jookout by day and night that mone of the selzed
boats leave their places. The workmen of Mr. Dela-
meer and of his sub-contractors resumed their
labors yesterday morning, and scarce anything

but were repel e lCW days before
a fight had taken placc. 1n which, as 1 was then In-
formed and believe, ibe Cubans nuimbered 1,500,
Many other combatstook place, \mn VATIous results.
The condition of the coun one of constant

fightizg b s,
part of the Cubans all of the names wcre canducbeu
under the control of ibe Commander-in-Cl

At the Ume of Iy VIsit to the 1sland me Cuban
mvuluuurmry pany had n.lrea.dy adomed a consttu-

recognized islands of me PAcU!o Ocean and the

tribes of Africa and Asi at peace with
Whomever we are nos nl wsr. W sometimen come
municate with thesa unrecognized politjcal bodies In
their assumed character without granting them any
diplomatic recoxnlhé%né We wsell;egormeny at war

‘with the unrac 8,
Immediately after the passaze of the act of 1818
ure, . u.nuldet} by any act or declnrnuog

belng c,un-led out, but there was no necessny for |
The Marshal aid not need the gun. e coald
uxe e cyliader heads out of the engines of the ‘
gunboats or r]o snvmmg ‘he pleased to prevent
thelr departur that the civil authori-
tles were nxone responsinle for the vessels, but it
violence should be attempted I would send him all
the marines at my command. ‘

uprems
by the political branch
Judictal nouce of astate of war between Spain and
the revolted colony, ditrict and people of Venczu-
ela, and ylelded to the acIs of Venezuelan agents the
nme efféct and valldity as to Lhe acts of recognized
ates. In the case of the Estrella {4 Wheaton, 208)
me Court allowed a commission issued by the un-
recoxmlzea republlc of Veuezne!a as justiiication of
acaptare. In ] of the Josefé Segunda (5
Wne mm, m)—venezuela belng atthe time nnrecaz-
elther as liigerent merely or as
snar, —tne Court sald. "It would mdeed be unrea-
sonable and unjust to visit uj n ma innocenk
owners of this property the sins of a pirates and
hig allegation made 0at the Oourt would find
-cnlcy ln mn.kmg the restitution which is asked
for. Butis a3 the General Arismendi a pl-
cmmer r 'l‘ne Court thinks not, Among the
ts 13 a cony of & commission, which 18 all that
1n such acase canbe expected, which appears to have
been ler the authority of the republic of
Ventznoia. Thia Tepublic 13 composed of the inbi
itants of a poman of the domlmon oK Spain, in
South America, who have bee e ima past
and stili zre maluta(mng Y contes: Ior mllepenav
ence with the motner country, Almougn not ac-_

A Den
mand for the Burrender of the Spanish
Gunboats at New York—Cuban Plot for
Their Destruction=The Case Legally in the
United States Courtm

WASHINGTON, Nov. 26, 1862,
The highly exciting story that Selior Roberts, the

Spanish Minister, had made aformal demand for the

Telease of the thirly gunboats, about which 8o much

fass has been mage Jately, has just this sim founda- .

tion:--Seflor Roberts called upon Secretary Fish, ‘

and in the course of a conversation, which embraced i

& varlety of subjects, remarked thathe did not feel |

altogether satistied with the conduct of the l'!mted 1

States in the his 18 |

size of the so-called ‘“speck of war,” and

8oWS how eastly a molehill may be magnified 1ato

8 very laige monntain when people’s vision become

thus spoke very

by
nation, it iy weu Lnﬂwﬂ thaty open Wﬂl’ exists be-
tween them and his Catholic Majesty, in which the
United Btaws maintains strict neutrality. In this
state of s tus Court cannot but respecs the
Delllgarent ngm.s of both parties, and does not treat
28 pirates the cruisers ot elther, So long as they act
under and within_the scope of their respective con-
missions, ThIS capeure, then, having been made
under a regular commission of the govemmenz of
Venezuela the captors acquired thereby a title to
toe vessel and cargo, Wh.lch coald ouly be diverted
by recaptare or by the seatence of a prize court of
the coun!.r)y under whose commission the capwure
‘Was maf
The prmclple of these decisions and others to the
same eflect are enurely consistent with the rule de-
clared in Rose va. Himely (4 Cranch, 292) and its
kindred cases.
The belligereat right to neutral conduct spmnzs
m the possession of the statea law, and does n
16ed to analt any formal concession by the polm-
calbranch of the government. No recognition of
Leiligerence was ever accorded to the SOutn Amert-
can republics, but they were 2t all times treated on
ual terms with Spain in the courts. Whether there

