" THE SPANISH ARMADA.

A-Review of the Situaiion—The United States
"“ﬂarshnl In Full Possession—Orders and
Inslmlmns from Washington—Sar-
mma as to What Spain Means
A \mh a Fleet in New York Har-
’ bor—The Application to
Bond the Gunboats,

-

1t 18 not neceszary to draw upon one's g lmaglnation
10 give ins afair of the Spanish xummn!s any sen-
mlcna.l coloring. The facts connected with thelr

t all the itare,
n all trath, weighty enough to make it the prom!-
nent sensation of thé time, It 1s not alons the wag-
nitude of the money value of the objects selzed~—
thirty new gunboats, with their tackle, spparel,
engives and furniture—but more 80 the extent and
Tamidcation of the interests mvolved, the high Po-
*litical importance, at home a8 well as abroad, of the
questions raised for deciston and which- 1t may be
dimeult to avold, and further, also, the present um-
certainty asto the attitude which the government
of Regent Serrano, fn Spaln, may assame should
thelr Wishes tn the matter be thwarted. All this
takenln rengers thig of the
“Spanisif gunboats one of the most serions the Ameri-
ean ¢5"vernment Dbas bad to meet for years past.

guevml Dparties interested, and in order to
whole matter lu 1ts true Light be!ore the
pnbu/a_n ort referencs will sufice,

Pirst—Thg government of Spain dstermined to
crush out the revolutfon of the Cubans at al! hazards
and atwoy cost, That government, 1t-will be recol-
+ lected, has courteously; tut firmly; decltned the offer
- of the good offices of the American government to
mediate between Spain and ‘the insurgents in Cuba,
The Spanish appear’ to believe that thetr natlonal
honorand dignity were involved in the case, ana are
£aid to have declared their unchangeable resolution
not to part with the possession of Cuba at the beck
of revolution, nor to allow, o far as in their power
1ie3, any toterference between the mpanish govern-
ment sad its colony on the part of a forelgn govern-
ment: They have urged the speedy completion'of
these gunboals; for they affect to belleve,

d probably do believe, that with the aid
of hese vessels they could suppress In
a4 very short time all organlzed resistance
to thelr rule on the {s1and, which event is a thing of
necesslty for.them, since the home governmeat of
Bpatn isla need of funds, and fnha nas hitherto
moat Javishly remeni.snad the™ Spanish treasury,
while' now, sinée the revolnr.ion, the colony costs
vast syms of money for armament and other war
expenses. Itis therefore & matter of serfous con-
cern With Spaln to obtaln the release of these boats
in ordér that they may be nsed for the purpose they
‘were destined to efect.

Sevond—The people of Cuba, or at least that por-
tion of them which i3 in open revolt sgainst Spain,
have now for over a year maintained tuem-
selves, With varying results, and according to s sworn
statement in the hands of District Attorney Plerre-

of the boats o5 Wedzesday work upon them was &t

. I ine '

/ncq B ?DPA Hr.l;ylamu: appiled to_coat
uhe tofore the work' necessary for the fitung 0ut
re ”mlarun;'hut Marsh: ow 2310 $hat

3¢ Harl

ha nmum t confer With the District Attorney. s
uwra;y ning, and Judge Plerrepont,
nnt wlamus T Icreasd the Bardship atiending 158
'@ DY ALy Unnecessary se vem!. Prompll!‘sn
tne Mnnnuwn ten jnstructions to that e Mr.
Dellmnur was notified of this, "and vu pre-
esterday aiternoon to resnmv work on the

nnnmsneu boats this morning, and to
Bs0al until the ca.se shall have been ﬂecmed mxs

‘way or the othe!
AlﬂNnL’b LIBE]

