The Slekles Note on the Cuban Quess
ticn—Is It Withdrawn or Not?

So much has been gald and so many contra-
dictory slatements ma2de sbout General
Sickles’ note to the Spanish government on
the Cuban question and it having been with-
drawn, that, in order to put the public right on
the matler, we can state on good autbority
what was dons and the present condition of
the case. First, the United States govern-
ment tendered, through General Sickles, its
good offices to aid in bringing the Cuban war
toa close on a basis eatisfactory to Spain and
Cuba. Second, the Spanish government was
indisposed to accept forelgn mediation in a
domestic question, Third, the offer of good
offices was, therefore, withdrawn. Fourth, no
communlications that have passed between the
two gover.ments havo been withdrawn. Here
“there appears to be a sort of diplomstic puzzla
or fiction.  But the explanation makes it clear,
When our Minister found that the friendly
offer of mediation wag not accepted he simply
sent a note to the Madrid government, sayiog,
in effect, “Very well; then I withdraw the
offer.? DBut tho written communications that
passed are not withdrawn, and remalin in the
archives. So when Rivero, the President of
the Cortes, declared in open council that the
note had been withdrawn, and that there re-
malned no cause of newspaper hostilily to
General Sickles and his government, he said
the truth in a diplomatic way and to covera
diplomatie fiction. So is Sickles right asto
the aimple fact that the note was not actually
withdrawn, People may take which view they
please. It may, bo said that there Is no differ-
ence in the meaning; but there is. If the
note had been actually withdrawn that wonld
have implied offence, elther in the offer of
mediation or in the rejectlon of it. Asitis,
no offence was given or taken on either side.
Amicable relations atill exist, and there i3 no

" bar to the Unlted States government renewlag

! its offer, or another one, should our Minister
see a disposition in the Spanish government
to accept its mediation, This is the state of
the case as it now stands. We hope the
Spanlsh peaplo and Regency will have the good
sonse o vlew. this Cuban question In its true
1ligbt, and to give the United States anothes
opportuaity to propose such a settlement of 1t
as will be satisfactory to all parties.