n Yrissar Clemens (2 Car. & Payoe 223) it wa
decided mat a1 @ foreign slate 18 1ecognized by this
country it i8 not necessary to support an aue»mon
which describes it as a State’ 10 prove that 1t1s 1
fact an existing State; but 1f 4t be not so recng-
nized then such proof becomes necessary and may
admitted.”” *“ifabody of persons assemble togeﬂ;er

e-

pendence, and make Jaws, and have 8-
nce. tnal is evidence ur tneir bemg a bme, and 1t
they form be.

arcund the place would show the that

of
g\xxmnwemg mz llberly of tne m'ess, ol rehmon and
ery.

something unusgal was golng on in the neighb
hood gnd that here lies ali the cause of so much stir
1in the diplomatic ana legal world. Nor need it be
expected that any change will come over the
locality until the courts shall have finally decided
tne international status of these vessels ang they be
«ither relezsed and given up to Spain or declared
Zforfetted to the United States aund brought under the
hammer 10 be “Kn down,” in the
ugual phrase, “o the highest bidder.”
PREPARATIONS FOB THE TILT AT LAW.

In the office of the United States District Attorney
everything was quiet yesterday with regard to this
matter of the Spanish gunboats, save and except &
short Interview Mr. Sidncy Webster, on behalf of the
claimants of the boats, had with Judge Pierrepont.
Early tn the morniry this latier gentleman, in his
usual bland and affable manner, received AMr, Web.
ster and several other gentiemen In his private ofice
in the Unlted States Court House, on Chambers
gireet, and they were closeted together for quite a
while. Mr. Webster had come to inform Judge
Plerrepons that the counsel for tne defence had con-
‘cluded not to apply for leave to “bond” the vessels,
that is, to have them released on sufficient security
being given that they will not be employed 1n hosti-
1ues sgafnst Pery, but that early next week they
‘woula move in the Districs Court for an order to
quash the writ of seizure and dismiss the
libel, at the c¢ost of the government, and
thus to grant a rull reiease and discharge
©of the gunboats from all farther detentton.
The motion, sala Mr. Webster, will be based
on proper and other 'y
evidence, which are now belog prepared, and copies
of which will, probably, by next Monday, be fur-
aished to Judge Plerrepont, together with the usual
‘written notice of motion required by the rulesof the
court. But as the defence wished a speedy decision
of the case Mr. Webster inquired whether the Dis-
trict Atworney would hold them to the rule of 2 ien
days’ notice of motion, or wounld walve his privilege
ana consent 1o take up the issues to be raised of
fatt and of 1aw within a shorter time. Judge Pierre-
‘pont remarked that he would interpose no such
tecnnical objection, wonld accept any notice and
‘Wwalve the allowance of time under the rule, but he
‘would wish to be Informed, at least one or two days
‘before the argument, of the grounds for the motion
a8 presented by thelr afidavita, TS was agreed
0, and Mr. Webster left. The great tit at law In
the court may, tierefore, be looked forward to by
about the middle of next week,

THE REPUELIC OF CUBA IN THE FIELD.

It1s the opinion of many well versed in constru-
ipg and applylng the law of nations and statutory
enacuments ia Intricate cases, that the governient
at Washington, however unwiling or undgcided 1t
may be at present, will ultimately teel the necessity
of preferring officially the charge that these boats
wera fijted out 1o commit hosiilities against the
“colony, district or peopie’ of Cuba, With whom the
United States are at peace. 1n fact, it was suggested
in aiferent querters that this case would Iose much
of 1ts fnterest and importance, 1u one point of view,
‘were this chiarge coutinued to be held back. Up to
1ast eveniog Judge tuerrepont had received nothing
decisive on this question from Washington, although
1t 18 assumed, and not without good rexsons, that it
18 earnestly and studiously canvassed and imvesti-
gateq, in &ll 1ts bearings. by the Presiaent and the
members of his administration,