‘Yesterday morning Ju nepon: recelved from
the proper deparimens at Washington letters of in-
struction npon varions points involved in the c238;
but upon that most important of all—whether the
1act that these gunboats are to be employed ny Spain~
1n carTying on hostllitles unlnu “coumy, ..nrlct
nrneuple," ‘with which the Umted stal

pes wit, the ‘colony, district or people” ol
Uuba—snomd be pxeau nted to tne court {n an
amended libel and as additiopal ground for the
seiznre~-the lnlnnmles LY “unmmu 520 23 Yeﬁ
undecided, tor 0o definlie instructions have reach
the District Attorney on b1y nomt. and he 13 nnmu-
ing to acton ki own responsibiiit
matters WithoUE the comsent of
though he has laia the foundation for an ameaded
libel, with_thig additwonal count, tn the afldavic ot
Ignacio Alrno. ‘Wwhich fu lyonvers the nolnt. 'rna

suppiemental libel 18 already prepared, ai
ever the governmens &t wmmnmon deddes m pmo
ceed anlns the gunboals for this ground also a

brief telegram to Judge l’lerrepout Wil bring 1t at
onceinto coan
GUNBOATS BE BONDED
It 18 nndenwoﬂ that 8B nppncauonwm in ait
gl'ohabulu be made this forenoon to Judge Blatch-

joon of Judgs Plerre-

m Was! oW
h uwxed upon 10 23 belng & Matler rather of pnlm~
al than of import, to ths polincal authoriLl
ol the connm', to tné administraiton At presens, ud

o Congress when it shall bave met, must be left the

1floal declston.
JHE COMING 7L
Some etir has circted’by
zne 2enzallons] AadouncEment et a umnmmme

lon it may complica:

ery much. American spirit and spunk ls

notgiven to tolerate any such menaces from

Toreign Power; and if the courts should decree the

release of the gunboatd upder such cCircumstances

there wiil not few Who may cousicer it as a sub-
mission to threats—a thing quite unpopular wih
the American people.’”

Half ‘e Dozen Spanish Men-of-War on Thelr
Way to New York—A Few First Class
United States Iron-Clad "donitors Ordered
to Our Harbor ‘“Just to Look at the Straa-
‘gers?’~No Change In the Spanish Minister’s
Views—The Peruvian DMinister at the State
Department.

‘WASHINGTON, Nov. 25, 1869. |

The interest In !he/'!pznlsh gunboat excitement

recetved a fresh %lus here to-day from the
receipt by the zov ent of information to the
effect that alx Spanish men-of-war were on
thelr way to New York. This fully substantiated the
statement which appeared in the HERALD of yester-
day. The source from which the government re-
ceived its information has not been made known, but
1t 13 deemed entlrely trustworthy. Numerous were

polnz, a-control
throuznnqt the mawr part of the 1slang, to wit, the
district «extending from Sanflago de Cuba, on
the Cartbbean Ses, to Baracos, on the Atlan-
tio Ocea, and from Baracoa to Sagus,
on the Atiantic Ocean, and from Sagua to Cien-
fuegos on the Caribbean £ea, and thence to Santlago
de Cuba.? And the people of this district and tnewr
“alders and 8"t all over the
1sland feel that' Bpaln in possession of these gun-
boats, would materially alter the present relations
between the revolutionists and that couatry, that
the chances of the ultimats saccesd’ of the former
would be considerably lessened, and the time for,
ousing monarchical rule and erecting. the island
1mto an fnd republic
Thtrd—~The American people, wno %pve that

the in ofcial circlesas m‘thu objecs of
such 2 large number of war vessels belongtag to a
foreign Power making their appearaace in American
‘waters. That their destination should be New York
Just at this time, too, was ta
excite suspicion, if not alarm. Toe Dews Was coD-
fined to a limited circle, and officials were very retk-
cent on the subject, only looking wise when ques-,
tioned closely asto the object of the Spanish fleet.
“No matter what they may be after; we will take

' care of them,” aald one offictal, with a deflant shake

ofthe head. **And,” he gdaed, “iftney go cutting.
up any capers they’ll get more than they bar-
gatned for,” The BSpaniards said there was
noe harm intended; that the ghips were
only comtng up from Cuba for repatrs and to convoy
the mosqmm fleet to its destination 1n cass of their
The “big” fieet of

innaté fondness, so

hanstl tions tun sympsathizing wlﬂz tue ,gea:
g7 and- espectally Wheéh iiie
mng:te- “HDEILY ana-Independence,” as L! w

caseln cu 8. When, 1n the esrly part of the Ppresent
century, the firat throes of revolutionary upnsings
in the spunlsh .ATHErican provinces were per-
ceived fhe votce of Henry Clay only gave utterance
to the general sentiment of tae country in favor of
the recognition of these uasoent republics, And the
populanty gatned among Americans by the self-
 sacrificing patriotism of Miranda isnot yet forgot-
ten. Tue American people of to<lay are possessed
of the same republican tostinctsand libera: tmpulses
asthey were fifty and sixty yearsago, and hence
thelr sympathies with the stroggliog Cubans. Yet
Fourih—The adminiatration at Washington 13 no
Iess affected by thess events than are Spain, the
Cubana and the American people. The administra-
tlon 1% the constitutional and autboritative head of
the nation and epeaks and acts 1n its name, 1t has,
23 a atter of course In 8 representative popular
government, to feel the public pulse to ascertain the
public will and shape 1ts policy in accordance with

