~ TIE SPANSH FLOTILLA,

- 'A Seizure to
To-Day.

be Made

i‘mon ALFARQG'S AFFIDAVIT.

) ‘vae Spanish anatas En Route
= to New York.

" Excitement in Diplomatic Circles
oo in Washington.

s

-

OPERATIONS. OF THE JUNTA.

.
~ . COnTRry1o the expeciations of the Cubsn Junsa

.the movemenis of the Junta

-information vinbeobmm m.'n these delecnv-

vessels mmmmvg!mu to bave thetr bot-
toms cleaned and undeérgo repairs; but the Junta is
©Iopinion that %0 large @ fees would not coms hers
at ms  Junetare for guch an object, and claims that

of the are Witk
l game of Spanich bravado.

THE PERUVIAN GONSUL '
has not been at his congulate for several daye In con-
sequence of 1llness; 'but the oMclal representing the
Consul states that pothing has transpired at that
offica In connection with the present movement re-!
Epecting the gunboats, No communications have
been recelved from the Peruvian Minister on the,
subject, and no offictal notica 15 taken of the affalr,
‘Whast the Peruvian Minister maybe doms 8¢ Wash-
ington has not transpired

THE SPANISH CONSUL,
snco the commencement of the present proceed-
Ings against the gunboats, has been very active,
but declines to give any information, All lnterro-
gauortes respecting the gunboats are partied in the
most courteous but baffiing manner, and the
Ups of his subordinates are as closely sealed
upon the subject 88 if thelr ofcial exisfe
ence depended, on tkelr reticence. While
Bpanish emissaries track the Cubans and waich
Cuban agents
no less carefully observe all the operations of the
Consul; and it 13 not unfrequently the case that more

mot.her&m seizure of the Spanish Ty
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documenta, A separate nbﬂ hu,uun

niwucniubu; aap copy, of which ig

- Wegreescl, apother is £2ng 3o Washington
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mmmmumm mspunlh
Consal makes of

£y e United States Dis-
lﬂJ Astorney.. 'ﬂum denmenu are necassary
oz 1besimpie 2ct of taking poseesgion of the thirty
weagels, Tness, tozether with all the accom-
panying papers, were t0 have bcen completed

lmet evenlng, and 1t 1S expected that
tke selzure will be made this morning, *At -me
hour y Judge

wr farther but the xutnre
©f tho reply has not transpired.

THE LIBELLING AFFIDAVIT,
‘upon which District Attorney Plerrepont'g action is
- based, was made by Sefior Alfaro, of the Junta. This
gentleman has been closely: watching the vessels
from the dgy the £irst kes} was lala until the present-
tme, and through discreet agents he has kept him-
+#elf posted respecting every movement wade In con-
nection with them. As soon 28 the Spanish govera-
mentmadethe formel demand for thelr gurrender ke
qarewupan amdavit, setting forth the character of
the gunboats, stating tnat thelr armament and munl-
tions had slready been conveyed to Havanaj that
a0 officers and crews intended for them were pre-
gent I the barbor, and thet their evident purpose
wss not only to make War upoz mn established
government in Caba with which the United States

‘WASHINGTON, NoV. 23, 1809,

‘The news of the intended libelling of the Spanish
gunboats created quite s sensation here in diplo-
matlo and official circles when 1t became generslly
known. Several telegrams were received from par-
tles tn New York by officials here, inquiring whether
there wWas auy prospect of a rupture betweén Spaln
and the United States. From this it Was surmised
that the nows in New York must be of a warlike
cnaracter, and these telegrams only added to the gen-
eral excitement. The city was full of rumors,
cne of which wsa to the effect thatthe Spanish
Minister, Mr. Roberts, had called upon Mr. Fish, and
after an excited intarview had demanded his passe
ports, Another was that a fieet'of Spanish war ves-
sels had appeared outaide the bar in New York
harbor, to back up the Spantsh Minister’s demand
for tho release of the gunbosta. These and simflar
storles Tipon being investigaied of course proved
groundless.

Your correspondent on inquiry in the proper
quarter ascertalned that the guestion of the deten-
tion of the gunboats as not et assumed the shape
ofs between the of Epain

- was at peace, bus 10 relteve the Spanisn
a

friendiy
netionof Pern. This adevit having been placed
. inthe band of Judge Plerrepont mesasures were at
anceadopted by that officer o executs the 1aws re-

“lating tothe subject.

Ishaving been suggested to Sefior Alfaro that ac-
_cording to the nentralry 1aws one-half the proceeds
fromthe £ala of vessels condemred for violation of
=aid1awa goes 1o the Informer, mt gentleman an-

and
sald he euan Present to the Yxelan of the Junta
wEaterer &moant may accrue Lo m.m from the trans-

agton. .