In order to urge the adoption of this course the
“epublic of Cuba,” through 1ts accredited though
Dnotyet recoguized representative in this couatry,
Sefior J. Morales Lemus, Dbas suddenly come upon
the field of action, and that gentleman yesterday
placed in the Dands of the Tnited States District
Attorney the following documents, wiich need no
comment as they explain themselves. Judge Pierre-
pont ordered copies to be made of them at once,
&nd had them forwarded to the State Depariment,

for the lnformation of Secrctary Fish, awaiting 1o |

what the

compietely Orgamzcu govcrumem, represeuu:a oy a
president and congress and secretaries of btate, war,
treasury and interior and other ofticers and bodles.
The Congress was composed of elfnteen delegates
elected Dy the peupie from all parts of the isiand. 1t
'Was at the time o wnlcn Irefer in session, and I at-
tended many of 1ts meetings, The election ror Gov-
ernors of the States mu):pmae uring my s he

ana were pamcxpnea 1o byall the lnham-
ta.ms of the district bed by nie, except of the
3 garrisoned Dy tnc S ards.

Tne capital of the republican zovemmenb weas at
Sibanicu, 8 town fituated In ti¢ interior in an op
plain on the great central ughway of the island, and
appmanhed by good roads from aii directions.

1sland Rad then also beea divided by the Con-
zrcss mto fom' smzes-nsmely. Onento, Camap

Vill: Occidente. Governd of each

tnese btam had oeen elected by meu' xnhamta,nta,
and they pad assumed and were
their oflces. The government had also esmbnsnul
and maintained regular postal service throughoutb
all 1ts termiory; bad created courts and aj appointed
judges and shenfgs or prefects. 'lne local judges
haa opened and werc holding their courts. The
Supreme Court of l.he State was nor yes convened.
The court admimstered laws wmcn hmi been
enacted by the Cuban Congre: ich were
nntvr.nsm.ly recognized and enIorcea tnrongnont the
territory of the Cuban gnvernmenz whicn 1 have
described. CISNEROS.

Sworn and subscribed to this Z-zth day of Novem-
ber, 1669, before me.—W. N. GODDARD, Notary rubic,
county of New York.

THE LAW EXPOUND]
Hon. EDWARDS PIERREPONT, Uxmed States District

Attorney:—

Sm—al. Morales Lemus desires meto hand you &
briefnote of the authorities and reasons upon whict
coansel have advised him that toe neutrality laws
forbd the fitting out of expeditions against the revos
muona.ry party or goverament in Cuba. This adyice

1 based upon a statement of {aCts substan-
tuuly ike that made by hun t0 you 8s to the general
circumstances and condition of the revolation.

“1he first statutory declaration of neutral rights
and duttes was by the act of March 2, 1797 (1 Stat. at
Large, 351). nection hiree of that act 1orbade the
“fung, &C., 0 sh1ps 10 be employed to cruise and
commit hosthitles upon the subjects, eltizens and
property of any foretgn prince or_sState with whom
ihe United Siates are at peace.” With certam inter-
Tuptions, not nec&ary 10 benoteq, tai’ continned
10 be the law uatil 1

In 1810 the revolted oalany of St. Domingo was
divided oy tW0 nval chreftaws, who maintained war
ngmnsx € omcr. the xzovemmeut of nenker of

tiem being recognized Unlted States, ln
1816 the Supreme Com al bew York, in Gelston
Hoyt (13 Jcnns., 141), decflﬂed that the pzm ut
e]

the
Pcnon nnd Christophe were not lndepenuenb Bta.tes
wum.u the meamag of the act of 1797, and that 1
therefore, 1ot llegal to fit out & vessel for uze
Surposc of assisting the one against the'other. This
ecis10n. bcmg approved in the same year by the Court
rrors and [mpeachments. Congress proceeded at
me sesshm ol 1817 topass an act entitled “An act
more efectaally to preserve the neutral relations of

the United States (2 »uat, at Large, 370), act
or March 3, o, by wnicn tniy mrbade tlllxe
the

W,
xmenn cnm She snould be empmyecl by any foreign
prince, Siate, colony, Gistrict or people to crutse and
commm hostilities, or to ald or co-operate m any

ritke measure agawmst the subjects, citizens or
propeny of auy foreign prince or State, or ot any
colony, district or peopla with whom she United
States are at peace.”