¥ pur
seld, they sad\wonla come and goss

Spanish v
qufetly an egegmlu @8 pleasure yachts. It was
nsisted, however, i some quarters that the Spanish

fleet meant business, and that it Was coming to New
York to releasethe Spanish guuboats by force, 1f
necessary. Many officials wereof oplnfonthat under
the circumstances, whtle thecase of the gunboats
'was nnder adjudicationin the courts, ihe presence
of 80 many vessels of war belongmng to Spain in the
barbor of New Ybrk wonld be a sort of menace, 3
threat Intended to overawe our government.

Whatever may be the object of the visit of these
‘vessels, 10 13 evident that our governmens {3 not dis-
posed to give them too much credit on the score of
good fntentlons. The Spaniards may be as hurm-
1ess a3 doves, but the government will undoubtedly
acton the principle of ‘‘forewarned 18 forearmed.”
You need not be surprised, therefore, If you see &
few of our first class iron-clad monttors making
their appearance in the barbor of New York jast
about the time the Spaniards arrive. They will be
ostensibly on a trial trip; but they WHI probably
remain in port as long as thre Spanish vessels—only
to look at the

the pubdlic demand. But 1t i3 not
to act upon this alope, It must take fnto con-
s of law, of interna-
tional comity, and weigh the events of the
day in, the scale of law, juatice and oftentimes
8150 of expediency. And herein les the great aif-
culty irfths presens instance. Durifig the rebellion
ot the Sontnern States France made & similar offer
of her gom offices at mediation, and the offer was
politely declined, just as Spain hizs now declined the
1ate offer of the United States. It was then clalmed
by the :American government thiat the revolt of a
part of the people was simply and exclusively &
domestic affalr; that the terrjtoral jnrisdiction of
the Bﬂvernmenb nmmed Intact, and sbat for a for-
e1gn gov: to recognize auy other within the
bbbty ot of tie coumh Ty was viewed n the
light of an_‘anfriendly act,’”and upon this was
based the oft-repeated complaints agalnst England
of conceding belligerent rights 1o the Soutk. ‘Iblsis
exactly the poamun advanced by Sgam now und
relled upon by her government at
ofticlal represenmlves in this country to msconn-
tegnnne any u lm nued. bowsosver remotely, to

law. a8 exnonmied am‘l inslsted on by the American
government since 1861; besides this question of n-
ternational conu y pressed by Spain there comes
tnto play the nentraiity lawa of Congress as enacte

in1818. From sl this it will be seen that tne sitn-
ation, viewed imparially from all sldes, i3 an ex.

ceedingly embarrassing one, uemnudmg thc exer-
c189 of wisdol 204 statesmansiup in tho Nighest
/-131"“-

ch 18 lne Almauon ot uus nnalr at [msent.
uu u 23 in full view of theso geveral
involved, ma thé beannf of the several q\teszlons
which enter 1nto the cons r]eraﬂon of this matter of
the Rpanish gunboat Judge Plerrepont re-
marked yesterday nm 1: was more of & political
tnsn of & legal qncstlon' that it wm ﬂepend npon

y In which t y treat

e Waj ministrat
| Hbettucr 1t nall Secome 113 {uopnur 1ot oriis

most

weakest point ; that he himself did not pretend to
possess sufficient Wisdom to advise the course waich
ought {o betaken, but he would faithfully and
Promptly Carry oot whatever instructions ne shoula

