The Cubap Questlon Calmiotieg.

As far as tho pollcy and action of the
United States are concerned the Cuban
question is culminating. If we look at this
question as it now stands—at the cfforts of
our government through General Sickles to
obtaln the independence of Cuba: at the
declaration of our Minister {o the Madrid gov-
crament that the time Is near when the United
States will bave to recogaize the Cubans as
belligerents; at public sentiment here; at
the well known sympathy of the President,
the Cablaet and Qongress with the Cubans; at
the increased activity of Spain to crush the
Insurrection; at the prolonged and so far guc.
ocessful struggle of the Cubaus to acquirs their
Independence, and now at the Cuban priva-
teer, the Hornet, falling Into the hands of tha

 United States suthorities, 2s well as at the
 difficultios surrounding the Euterpe and the
8paniel guoboats in vur waters—it Is evideat
the administration !5 brought to a polnt
when its policy aud purpose with regard to
Cuba must be made known, A purely nega-
tive policy is no longer possible, though
on afirmative policy in favor of the
Cubans would not necessarily lead fo a
rupture with Spain or’ to & participation
In the struggls, The timeIs near when the
United Stotes must either recognize the
Cubans as belligerents or abandon them to
their fato. .

The case of the Hornet may bring this ques-
tion to & practical fssne. At any rate it pre-
sents & vory curlous case and Involves

nice polnts of Internatlonal law. It Is
admitted that this vessel Is s priva-
teer snd under the Caban flag. The

srgoment Is made on our side that

and still take I!a own {ime aboal recogoizing
tho Cubans as belligefonts- or fndepoddént.
Admlitting the view we bave taken of the
question fo be the correct ons, the ndministra~
tloa need not be cmbarrassed fn the least.
Then, egaln, it Is Inslouated that the govern-
ment knew of the Horaat golag Into one of our
ports, and that this Iy a part of the programme
for bringlog about the epesdy recognition of
the Cubans. The truth is, wo think, the Horaet
veas Io dlstress and compelled to put fato some |
nesr port, The terrible storm that awept
along our coast was suticlent to dlsable ber or
to exhanst a large portlonof her coal. Of
courss, In the absence of more detalled infor-
matlon, this question cannot be declded; but
the view we take appears to be the most rea~:
sozable one. .
A fow timid and shortsighted people appear

10 be alarmed at the idea of the United States
recognlring the Cubans as belligerents, They
Imagide 1t may lead to & war with Spaln,
Why should such a recoguition Jead to war?
Recognizing belligerents whers the [fact of
belligerency exists, as in the case of Cuba, has
never been cousldered by the natlons of the
world as a canse of war. Spala would not be
80 foolish as to make it eo. Proud as the
Spaniards are they would not be so crazy as to
g0 to war with thls country on such & question,
There is another olass of timid and short-
sighted people—thongh a limited class—that
fesr the recognition of the Cabans would
damage our case In the Alabama claims, and
some such thought, perbaps, may have made
the sdministration particalar] tious and
slow about taking action In the matter, Bat
there would be no parallel between the case of
England recogaizing the South at the begin-
niog of the war and the recoguition of the-
Cubans afior they have carried on their war of
independence over a year and have been gala-
ing ground all the time. Besldes, the clrcum-
stances in the ¢case of Cuba and the conduct of
the war there are very different to thoss con-
nected with the rebellion fn the South, How.
ever, all nations are governed very much by
thelr Interests in such cases, and we have in
that of Cuba both the cause of republican
liverty and a broad and comprehensive Amerl-
cau policy to promote.

a8 the United States hava not recognired the
Cubans as beligerents the Horne! must be
regarded and treated as a pirate—as baving,
in fact, no recognized fiag, Dut Is thbis so
acoording to the law of nations? The bellige-
rency of the Cubans has been recognized by
two Independent nationalities and regular
gove ~by two Amerl republl
and one, that of Pern, has recognized the
independence of the Cubans. The flag, then,
basa legitimate existence in a part of the
world. It Is for the United States govera-
ment to say whether It will recognize and act
uponthat fact, although belligerent rights have
not been accorded by Itself 1o the Cubanx, or
wilt ignore the action of the South American
republics. Daring the cirll war in this coun-
try the Alabama znd Shenandoah put inte
the ports of countrles where the governments
bad not recognized the Confederates as bel-
ligerents, It wlll be remembered, for exam-
ple, that one of thoze vessels, If not Lotb,
went {oto the port of Lisbon when in distress
and for supplies, though Portugal herself had
not formally recognized the Lelligerent rights
of the Confederates, It was enough for the
Portuguese government that olber nations had
done 20, Other exsmples might be cited, but
that s 'y, This §s tas a
precedent, and, we tbink, sufficient to show
the internationa! law governlog such cases,
Can not the Unlled States act upon this, then,
in the case of the Hornet? Judglog from our
A\ { despatch, publlshe_d‘ Jesterday,
the President and biy Cah!aéi take this view
of the maller, Twenty-four hours {s the time
ollowed for 8 vessel of such a character to
remain in & neatral port, thongh the time may
be cxtended under extraordinary circum-
stances, particularly whero the vessel bas been
detained and provented from getting supplies
by the authorities themselves. The Inter-
national law or usage in euch cases is based
upon humanlty, and the United States can
properly act upos {t witbout belng subject to
the charge of doing a bostile or unfrieadly act
toward Spain.

The Hornet, or Cuba, as it is now called,
cleared from & Britlsh port (Hallfax), and If
even the Britlsh governmenl could, under the
law of nations, pursue and capture her, which
may be doubtful, our government Is neither
required to do 8o nor to detain her, provided
she leaves after the usual time allowed for
gettiog supplies.  Nor does it matter where
{his vessel had boen or what ports sbe cleared
from before, Her last clearance Is the only
one that can be consldered, There are many
epeculations with regard to the Cubd putting
into the port of Wilmlngton, Some intimate
that there was treachery on tho part of the
officers and that Spacish gold was used suo-
cesafully, This {s very doubtful. Others think
the object was to bring the government of the
United Btates o a direct Issuo on the Ciiban
question; but this Is not likely, a8 the govern-
ment can efther detalnor let the Hornet go,