‘The gunboats gro #till 1n the hznas of the nayal
autliorities, some oficer’ from the Navy Yard betnz

. consantly oh duty witha tugst the Whatf wherd

the gunbosts sre lying. A revenue cuiter is

anchiored out tn the siream, and every precsutiob 1

taken ‘oae of the vessels stesling AWRY.

“The ST ta b pald for them by the Spantsn govern-

ment hes been kept 8 profoucd secret but some

3des may be formed of their cost from the fact
- shat the salls of esch vesse] wers coniracted for st
$3,000, aking $90,000 for thls ftem alome. As the

#alis are £mall and few tn number, tne total contract

price of the ‘vessels, estimated from these figures

must be rather, & heavy bLl for Spaln w0 pay i the
—~- yeasent condition of her finances.
Tme-oUBAN-eENTA— .

% in the best of epirits over the new aspect of

aQairs and the headquarters at No. 71 Broasdway

wes trowded yesterday with enthusiastic Cubaus.

HA! 5 dozen officers of the steamer Cuba,

stized at Wilmingion, were assembled about

the place most of the day, and nbtwithstanding their

ewn disappointment In nos being &ble to carry out

thefr purposes with the new Cuban war steamer,

secmed 1o be scarcely less pleased than the Cubans
at the progpect of to

* from the United States authorisles, The apariments

of e Junta were thrown open, and the secrecy

‘which kes uscally characterized business there was

‘wholly dispensed with. Only one or two members

of the Juni= Wers present, and at times the head-

quarterd were left entirely m, the charge of the
attendant, who busied himselt &t a desk 1n'the sate-
. oom while visitors strolled 1n and out of the span-
‘ments and Epread  thems.lves about as if
1t were s sort of moving day and the
occupation of the Junta had csased. Occasionally o
member of the Junta would drop in, chat' with his
acquaintances, smoke a cigarette while he looked
over the papers, and then dritt out agatn, evidently

n & very comfortable frame of mind,

Inangpper room, at some distance from these
headquarters, a very different scene was presented.
. Bere the members of the Junts sat In council
afound A long table, and two secréanes
st v adqjacent K desk were bmily wrinng.

The procesdings of thé'council were secret, and

“wheneve the' meeting was. dmurbedbyemm all

- business wes suspended until ‘she visitor tiad left.
~ - The naturs of thelr deliberations will ins
day or two, however, with important resuits to the

Cubzn {nterests involved in the seizare of the gun.

bosrs.

The Junta claims that according to established
the Spanish

and cites the caseof the privateer Josela Segunda,

‘which, In the year 1820, was sent out by the colony of

‘Venezuela, while that colony was in insurection

against 8pain and before thers had been any recog-

pition of the pelligerency of the Insurgents. This
- privateer captured s Spapish merchaniman and
brought her prize into an American port, The
tpantsh government made 8 demand for the sur-
render of the vessels, ard the United States Supreme

Oourt decided that although Venezuela hsd not yet

been a8 the of

Wwar between her and Spsin was everywhere

Xnown, snd that she wWas by her matnte

panoe of the war virtuslly an (ndependent

State. Upon this decision the request of Spaln was

dented, and (8 Ygasels were declared to be the

lswifui property of the lzsurrectionary colony of

Venezuela, The Junta appites thil insoryto the

situation m Cuba, and grgues that on the 8ame prin-

cpal the Tatted States must Yecoj
republic s a Stale a5 Deace Wit the Uniled States,
and provent 8pela {¥om cAfrying on any operations
agatnst Qo from Awerncan ports. The Cubana also
Tia% great reliance wpon the action of Congress,
now about to assemble, and are highly gratified and
encouriged by the numerons petitions belng signed
by the American people’praying for the recognition
©f Cubaby the United States, In addition to the
memortals which have Been signed by thousands in

Xew York, Boston, Philadeiphia end other cities

taroughout the counity, a monster petttion hss just

been started by the ladies of Baltimore, to be elgned
cnly by ladies. Four thousand sigmatures have
glready been obtalned 1n that city along, and 1tis

Iatended o circulate the petition throughout thd
. Ftste, and fnally o presest it through a delegation
< t3 vigit. Washington for $hat purpose; Themembers
~of the Junta state thabif they can do 1o more thag*

‘necars Lhe getentton of the gunboats untll Congress
oeta they rill be content, 24 they feel asaured that
nong the first acts of Congress will be toeformal
Bcopmssion uf Cati.

T 8, APANISH FRIGATES COMDNG.

