Caba—What Is the Posltion of the Admins'
fstration®

Tho carefully and cunningly worded letter,
dated from Washinglon, which was sent by the
Associated Press to all the newspapers, and
published yesterduy, on the present attitude of
the adminisiration with regard to Cuba, nato-
rally leads fo the inquiry whether Mr. Secre-
tary Fish is backing down ornot. This letter
has something of the red-tape style of the State |
Department, and exhibits a weakness which
we can readily belleve the Secretary might
cvince; but from ils general character and
tone we are Inclined fo think it was fnsplred
by the Spanish Minlster at Waehington or by
some underling of the State D under
his influence. e are thie more disposed to
take this vlew when we consider that Mr, Fish
himself not Jong ago talked in a very different
strala upon the Cuban guestion, whon wo call
to mind the fact that the Prosident has on
several occaslons spoken warmly and hopefully
for the Cubans, and when we recur to the
declaration of General Sickles to the govern-
‘ment at Madrid, that the United States wonld
haveto recognize, at no dlstant day, the Cubans
8a belligerents. In short, we are not willing
1o believe tho administration would back down
tothe extent indicated by the spirit anl tone
of this Washington letter.

Tho argument used to cover up the timidity,
ignorance and short-sichtedness of the Secre-
tary of State on this Cuban question s ns fal-
lacious as it is weak, After stating that “the
United States government had been asked to
follow the exampls of Mexico and Pera and
other South American republics, and thas
officlally encourage tho Cubans in their sirag-
gle agalnst Spaln,” the writer goos on to say
that “the reasons for not acquiescing in such
appeals are based on the law of natlons, the
conditions of the island not jusiifying, in the
opinion of the administration, the recogaition
of the Cuban flag,” What is the law of nations
on this subject? There Is no fixed or deter-
mined law, Natlons are governed in each
| case according to the circumstances that sur-
' round it, and generally from political consider-
ations and self-interest. The only general
recogoized law is that before conceding bel-
Hgerent rights to a people they must show
thelr obllity to sustain a war, with a reason-
ble prospect of ultimate success. Apply this
rule to the case of Cubs and what must be the
conclusion? The Cubaus have mulntalned
1beir war for lndependencn overa ycnr. I'rb'ﬁi
the gmallest beginning and with very limited
means they have been galning ground all the
time, They have Improvised and created
resources for war and are stronger to-day than
ever. Thewhole population, white and black—
for since slavery bas been declared abolished
by the Cespedes government the negroes are
with the Cubans—are heart and soul for Inde- |
pendence, with the exception of & llmited
number of Spaniards and Spanish officials,
Never, perbaps, was thers more unanimity in
8 country struggling to be free. Then, as to
the prospect of ultimate success, scarcely any
one in this country has any doubt, Mr, Fish
himself has gaid that Cuba s destined to be
free. There is nothing, in fact, in the law of
nations, so-called, to hinder the recogaition of
the Cubans as belligerents,

But, 25 was ald, nations make a law t‘or
Ives or i the law g
euch cdsesto sult their own policy. Kuman!ty,
the cause of liberty, progress, the weakenlng
or strengibening of nations fn cerlain ciream-
slances, and other considerations, are brought
to bear upon the question of recognition, It
has been the policy of this republle from its
foundation to give ald and comfort as faras
possible to every people struggling for freedom,
Especlally has It endeavored to promote the
ca0s¢ of republican liberty In all the countrles
of America, and to exdudo, 88 far as pneﬂ-
cable, Europeanand on
Awmerican soll.  Wo have never falled to sclza




a1 opportanity o carry out this polley. From
the time the Monroe doctrine was proclaimed
the nations of tho world have recognized—
Lowever relactantly sometimes—this to be the
American policy. To sarround thls great
republican country with repablics and to
uphold their Institations fnvolves a great prin-
ciple of national existence and progress, They
are, a5 Mr, Seward aplily designated them, *‘our
Luitresses,” All leonn act upon the same
inciple to strenzth 1 To show
uﬂs woe might notice the conduct of Prussia
in absorbing the States of Germany, of France
in annexing Nice and Savoy, of Italy in extend-
ing her dominion, of England in her annexa-
tlons In India and other parts of the world, of
the courss of Russia, and, In fact, of the
pollcy of all governments whero uxelr own
, progress or aggrandl: t are con-
cerned. Ja every point of view—for the sake
of humanity, for the causo of republicanliberty
in America, for tho eake of progress, for our
own Interests—Cuba appeals fo us for recogni-
tlon and support. Spaln has no clalm upon us
beyond that d ded by strict { i!
obligations, and these do not bind us to refuse
the Cubans recognition, If the Washington
letter referred to expresses the views and
policy of the administration they arc in oppo-
sition to pubtlie sentiment and unworthy of
this great republic, However, Congress will
| soon meet, and, if wo mistake not, the voice of
tho people will be heard then and the Cubans
be recogaized.