1n February, 1818, the Supreme Court of the Umr,eu
Smtes amirmed Gelston vs. Ho and on
of Apri Congress 100K up and 80 to

p eak, codiiled the wnole subject of neutra.my m
the act (3 Stal. at ‘WhichIS ROW 1n force,
and which re-enacted in this respect precnsely tns
language of the act of 1817.

As the law now stands, “therefore, the siatutory
cbligation of neatrality 18 due to xor p rInCes,
States, colonies, distiicts and peopls asserted
as matter of fact that a district Lomprlsmg the
larger of the Isisnd of Cuba i3 in_a state of
revalt, in which the great majority, if net all, of the
people of um.t a(s.,rh:t partici] pdm They have or-

nized Civil gove enr, rased armtes and prose-
cuted war acmrdmz m civilized usages.

Mr. Muralesl.e us uas been advised that these
Tacts b the rev lted Cubans and the country
which they hold wlmm Lhe letter and spirit of the
law as 1t relaf ‘colony, district or people
with whom the bnlted bmes are at peace.”

The argument, 1rresistible as 1c appears Lo Mr.
Moreles Lemus’ legal advisers, wmcn springs from
1h1s collocation or the Jaw and the mischlef, 13 still
further aiaed by sowe consideralions, which I shall
suggest as lmeﬂy as possible, but not presume to
discass.

Neutrality has relatton to war, and equally so
whether 1t be cival or foreign war. When a nation,
to mamntan s sovereignty, makes war upoa Iis
own peoble, omer uatmm vermit that war, with 1ts
blockade of domestic ports,

ike of
fact and the legal arpument contalned 1o these
documents may exari upon the President apd the
deliberations of the Cabinet. Whether Judge Prerre-
pont added to these documents any views of his
own could not be ascertained. Bug here 18

SENOE LEMUS' LETTER TO MR. PIERREPQ’
Hob. Enwnns PIERREPONT, United States stmct

ey
1 desire o refer you to the aMdavit of Selor Igna-
clo Alfaro, med with you yesterday; to ihe aﬂlu.m:
vier Cisneros, and i0 the accompany-
lng opmlon of counsel, 1o Whon CErtain quesuons
under the nemr.mty acts have been submitied, aod
10 25K 1rom you, as tne proseculing officer of the
Tnited btaves for tus dismcL ll.\:xt s!eps be 1aken
tor meprosecnnan of gunboats
ying m  tius lmrnol, xnd lntely built,
nwed and armed by Messra. Delamater L Co.,
with the 1mtent ingt they shou! em-
loyed 1o cruse and Loxnmu uostumes azamst tne
subjects, citizens and %év of the diarrict and
the people thereof lbed 1 Lhe adidavi of Sefior
Alfaro, aod wihieh 1S now under 1he exclusive gov-
ernment of the fepublic of Cuba. Lor your more
full information I take this occaswon to Wiform you
Lhat 1he district NOw hela by the forces of the repub-
lic 6f Cuba, of wiich Manuel de Cespedes 13 Presi.
dent, fncludes 21,805 aguere intlos TOkIR the mudd ©
of the 15D from sea 10 53, beg Ahout TWo-third:
of the whole 1stand. The ¢ntire population of lhu
district number 522,598, as you will perceive by the
came of statislics sent to you accompanying this
mmunication, and are loyal to the government of
tne republic. Of tnis population, the entue portion
capabie ot be:mmz arms, being about 185,000, are
organzed armies, and &S mMany ascan be armed
fr€ 10 Lhe neld, CRITYIRE 0N Warlare according to the
rales of civilized nations, and have entire control of
the district aforesaid, except & few Spauisu garrison
tuWDs, under command of ofticers appomnted by the
cxvu Government. organized by the people of smd
distrie
I-am advised by my counsel that the qnesﬁon
‘whether or not an oftence nst the 1aws has b
atlempted and ought to be prosecuted 1S not at n.ll
& diplomatic quesuon, bm purely a question 1or the
depmmen: entrustea wit m administration of the
lst and tne prosenntlnn of offences; and I there-
[dress my cormmunication to you insiead of to
zhe zm’emmem at Wa.snmJ g“u

