Posltlon of the Adminlstration on the Cnban
Question, .

As the time Is approaching whea the policy
of the administration with regard to Quba will
be made publis In the Presldent’s message to
Congress, thers Is naturally some anxety to
know, particolarly among the largs class of
our cltizens who warmly sympathize with the
Cabans, what the President will say and what
he will recommend, We thiak the Information
wa have received will enablo us to satisfy the
snxiety of the people on thls gubject. The
message of tho Presldent will bs the direct
exprosslon of his own sentiments and views,
and we shall ses none of the red tape style or
diplomatic subterfuge of u:. 8tate Department
in 1t. The President, wa belleve, will first
stats the course and action of the government
on the Cuban question. We shall know, pro-
bably, the facts relatire to the offered media-
tion of the United Btates with Spaln for the
independense of Cuba through Geaeral
Blekles, and whether any other agencles bave
been omployed. We shall learn, no doubt,
what the motive was that Inspired this offer,
the manner In whick the friendly offer wes

recelved, the stats of the case as it stands at
present, and the prospect of any mediation or
negotiation being practicable in future, Then
the President will, we thiok, vindicats the
sction of the governmest in enforcing the
neatrality laws In the soizure of Caban expe-
ditions and vessels, es well as In the case of'
the Spanish gunboats, He will also Indicate,

we belleve, his own views 25 to what the

fature course of the government should be; and
leave the matter with Congress, either for spe-"
cial Jegislation or for an expression of oplafon
for the guldance of the admin!stration,

There caa be no question ss to the sympathy

of General Grant for the Cabans and as o his
desltro to see the Cuban revolution gucoesatal
He hes frequently expressed this, It accords
with bis well known republican sentiments,
with bis love of republican Institutions, with
his broad views of American polley oz all
American questions, and with his desire to
extend the power and grandeur of this great
republis. Wo saw {n the case of the Maxi-
milian emplre snd French occupation of
Mexico, when he wounld have marched an
army across the Rio Grande and driven the
Intruders ont, bow broadly national and bold
ho was on & great Amerlcan question affecting
the stability and progress of republican Instita-
tlons on this Continent. Looking at his whele
public history, his character and expressed
views, there is every reason to belleve he is
heartlly In favor of Cubaa independence. He
Las strictly enforced the neurality laws because
1t was bis doty as the Executive of the repub-
lic, while he regretted the necessity of thus
{ndirectly favoring Spanish despotism and
hindering the canse of republican Iliberty, Nor
1s ho fnsensible to the sentiment of the Ameri-
can people which calls for the recognition of
the Cubans, He has had the hope, too, that
the Spanish government would appreciate the
moderation of this country and would listen to
the advice and overiures ha has offered. We
think that had the lamented Geaeral Rawlins,
or any other high-toned American patriot, been
at the head of the State Department, instead
of Mr, Flsh, belligerent rights would have been
accorded to the Cubans or thelr independencs
scknowledged befors now, Having confidence
in the patriotiem and wisdon of his Secretary
| of State, General Grant was not willing to act
even upon his own views or wish, though he Is
firm end bold enough to do 8o when a crisls
comes or any question culminates, The Cuban
question has come to a polat when we beliave
the Prosident foels it will be pmi)er for the gov-
ernment to act declsively in support of the
Cuban causs, and thnthllfurthcomlnx message
to Congress will show this,

We understand thers is a great pressure
made upon the government, and especially
upon the Secretary of State, by = secret ser-
vice of Spanish egents In Weshington, to pre-
-vent the Presideat touching the Caban ques-
ton fn his metsage, But all this, thers Is
good reason to belleve, will prove unavalling.
No doubt a great deal of Spanish money Is
belng used In thls country, poor as the Span-
Ish government is. The prize at stake Lsa
valnable one. The Bpanish Regency has re-
foeed & hundred millions of dollsrs for Cuba,
Spala bas drawa forty milllons or more of rer-
enue & year from the {sland. An army of
hangry Spanish officials hava fed upon the ua-

fortunate Cubans, Qf courss Spaln would

willingly spead large sums gpon sgents in this

conntry—corrupt Amerioans and others—to

prevent tha Unfted States rocogalziog the
and to enablo her t6 hold on.ta the
i8lend.  Qf coorns_ths, Secrotary of State
would 2ot b influeaced dlrectly or knowlngly
by Spanish gold, but may e not lodirectly and
unwittiogly? It bas been rumored—anda Bos-
ton P glves to the
that Mr, | th'l soa-In-law rocelres large fees
from the Symll!l govemmnt for some service.
As largs 8 sum as forly thousand dollars s
named, This gentleman, whan he was private
secretary to President Plerce, dabbled inthe
Nicaragus land and emigration schemo under
Colonel Klnney, and, therefore, scemsto havea
taste forsuch ontside spesulations, Wo do not
chargs Mr. Fish's soa-In-law with anything,
snd he may get forty thousand dollars, or any
other sum, for feos from the Spanish govern-
ment in his profession as a lawyer; nor do we
81y tho Secrelary of Stats has been Indirectly
inflaenced by him, But we atate It 82 & rumor,
md only remark that It seems to be a curlous
fon with the peral
opposition of the Biate Dapmment to the
recognition of the Cubans. Mr. Fish Is a
weak, timid man, and no doubt Is easlly
influenced by thoss mear to him, though he
may ba highly bonorabla and patriotic himself.
Hs Is unfit to handle questions of great
natlonal policy whers comprehensive views
and boldness of actlon are required, as in this
one concerning Gubal We hope and belleve
the President snd Congress will tike the
matter qut of hls hands, The whole clvilized
world ontalde of Spain looks to the United
Btates for a solution of the Cuban difcully,
Any other great Power with the [nterests wo
have in securing the independenca of Cuba
would have recognized the Cabans long ago.
Over a year has passed alnce that peoble have
stroggled succesafully against the power of
Spalg, and they are sizonger to-day than ever.
They are entitled to recognitlon, and it would
be an everlasting dlisgrace to the American
repablis If our goverament shonld not speedily
recoguize them,




