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> _An .A.mended Libel 1In
s Prospect.

“The proporea le!.mrs of the thirty gunboats built

] ¥od thérs on other tatters, o the arawback frauas
-snd kindrea affatrs,

Should s be datermined to Yest the wzure on the
£70URAS D0W preferred tn the libel 1t 15 belleved by
some that the government may find some dimculfy
1n proving their side of the case, or at least that
Bpain will have no atficalty In Alsproving 1t The
theory advanced 1a thas these gunbosts, being espe-
#lally designed for service In shallow water, will re-

around 4
©of Cubs, and this formidable force will then be ins
conditon to serve at other points, the unsettled and
“dormant? state of war Btill existing between
Spalin and Pera poiniing to the latter country as the
Pprobable objective point of the Spanish feet, when-
ever reeased from duty in Cuba. TBose Wwho
advancs this idea pretend to belleve that such a
condaluon of things is not within the scope and spirit
of the neutrality 1aws of COongress, and that the
courts will in a1l probability rule to that effect; and
they assert, aiso, that the count omitiea from the
libel &t present, thal these gunboats are destined for.
hoatlle use egatnst the colony of Cuba, 13 the only
one.to rely on, and that on it alore the government
could hope 0 succeed in detaining this gunboat

A muct zontract by Mr, H for

~* o = the government of Spa.m, and now lying in the

«mmn river, partly near the foot of Thirieenth and

T Parlly nesr Seveavsenth street, was accomplished

"fnsmru‘ny. ‘The public will recollect that on Tues-

~@ay 1zs: the Exrard gave s fall socount of the pro-

» . JYyosedTezgursresoclved upon by the governmentat

»  Washinglon'in conzeqnence of the formal demand

*4 30240ty the Bpanish Mintster ‘Tor. thoTelease of the

4 . T-boals Itwsa st first contemplated toperfectthe

“peizure In the courss of Tuesday, 204 thelibels were

prepared during the day and night of Monday, On

, Tuesday morning, however, it was found that

Zane clerks In the United States District Attorney’s

: ofics had been tnable 10 complete the necessary

 coples. There are thirty boats, numbered from one

0 1hirty, and, each belug hibelled separately, vwo

"coples were required for each. Judge Pierrepont

. . therecpon coacluded 10 bave the libels, as well as

- * "the writs of seizure, printed. The foliowingisa copy
_ofthe libels—

STATES, FOR THE

flotilla and 14 to leave port. These state-
menla are here repeated for whatever they may be

~ wnn MR, DELAMATER BAYS.

the for the
hanng of ﬂme Vessels and owner of the Delamater
Iron Works on West Thirtéenth street and North
river; hag been preparing for the selzare of the boats
ever Eince he was Informed through the HERALD of
the steps about to be taken by the government.
‘During Tuesday aud yesterday forenoon everytbing
movable waa taken out of the boats and stored in
tbe warehouses of his works, Carpets, crockery,
table and kitchen farntiure, bedding, curtains,
18mps, 10018, galls, yawls, yawl-masts, gun-carriages,
in fact, eveything portable was taken out, leaving
nothing but the hull, masts, tackle and epgines.
ODe of thd boats was yet in the dry dock to be cop-
pered. By order of Mr. Delamater, work on the ves-
sel was stopped yesterday morning and she Was
towed to where all the others lie about noon and
moored f ber
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Court of the mmea Btates of America,
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‘Tor.the Southern District of New York:—
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* ‘Dpon this Hbel of tnformation the folloWing m

of seizure was £253ed yedtérday Eornmz.—

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF gm YORK, S3.

Taxrxmmlﬂ' Or TEE UNITED r.u'xs oF A!umoA
o mb‘omlxxl)mmﬂ oF

m: nél D( I.ntol'm tion hath been flled In
lhe District ca of the United smcs Iur the South.
New Y ork on ihe 24th day of xovem-
% otonrmrd 1869, hyEﬂ
nf., E&q., Untted States D District Attorney, on behall
or the United States g{wﬁmcnca
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be a day of Jurisdiction, other-
hereafler, then

«day, if the same ghall

%189 on the next axy of jurtsdiction
=nd thero tointerposs & claim
Imzake their allegations in that behalf. And wi

In with Mr, he aid not
seem to apprehend much delay, nor did he look
upon the proposed seizure with anything like
gread. Ho clalmed tkat the bOAS wers nol
Spanish vesstls &t all B8 yet; that they
were his own individual property. He kad
bulls them under contract with the government of
Spain, and had recelved 8 portlon of the contract
price, but the procise amount he would not state,
He has not yet deliverea a single veasel to the Span-
1shrepresentatives or to any other person for them,
end until he dia 5o, he claimed the whole flotilla es
his own and nis exclusive property. He will at once
take the proper steps to appear In the canse as
¢lalmant and “interplesder,’” and insist that the in
terdict be ratsed, the libel dismissed, the.wrlt of
Belzure vacated ana the boats returned to his posses-

Klon and custody.
THE BEIZURE .

