The Dritish Capture apd Release of the
Cuban Sulp Lilllan, .

The Cubang, eo far, bave been yery uafor-
tunate in their efforts to make an appearance
on the high seas. Thelr steamships, the Cuba
20d the Lillian, have both been seized. The
dlfference between the seizare of the vessels
bas been that the Cuba was faken in charge
by the American anthorities and the Lillian by
thoss of Great Britatr, The case, however, of
both vessels in the maln was similar, but the
treatment they pave undergone was different.
The Cuba put into Wilmington, N. ., to coal,
and the Lillian approached Nassau for a like
purpoze. The two ships were brought to on
the ples of being Cuban privateers, or blockade
runners, and were held to awalt the actionr of
the authorities on thess charges. If there was
sufficlent evidence to make these arresta the
procoedings were correct, but no time should
have been lost in testing the reasons upon
which sach proceedings wers foanded. The
ateamer Cuba has now been in charge of the
Unlted States authoritles at Wilmington for
nearly three weeks, aod yot wo are as far
from a solution of the diffeulties of ber caze a3
we werd the second day after her selzure,
Why this delay? Tha"people of the Uslted
States are anricas to be infoimed op dhis
sabject, and they alio desire lo bave
the caso of the Caba atiwnded fo with
promptness; This red tape, do-nothing
policy, which charactorizes the treatment of the
Cuban question, is humiliatiog. If the steam-
ship Cuba was selzed as a privateer, on that
charge she could be rightfully keld, but
only 80 long a8 was necessary to test the alle-
gation against her in the courts! A prompt
decislon was looked for by the people. This
has not been done, and should the vessel bo
subsequently discharged it places the United
States In a very awkward position.

How differently was the steamer Lilllaa
treated by the English anthorities at Nassau.
While approaching the island of New Provi-
dence sha was brought to and overhauled by
the British gunboat Lapwiog and taken into
the harbor, Here ghe was held untll her case !
was declded. The letler from our correspond-
ent at Nassau, which was published in yester-
day’s HERALD, informs us that the vessel was
salzed on the 1Gth Inst. The case was im-
mediately 1aid before the Attorney General,
who, after mature codsideration, decided that
the government could mot legally hold the
vessel, and she was accordingly released. We
are further informed that on tho 18th, as the'
New York sfeamer Eaglo was leaviaz Nassau,
the Lillian was getting under way and that
the Cuban flag was flying at her peak.

From the prompt manner in which the
aathorities at Nassan have acted in the case
of the Lillian it would seem that the English
government doea not regard the case of the
Cubsn patriols as altogether hopeless. It
scems almost superfluous fo state that Britlsh
colonfal agehts understand thoroughly the
policy of their government In matters of this
nature, and possibly English stateamen, per-
celving In the future the .rise and growth of
a new republic in the islands of the West
Indles, do tot desire to take any unnecessary
step that might operate agalnst British inter-
ests hereafter.

In contrasting the case of the, Cuba with
that of ths Lillian the plctare is not a gratify-
ing ome for the Amnerican people. Prealdent
Graat, we fee! saﬁsﬂezf, sympathizes with the
Cuban struggle, and in this respect bofain
| sympathy with the wishes of the people. A
bold, decisive American policy is what the
country desires. Under such circumstances
we ahould have none of those petty annoyances
which the detention of the Cuba may yet
submit the country to. The Eaglish authori-
ties at Nassau have get an *example worthy of
emulation,