Minister snd Ext. Envoy ar me B.epnbua or Cuba,

'IDAVIT.
State of Ne = .mrx, L‘uyamxvoumu of New York,
n.—Ftancls Xavier Claneros, bemg dnly Sworn,
:—J am & naitve of Cuba, ha
Blmmgo de Cuba, and for the lmer pm or the
last fiteen years, and untll recently, have been a

sa
‘but only on the grounu that 1t 1S war and that weu-
tral ngnts shail be protected by both parties. War
may ex15t between communities irrespecuve of their
status swong States, and the vice and wrong oI
1mterzerence by otliers is the same whether the com-
batants be recogaized or unrecognized. This wrong
‘wus found to be withoul a_cotaplete remedy under
the statute Dpammng only prmres and States,
accordlngly tne remedy was extended
to the cases of “colones,
peoples,” awendment was not nceded to
protect loyal (,olomes. dustricts or peoples from ex-
ternal atiack, for the right ot the ruling princes and
Staies was not hmuea to thelr seat of ¢overnment,
hut extenced ex proprio tgoreto 3l tnerr domin-
10us, pear or remote. Taere must have been some
other reason for the change 1o the law.

e
coionies

m 1Y, rom a
1evolutlon, sympamucd with the su‘ugzle 10r self
gmcmment. ‘fhe obigation of neutrality was
Adnutied to be due to Spain, but 1t was declared
also to be due to such comruunities as had declared
their independence and set about preparing them-
gelves to claim adunssion amoung

hether erly
lcnged lo anof.her cuumxy m' not ir they do Dot con-
tinue to acknowledge 1t and are assession of a
Iuroe’ ,uumcxens 0 supnort, thcmselves in opposition

These views are submitted mald of M. Morales
Lemus! appiication to you as the prosecuting omicer
of the government to libel the tmrty Spamsh gun-
Dboals now Iying in this city and alleged to have been
ouilt and fitted ont wittun the imits of the Unied
States with the intent that they should be employed
10 cruise and cOouMMIt NOSLLINES agalnst the clrlzens,
subjects and property ol the district and people now
unaer the de Jacio government. of mc Tepublic of
Cuaba., Iam, sir, very lespecmmy youl

GHOSVENUR P. "LORNEY.

United States Iron«Clads.
The expected visit of the Spanmish squadron sug-

frankly about the gnevances of his government con-
cerning tius delicate matter, bus never said, or even
hinted, that his government had instructed bim to
demand tbe release of the gunboats. Whether his
government d:d g0 or not, it is certain that upto
the present t—and I give this on that
cannot be questioned—Sefior Roberks has not com-
any such Fisn,
1t 18, of course, still possible that ,,eﬂor Toberts may
have been instracted to make such a demand, or 10
do 801f [n his judgement he might cousider it advis-
able, and that the prudent Minister has not consid-
ered it advisable to lay such ademand befure our |
government 14 its present temper; but Deither sup-
position 13 entertaned sertously in oficial circles
here. Of course, with the explosion of this sepsa- i
|
\

|
\
\
dimmed by undue exc)temem. Seflor Roberts, in ‘
|
\

uonal story ot a demand for the release of the gan.
boats must fal} also the other equally exciting
statement -that Scilor Roherts had Instructions-
to demand his passports I case of refusal |
The fact1s both those stortes are purcly the result !
of ignorance of the real st2ps that have been taken, ‘
and have been sct afioat simply because they were
regarded as the things likely to happen In a certaln \
emcrgency. Now, as regards the actual seizure of
the gunboats and the canses that Ied thereto, [am ‘
informed that some days ago Information was re- }
ceived by the government showing a conspiracy on
e part of an organized bodv of Cubans having in
view the burning of the Spanish gunbeats. The
action of the government i the premises bemg
based upon the complalnts of Pern ciaiming the
existence of war between that government and
Spain, and that the departure of these boats wonld
result in a revivat of belligerent operaiions, the
Spanish fleet was placed under surveiliance Iast |
summer. The governmena:, having no destre to
assume the responsibility of the secarity of these
vessels, formally mstifuted measures of seizare, and
has placed them in the courts to be
med nﬂween Pern and  Spaln  or Pern
ntractors. Thg supposed
reueve mc govemmcm of 8 nsk in the safety of the
a bill of damages for the delay. Peru