Shortly before "three o’clock yesterday efternoon
the Writs of seizure and Jthe required number of
coptes were placed in the bands of United Stales
Mgrehal Harlow, who, at half-past three P. M, j
accompanied by Deputy Marshal Wllson, proceeded
10 West Thirteenth street and North river, where
they arrived 8t four o’clock. The Marshal imme-
distely sought en interview With Mr. Delamater,|
whom he informed of the object af his visit, notify-
Ing him of the selzare and serving um with the
prescribed notice on *“monition” to appear in court
and prefer his clalm why the vessels should not be
condemned aa forfetted 10 the United States In con-
formity with the prayer of the libel of information.
‘The Marahal then proceeded to the dock and toox
formsal possession of the thirky gunboats by virine of
ks writ.

Atthat time workmen were engaged on nearly all
of them In Various occupations, principaliy painting.
By Glrection of the Marshal these workmen were
ordered off the vessels, as no ons except the oficers
of the government are allowed on board of them.
Mr, Pelamater laquired of Marehal Hariow whether
he would not be allowed to go on with the work,
sincs a complete sloppage cutall heavy pecuntary
loss on his sub-contractors. The Marshal replied
that he. himself had no objection to such a course,
‘but he hed no suthority in the matter; he would
‘consalt the United States District Attorney, taxe his
dtrections and inform Mr. Delamater of the result by
noon to-day. Deputy Marshal Wilson was Ieft in
charge of the boats and Marshal Harlow lefv the
£cene of his interesting oMecial Iabora.

Ever sinco the gunboats had been. sélzed by an
extra judicial order from the Preskient last summer,
the United States gunboat Maria was ordered by
Admiral Godokt, commanding the Brooklyn Navy
Yard, to waich them. She is sifll in position,
athwart the dock, foot of West Thirteenth street, in
command of Ensign John Bleecker, with a fali
crew, reinforced by some sailors from the Vermont,
having up steam coustantly and her gunshotted,
The Ensign commanding has orders not to let any
of the boatsleave thelr moorngs without a special
permit from the Admiral, and in case of disobedi-
€nge to tako all “necessary measares to compel corm-
G with hig orders, eyen tothe extreme of
smklng the aisobediens vessel

itarsnpl Harlpw, on leaving “the boats, proceeded
10 the Brooklyn Navy Yard wiha % prevatl
| tng upen Admiral Godon, fo it Fémain

1n her present posilon, subject to tne orders of tpe

o prager of he ald Ubel of
and 8 tho 8aid

1) 3
for the game, and to
t I

‘Shall have dons in the premises do you then 81
‘here make thereof, to ther with this wm.
WWiiness the game. SAMUE! ‘BETTS,
£ald court, at the city of I‘ew York, 1n the
<ustrics of Kew York, this 24th day orNo ember, in
the year of cur Lord one tnousand elght hundred
nnﬂ sixty- nlne, and of om' lndependence me ninely-
ure. Umted SAIRW Dle t Att rrq:e
GEORGE F. BRTTS, Cler! Bes © OrRex.
A CBLNGI OF FEONT.
Tt will be noticed, on reading the foregoing docu-
ments, that & change of front on the pars of the
- "government s apparent tu the proceeding, It had
been determined 0 base the lbel and the selzure of
these vessels on two dISUNCt grounds—first, that
they were o0 be used agaiust the republic of Pern,
“With which the Unlted States are at peace, and
second, that they were to be used by Spaln to crnlge
ang commit hostilities sgainst the citizens ana
property of the *colony or people™ of yuva,
‘with Wwhich the United Btates are st peaca, This
‘facond groupd of the libel was 88 elaborately
=« “gIttculated’ s the first, but -On maturer refiection,
and perhaps taking into secount the Jegal con.
T, Einotion guch & course might be subjected o, a3
N suggested m the HERALD of Tuesday last, namely,
“that 1t wonld be tos quast
-of tha ists of Cuba 8 Judge
Pierrepent concluded 3 drop this second count of
“the libel for the present xnd awalt further and potl-
An

CONDITION OF THE GUNBOATS,
Bix or seven of them are in 8uch & forwerd condl-
tion, that they could have been got ready for sea
‘wiihin lwemy~fnur ‘hours. All that they ueeded
were the officers and crew and & sufficlency of
coal. The former have arrived in the Spanish war
steamer Pizarro, and are now in this city;
the Jatter has been contracied for and 1sready for
deltvery et & moments notice. The usual stores
wrere all on board; but, as stated above, have again
‘been removed previous to fhe geizure. Ten of the
boats Were expected to be ready to satl in about a
‘Week’s time and the rest in from three to four weeka.

