Apanish Barbarlties (n Cuba.

The letter of tho poor Cuban prisoners who
were massacred by the Spanish soldiers at
Jignani o the foreign consuls, which we pub
lished yesterday, shows Low these unhappy
people dreaded the fate that befell them. This
appeal to tho Consuls of England, France,
Prussia and the United States would not have
avalled under any <circumstances, probally,
but could not If cven {be consuls had been
disposed to interfere, for the signers of It were
dead men before any acion could have been
taken. Suchis the brutality of the Spanish
Soldiers and Spanith volunteers that these
unfortunate Caban prisoners appreheaded vio-
lence or death from those who shonld havo
gearded nnd protected them, Thelr langnage

hing and prophetic. They
nyx—“We do not fear the eentence of the
authorities; wo do not fear tostand beforo any
tribunal; we do not fear tho rancorous hatred
of our enemies, nor tho slanders 8o freely
circulattd against us for the crime of daring
to bo liberals; but we have o dreadful appre-
bension as (o what will be onr fate and that of
our familles.” And then, asif foreseelng their
fate, they add:—‘‘And this apprehension Is
converied Into a horrible fear when we
call to mind our imprisonment, with the
circumstances of which you are acqualnted—
that deed, which, had its full Intent beeh car-
ried out, woald have deprived sereral fnno-
cent men of their lives, men whose removal
was wrapped In mystery like our own—and
tuly fear 1s converted into™n terrible reality
when we reflect that in o lonely reglon, in the
midst of a civil war, we, accused of political
offences which have nover been proved, may
meet our death [rom an altack, nn encounler,
a simplo skirmisb, a mere suspicion from those
having us in charge.” Ilow surely and dread-
fully did these poor victims of Spanish op-
proseion realizo the fate they apprebended! |
They were murdered fn “‘a loncly rezion” by
the Lrutal guards who escorted them and
should have protected them. e know of
notblng more horrible in the history of clvil
wars. It could not have occurred in this
enlightened and civilized age with any other
people than the Bpanlards. It is sufficient to
cause our government and the other govern-
menls of the clvilized-world to declare the
war in Cuba a barbarous one, and {5 Insist, In
the name of humanity, that it must cease. If
there were a spark of cournge In the Secretary
of State, or If the admlinistration represented
tho Amerlcan pzople on this Caban question,
such a protest would be sent to Madrid as
would starile the Spanish government. Spaln,
in the atrocious conduct of the war in Caba,
has placed herself boyond the pale of civiliza-
tion and international comity, and should be
proclaimed the enemy of humaalty,