-Lettars recelved by the Junts from Havana state
#hat Sve Spanish war vessels are bony 10 procesd
* £rom Cuban waters to New York, Thess vessels are
3he fron.clad frigate Victorla, the first class wooden
TGRS ! M sud the second
slass Irigaid - Lwnd. Theso are $0 coms
6., Kew’ Yorx: iogether, under the command
g du.mmu M&l  Cempo, and- with tie

Mmhnrhm, Wil maxe quites for-
FaCLIG euodeR, . Th orbeaitblo DUTPOSE Of 11080

)

Y
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the Cabah =

and that of the United 6tates, It I8 re [
garded here, at least by the Spanish Lega-
tion, a8 sl 8 private afnir—an simair 'be-
tween the contractors for the z\mbvnh’ and
the United States, In other words, the gunboais are
notsupposed to be in the possesston of the Spanish
government until they are formally delivered over
to the parties authorized by that government to re-
celve them, It is hela by the Spaniards, therefore,
hat the contest now 18 between the United States
and the contractors, and that 1t must be settled by,
them before it comes up, for conslderation beiween
Spaln.and the United States. I.learn that the
Spanish Minister Ras hot, &8 Efated, made any for-
‘mal demand upon our governmentfor thé relense of
ths mbamform:easonx 3bavd giver., Itis evh
asnt, kot , that' thé quéstlon’ inist' evtnﬁmr
become the subjm of conslderstion between the two
governmenta,

of the '
ence Relating to the Spanish Gunboats—
Yiews of the Peruvian Government~Is Pern
at War with Spain or ut Peace #=—An Article
1n tho Interést of the Spanish.

{From the Washington Cardntcle. Nov. ”ﬁ’

In the diplomatic correspondence of the Unltea
States tranamitted by the Presidens to the Forueta |
Congress &t 1t8 l1ast sesslon, and recently lmnusned.
wefinda eeric of h
lnnumﬁe and intersal
Spanish gUnboaLs now under demmon nn Nevr YOIk, |
Beit m bered s these vesseld were detained at
tne instance of the Penmnn mer, on zne smnm

ment
detamned by me American government, &3 a'duty of
nentrality, according to the law of nations. It Is not
pretended that theee vessels are inten
agatnst Pera; but it i3 glieged by the Peruvian
1ster that the employment of mua vusels by Spnm »
although not against 'y eing, ~tndeeq,
wholly unflt Torand mcapame of any such use, yet
mxxln Iuve the en'ect of settiug at liberty other ves.
sels bel nzlngm pain which could be employed
13 1n that pownt of view nn.reu s
questlon of mwmugxngx: 13w, depending on the

mplommn aisere Prmldenr.

m(n of ?em mm-p B nll matler an
the right of tne President to proueed lndependem.\y
of &cts of Congress depeuds 8 question whether

on th
the relations vr Spain and Peru alihis ime really
constitate a gtate of wu'. Now, u 18 remlrka.hu

tnu tmx very question was fally dise and, 80
Peru 18 concerned, conclnxxvely determlned,
mvn tnan & year 829, in & between the same

matter
governments, but with & reversal of thelr Jrsent

Pem then @ essslcn shlps of
the ob: on of Spaln.

‘ports agalasy
Dn tllo 14th OfADrU. 1888, ravian
. Mr, Garcla, ad mscducommnmutwnm
m. Seward, In stated that all
mmcma bezween
of M
hin;

24 lh“
conseqnen: sme of things real p
in 80 regnrdi the duties and rtgnts of mm.l
powers; 2: That 15 WaS & DeRco e 020, 8 determined
o Unitod Staces haand by otaer powen in gimli
case

b Tatig L in the
mosk exbliclt terms 's WET 10
longer exista between the allted republics lee ana

Pem)andspal.u *' and making furf
a3 desired by Mr. Seward.

Mr. Garcla reve to the subject in an elabora
argument, With cltation of authoriies of pumlo
law and reference to nuwrlcgluvaenedmm and wit
relterated and formal declarations that the state of
War hetween Peru and spnm ns ceased and m
the state of peace e in far 48 regards
questions of the neutral obl uons ul other Ponera.

The resuls of these despal to induce th
American goverament to Bliow Pert to purchase
the United snm v.vro monitars and despau:h them

to Pern. More 8 year nas elapsed smnce that
cncnrrenoe, vmh no change in the relations of Pera
8ad Spain exceptin the lapse of time which fortifles
the arguments of Mr, Garcis. If there were no state
of war mvnmnx nentn.l Powers then, ¢ sortiors,
thero 15 none &

‘We do not now nnw the present Peruvian Minis.
ter regards these facts; but 1t wonld seem that the
Pe TUVIAR gOvernwment, after thus solemualy assuring

ernment um the W

Amertcan . ased
l.nd utau of %%ao'etg’md n sd‘“m Baving
en_advantage of {bis docirine as
l.nd. 1ndacsd the American governm ag t t0 gda%
Pern Ehe benents v ux:‘m‘a L peace io me“m'el raica

Spain ooast change 13 grozsd
Tad bTetind nom. 1 1hs beApseS. of & alats, of 'wnr
momemrmP me&prejud(cq of Spalt. TS Siegm phi

NOW gstop) from

Slogy £6I%. 13 R Ssiopood. trom precaic st