THE COUNSEL IN THE CASE,
The government WUl be represented iu thisim-
portant international litigation by the United States
Duum Ammey. essisted by Mr. ¥, B, Phelps, his
first assistant. Mr. Delamater has retalned as his
counsel, to urge bis clainy umternleuder, Messrs,
Webster a0 Cralg, Yestéfday Efterhoon, sbont the
time that the selzare was made by Marshal Harlow,
Messrs. William af, Evar(s and E. W. Stoughton
called upon District Attorney Pierrepont, at his office
in Chambers street, and it i reported they informed
him of thelr retalner on behalf of the government
of Spain, and to make argangements for & speedy
irial of the issues of fact as well 28 of law which

will be presented for the decigion of the court,

A CALL ON ADMIRAL GODON.

Captain Evarsts Casarsiga, of the Spanish war
gteamer Pizarro,.in company With two or three
Spanish gentlemen, visited Admiral Godon, at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard, yesterday afternoon, and were
hospiably received, and, after abrief interview at
the Admirsl’s Quarters, were shown over the yard,
It was not ascertained whether this visit bad any
special connectlon With the affarr of the Spamsh

gunboats.

Interview Between the Spanish Minlsrer and
b and

in Reference Thereto=The Furpose of the

Government in Libelling the Gunboate—

Protest of the Contractor Aguinst Thelr

Detentlan~No “Speck of War.”?

WASEINGTON, Nov. 24, 1869.

Bome conflicting rumors are afloas here to-day in
regard to the libelling of the Spanish guuboats, and
1¢ 18 dificult to ges at the exact truth on the subject,
OWIng to the Btrics Secrecy observea by the only par- |
ties who can farnish reltable tnformation.

Befior Roberts, the-very ghrewd, akilful and ac- |
complished representative of Spain, called af the
State "Department this* morning, had a long |

with

<. tivelastrictians on the point Trom
d iibel, has been
p’r;pued n the DIstTIOE. Amrnu‘s oflice, and 1t will-
o gied . the Distrig-Court 4s soon 88 Judge,
" ¥ Prarfopent Fecelves suthoniy o do 5o from the ad-
wtration:: p »m evvpnkz( Bo Mnoi Jei-
Hom Waahutgion ot though

Fimn, and como
away, 88 I8 reporied, looking Righly far-
ried and won-lsa. as it pomething’ unples-
.eant Bed Dappensd, Fiom this clrcumatance,
“which mxbc enzgemtea, the whold tribe of me

Bellor ‘Roberts askedgn explanstion of the 1k
1movement of our gcvemment in ordering the libel-,
lUng of the mbeam and that Mr, Pish, with anusaal
that the had regolved
to'prevent the departure of the feet for reasons that
couid not yet be furnlibed, To make this plausible
e story feller related how tho Spanish Minister do--
manded an explacation in_a hanghty and exclted,
manner wWhich stirred ap 1h6 Knickerbockar spintof
our Secretary of Stateand caused him to answering
style that he would not have used but for the provo-
cation given by the representative of Bpain, Ihave
‘very excellent reasons for knowing that therels not
one fvora of truth in this. Indeed, any ome ac-
quainted with Mr, Roberts, who 18 an extremely
cantious, cool and wary diplomat, knows very weil
that he would not under any circumstances conduét
himself in the manner represented. Hels too much
of a diplomat snd a man of tha world to Iose his
temper. Though a Spaniard, he does not display the
nationsl excitabillty credited to his people. .But
astde from this merely personal reason, IXnow that
1o such heated Interview occurred.
Another story is that Sefier, Koberts to-day made a
formal demand for the release of the gunboats in the
shape of & note to
Mr, Fish, But I am also reliably informed that there
13 as little truth in this as in the former gtory. The
fact 13 Just a9 I telegraphed you last might, that
Sefior Roberts has never contemplated meking any
guch protest at all, nor has he been urged by his
government to doso, What he may do in the event
ol the condemnation ad forfelinre of the veaselsls
quite snother question. Then he may find it his
duty to demand from our government either tho
of tho or
for the ynoney already pald over to the consractors
during the progress of construction, Sefior Roberts
may be mstructed by his government that Spaln
will not accept our Iuterpretation of the law;
that it regards the 1dea of o “dormant stato of war”
with Peru 8s one not sanctioned by the law of
nations, and that our government. must accede to
either one of the two demands, to Wit:—Surrender
of the vessels Or refmbursement for moneys ex-
pended in their construction. But even this proba-
Dle action of Spain i3 very much doabted here in
quarters where the question is the subject of matare
deliberation. In such quarters it i3 considered that
Spajp would not’ attempt to take the ground that
she had” a right to Interpret our neu-
trality laws. Tnat such & fhing would be simply
ridicoious {n view of the fact that the questlon 13
one pertaining entirely to juaicial tribunals sud not
to the Executive of either country. Thep, asTegards
relmbursemen, 1t 13 held that Spain could only look
10 the contractors for her 1oss, and not to the ov-
ernment; that our citizens could fot plead fgmor-
ance of thelaw any more than bpain herself; thac
such cltizens &8s might assume a contract violative
of our law must bear the oonsequences, and that
Spaln herself, being a party to the contract, must
necessarlly be without redress elther in our courts
or from our government. This, in brief, 18 the light
in which the matter 13 regarded here.