gests mquiry the present of the
United States iron-clads and therr avaflability for
the defence of New York inasudden emergency.
There sre twenty Vessels of this clas Jaid up at
League 1sland, in the Delaware nver, and several
others at the various navy yards. Most of them,
‘however, would require several weeks to be fitted
out, and were & foreign fleet to approach New
York suddenly with hostile inteniions, not
more than half a dozen could be sent here
in time to render any service, Many per

sons have an 1dea that the Spanish mxahs
reported to be on thelr way to this city, after passing
the forts commanding the entrance to the harbor,
might, by a tbreat to bombard the clty, compel the
surrender of the gunboats. While there i8 not the
slightest probability of any hostile attitude being a3-
sumed by Spamn in the matter, 1t may be stated, for
the comfort of such timorous individuals, that in
addion to the monitors Terror and Miantonomol,
each of which carries four fifieen-inch guns, and tae
torpedo boat ordered from Washington, there are
present at the Brooklyn Navy Yard o number of
vessels capable of preventing any otlensive acts by
the Spantards, The donbie-turreted monitor Roan-
oke, carrying four fifteen-inch guns, although not
in acondition to steam, couid be anchored off the
clty, and wounld prove a very formidable antagonist.
‘The frigate Colorado, carrying forty-two nine-tnch
gunsin broadside and one eleven-mch pivot gun,
could be got ready at short notice, and several other
'vessels aiso at the Brooklyn yard, dithough under-
gomg repairs, would render good service in such an
emergency. The two iron-clads and the torpedo
boat already ordered to New York are abundantly
able to take care of Admiral Malcampo’s sguadron,
shonla he make 2 peremptoty demand for the gun-
boats, and the community will sleep just 2s soundiy
‘with the Spanish frigates in the harbor as 1f they
carried the flag of the United States.

ADMIRAL GODON'S VIEWS.

Av an Interview which a HERALD reporter had
yesterday with Admiral Gedon, commanding the
Brooklyn Navy Yard, that officer expressed his dis-
bellef that any such squadron Was on the way to
New York, as reported, and gave tne following
interesting Information in 1elatton to tht¢ Spanish
guaboat question:—

REPORTER—I nave called, sir, to ascertain what
nayal preparations are being made In view of the
approach of & Spanish squadron.

Adm Gonon—\‘ery little 1S being done. The
papery have already stated all that I am aware of fn
e mamr. 1do not behieve that any such squadron
i8 coming as reported, ana presume that the Mianto-

nomoh aud Terror were ordered to New York simply
@8 an ordwmary plecaution agalusi & possible buv

very remote contingency.
REPORTER—IS 16 your gpinion that the Teports re-
spgcggghe appmacu of the Shanish frigates are

Admiral uono‘{—'rhere may be one or two Spanish
'vessels coming to New York, but 1 doubt that a
squadron 18 on_its way here, Werea Sp.mlsn Heet
to visit New York now, even if only Ifor the pur-

0se of procuring suppiles or_ repairs, such an
evem would complicate the delicate question
already pending between the United States and
Span, and, o view of the attitude maintawea by the
governmenz respecuuz the Cuban matter, wouid be
offensive o tl nerican people. Spain has no de-
slrc m xov ce au 1ssue with the United States, nor

tion of affairg in Cuba necessitate
precxpnnte actlon of this kKind. I do not believe mas
the guaboats have anymmg 10 do whatever with the
vistt of any Spanish vessels to New 'W Y OIK, except in
the case of the Pizarro, which arrived n. Iew days
ago wilh ofticers and men for the gunboal

REPORTER—You expressed the oplmon that the
vislt of Spanish rigates 1o Aew York for sunpiles or
Trepars wouid cowmplicate the question at issue,
Does this apply to & sm"lo vessel?

Admiral GopeN~No. _A single Spanish vessel on
& cruise might catl at New York for supplles or or-
dmnty Tepairs with perfect propriety; but, asthe

neutratlty laws are under consideraiion between
tius government and Span, the visit of & number of
Spanish war vessels for suppnes Or repaus would be
a very different afair. 1t would be regarded as fit-
tng out an armament agm.ust Cubz, and would raise
the very sane gquestions involved in the detention of
the gunboats.