tecexve lrom his guperior officers.
HAL

Aletter to the following effect was sent from the
Navy Department to-day soon after tne receipt of
the pews of 1he intended Visit of the Spanish fleet:—
#To the Proper OMcer—It is necessary that the Mian-
tonomoh b gent 1o New YOrKas s00n as possible.”
A similar letter was desparched to Bostom, where the
Iron-clad Terror i3 being fitted forsea. Both these
vessels wil tarn up at New York within the next
few days, and probably others of similar caltore. In
addition, 1t 13 stated that one of the new torpedo
boats which bas been fitiing out at the Navy Yard
here will 2130 make a tnal urip (o New
York about the same time, Admiral Porter,
Who has beeh giving considerable attention to the
fitttng ous of these torpedo boats, prides himseif a
good deal on thelr capaciiy for mischie! among a
fleet of vessels, whether they be made of iron or of
wood. The Navy Department offictals think 1t will
do no harm to let the Spanish officers 1ake 3 peep at
these vessels, and they will bardly get & betier
opportunity than they will have in New York har-
bor. 1he truth is, the governmens 18 determined to
be ready at all points for whatever emergency may
arise; and while the ordering of these vessels to New
York is only precautionary it snows tbat there are
gsome apprenenstous of trouble.

It was expected that something would transpige
to-aay regardiog the interview between Minister
Roberts ana Secretary Fish, referred to in my de-
gpatches last night; but I can obtam nothing ag all
that can be regarded as reltable. The ramor fabri-
cators are doing their business very tndustrrously,
Just as yesterday, and they masnage to getafioat
some highly exciting stories, Bus 1¢ 13 safe to assert
that they have no grounds for any of their slarming
storles. 1 bave reason to kpow that Minister
Roberts has not changed bis views alnce
Tuesday last on the’ subject of the gunboats, and
then be was very decidedly of the oplalon that
Spatn could have nothing to do with the business;

HARLOW IN PULL POSSESSION,

A8 wzl Teported In thege columns
Umte\l Butel Marshal Bnrluw took possession late
Wednesaay afternoon of all ibo thirty boatd.
Aumm me uaur. ar the foot of Talrteenth street,
1ay moored the ited States gonboat Maria, Ensign
Johu Bleecker commandxng, ‘which had beeq sta-
tioned there to watch the boats and rrevent thelr
leaving. In the evening Marshal Harlow visited Ad-
miral Godon, 8¢ the Brooklyn Navy Yard, in order
to make some mnnomry arrangement for the con-
tinuacee of that vessel at her post until further
orders should hiave oeen recelved from Washington.
The Maria remained there, in conseguence of this
appileafton, during Wednesaay night. Yesterday
mornitz Admiral ooonrecelvedlnszmcmnslmm
tae Navy Department 1o sufliclent force at
tnem!noaal of me Unmd ~lates “Disirict Anumey
10" Kee rd of tme gunboats. The Navy

12 o
Yard Kznm % Was 8% once orﬂere lnw
service, uader command of Ensign Kelley, wlm re-
ported for duty to the Disinct Attorney,
agaly placed the boat under the urder of the Unlted
States Marshal. The armament and 2mmunition of
tne Yarla were translerred t0 \hc tug Catalpa, and
the fotmer vessel relieved of Auty at nine o'clock
yesterday morning, At five o’clock in the afternoon
tlu gTaha), nndoubtedu under orders, had made
arrangements. ~He had chartered the tug
namn Kalbl elscn, £aid to be owned by C. H. Dela~
mner. laoed her in chnﬂrza of ofticers of his own,

Irom the Ontalpa to the Katbfleisch, and discharged
18 Navy Yard tug from further service. The Catalpa

the 8 Sp:
gunboats, lenvlng M'mnal Hmow in exciuglve and
1ull passession o €10,
WORK ON TEI EOATS 70 BE RESUMED TO-DAY.

that the logal Was one between our gov-
erament and ths constructors of the vessels, and
could not as yet, a5 all evenu. be made the basis of

interv Mr. Roberts’
relations Witk our zovemment. it may beadded,
are of the most friendly character.

The Peruvian Minster, Colonel Freyre, had an 1n.
terview with Secretary Fish to-day respecting the
selzureof the Spanish guuboais. It i3 not xmown
‘what occurred, except to this extent, that the Peru-
vian Minister considers, from whal Mr, Fih dis.
closed, that everything 13 very favorauia to Cuba.
This, if i means anyihing, must mean that our
government 1utends not toyleld to auy demands
for the surtender of the guaboata, !

I 43 3130 413104 yeRtrday that ugon tho sgizure