Now, as to the interview between Roberts and
Fish, There 13 no doubt such an Interview occurred
10-day, but what was said ana done has nat trans-
| pired. Ithink It 13 eafe to assert, however, that
thero was nothing that could be magnified even into
a speck of war. -Selior Roberts has had many inter-
views with Secretary ¥ish abon’ this matter, but
they have all been of & pacific nature. Before the
night 18 over perhaps I may be able to give yousome
spectfic information sbout the iuterview, which
créates such excitement.

A nood deal of misapprehanslon evidently exists
concerning the trne meaning of this “livelitng” pro-
Cedure, ana 1t 1s worth while to correct 1t, to some
extent at least, You may be assured thatthe ex-
‘planation contzined in my despatch last evening is
the true one, and that all the verbose statements
that have are mere and mys-
tificatfons, There 13 no war meant, The govern-
ment merely takes this last step for the purpose of
clearing away all doubts existing as fo the true
meaning of our neutrality laws. 1t does it now sim-
ply becanse 1t15 the proper moment. The vessels werd
not completad before, And thers ‘existed no necessity
until now to have them libelled, 1In fact, 1t 13 & mis-
take to assert that they were held at all heretofore.
The contractors were merely notiied that the ves-
sels would not be allowed to depars from the cotin-
try without from the proper
and precautions were taken by the Navy Depart-
ment to see that this notice should be obeyed. But
nene of the vessels attergpted to leave, and it was
only within & fow days that Mr. Cornelins Delamater,
finding the vessela 50 far advanced towards

completion, had prepared by an attorney
& Bort of protest sagainst preventing their
departora. This  protest, which 18 quite,

lengthy, was sent here to Secretary Fish,
and was, in fact, the very thing that led to tho order
Tor belling the vessels. The matter waslald before
the Cabinet, was fully discussed, and the concluston
arrived at was that the government could not pre-
vent the departure of the vessels without baving
tilem libelled accoraing to law. Mr. Delamater’s
protess stated, among other things, that should they
not be allowed to aepart he would not recelve from
the Bpanish government the amount stil owing
to him, which 1s $300,000 in gold. A copyof this

protest was sent this morning by Mr. Fish to Colonel
Freyre, the Peruvian Minister, The following 13 Mr,
mh'a letteri—_ . 5-; [P

ﬂi 1859.
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Marehal, as 1t Would be less expensive to keepa | YOUT information the protest of Cormerins e

strlct watch and control over the selzedvessels by | Sy o Lok, “o'ﬁm&é?fw"%,'}'},};,“,‘??ﬁ“mﬁmf

means of the gunboat, than by placing & Deputy | ment ol Ep;llnband to statextlnat in view o!n tneb im-

Marshal In charge of each of the thirty Vessgls, It s | BOF whic or lias ad been
uexermmemolsr. tne decision ress with the conrts

belleved thaf the request will be granted. - the United States having jurlsdiction of the sub-

chcs. Iam, Bﬂ‘, \mn high consideration, your ob
ent servant, HAMILTON FISH.

In this protest It will be nétived that the words
“further detention” are used, as if the vessels hag,
In point of fact, heretofore been detained, which,
gtriotly, 18 not the case, a8 explained above, The
Peruvian Minjster has had nothing whateverto do
with this movement, except in 50 far as e was the !
orginal complatnant; but 1t 18 expected he will be |
an active the legal aghe
will be called upon to furnish proot of the destina-
tion of the gunboats and the purpose for which they
are constructed. It 18 farther uwnderstood that
Colonel Freyre, the Peruvian Minister, will have an
interview With Mr, Fish to-morrow, when some-
thing interesting gigysnm.