RyPORTER—IC 13 stated that the Spanish vessels
are coming here to have their botioms cleaned.
Would the views you have just expresued prevent
their entering the ary aock for that pur)

Admiral (xunow—rcmap not. It :nu:m be re-
garded as common courtesy to permit the
Sateeia to clean thear bottoms, and I do not suppose
that any objection womd be mtule to lt. Some of the
Spamsn 1rigates may cf here for that purpose

d be accommodated; Dt 1t4s mgmy lmpmbable
that the Spamish governmem or heroficers will take
any step calculated to hasten an official expression
of

States. The difficulty was in defining and namtng
those finchoate aud unrecogmized States, and
scmmmgly the largest lerms were used, de-

With the Cuban revoiution.
REPORTER—What were the real circumstances at-
tending the snrveillance of the Spanish gunboats by

the government?

nw; thelr  pol
and collecuve cn:\racter. K\o moie  efficlent
words _could have been chosen to accomplish
the purpose clamed and include uarecogmzed
ggllgzelmnu witiun both the penalty and protection
A breach of the law contalns remprocai con-
ditions. The ship must not only be 1ntended tQ
cruise agatnst a foreign Prince, State, colony, dis-
ttlct or people, but In the service of another foreign
e, State, colomy, Qustrict or people. 'The gov-
emmem. has lipelted the Cuba (Hornet), at Wilming-
ton, for this offence against the neutraitty laws, and

Agains|
has elsewhere prosecuted siringently ior alleged
Dreache: of neutrality. naendy v
Certaily If Coba (ot belng a prince or State) 15 &

(201

“colony, district or &eople” for the 08¢ of com-
mitiing the ofence, she 13 so for tne%‘g;%c of suder-
ﬁlgl:ct. “,{ %;::r gxne&pvrﬁtmun bﬁgkes the neutra-
shield In the hands of one belugeren a8word anda

All the lerml of the act ere construable in con.

formily with this imterpretation. The “sublects an

citizens” of an unrecognized colony, dlslﬂcl m-
people are nmie n'om Whom it clatms or recelvea
rty,

allegiance. “property”’ 18 such property, as
it in Jact holds and ﬂm 8 10 OWD. We
an unrecognizm

cosn'!munlty. Pe nnd

wn facts,
potdeductions. We are at peace Wlm thﬁ nn.

Admiral Gi I never received any orders to
selze them, My msmzcuons were sin]
vent therr hav

leparture. They havi
custody of the naval aathorties at all, Ofiicers were
detailed to wateh melr movemenw simply
notitied Mr. Delamater that the gunbo.m; must not
attempt to leave, Mr. Delamater had the night to
construet any vessels he pleased, sofar as my in-
structions were concerned, and 0 long as the gun-
boats belonged to him haq I put guards on board of
them he could have ¢)ected them by a civil process.
80 long as they remaimed in New York I could not
touch them. Had they atiempted to leave 1shoula
have sunk them. Tius was the condition of affairs
until last Samrdny, when one half of the gunhoats
‘were completed and the Spanish sgent was ready to
pay the fall comrscz price for the fiffeen vegsels,
s 50000 m zold. lnoz fled the government of the
and the 13 alr made public.,

BEPDRTEBI—wh“ arrangements were mxde be-
tween yourself and Marshal Harlow when he took
passessmn of the gunboats?

Admiral GODON—AS 800D 23 the Marshal seized
me vessels ibe survelllaice by the navy ceased,
They were then fn the possession of the civel au-
thorities ana I had nothing more to do with them.
Marshal Harlow wanted me to leave the gun which
had been used on the naval gunboat Mari:
turned it over to him. He also sunenea tnat I
should send a guard to prevent any violeat measures

cousequemly becomes responstble, Lhe seizure hav-
ing been made upon revmsemaunns Irom the Minis-
ter of that government. Mr. Delamater’s protest,
forwarded to the Sccretary of State, was upon the
same grounds, and was at once sent to Colonel
Freyre, the Peruvian represenianive. Tae case 1S
now considered lezaliy 1n the United dtates conris,
and, 15 is expected, Wwili lead to determned htigation
on both sides.



