The Coban Questlon a&nd _the Adminbsira=
tion. .

The Cuban question has bocome a very im-
portant ons, and perhaps the"most important
of any that occuples the publio mind or that
the administratlon has to deal with, Itis so
in every polnt of view—national, fnternational
orpolitical, It cannot be ignored, trifled with,
or the settlement of it long deforred. We sos
in the seizure and detention of the Hornet
both the judlcial and {nternational phase of
the question prominently brooght forward ; in
the action of the administration, throngh our
Minister ot Madrid, offering mediation with a
-view to the independence of Caba, the desire

| claims will not frighten them, for we can sattle

and purpose of the government; and in the
expressions of our public men and drift of
popular sentiment ihe political aspect of ‘
the question. Everyihlng is tending to an !
early decision one way or the other, and from .
 these signs of the times thera can bono doubt
 as to what that decislon must be.
The sdministration has been
cautlous and prodent, and has even placed
itself in opposition to public sentiment, in the |
deslre to uphold the honor of the republicin |
its international relatlons and to dthe '
respoect of the world for its moderation. It
hag subjected itself to the charge of timldity
through this excossive prudence. Thers would
have boen a more decided expression of popu-
1ar sentiment, and & greater pressare upon the
administration for prompt actlon In favor of
the Cubans, if the people had not relled upon
the declared sympathy of the F and of
the Secretary of State and otber members of
the Cabinet. Having confidence in this they
have waited patiently, believing that the gov-
ernment would not disappolat their hopes and
“would recognize the Cubans without unneces-
 sary delay. They have not believed even that
Mr, Sumner's bugbear of the Alabama claims
would hinder the administration from taking
declded snd prowpt action in favor of the
Cubans, But, as the old proverb goes, ‘‘hopa
deferred maketh the heart sick.” The delay
of the government begins to create a restless
anxlety and doubt of its courage and ability.
A year has passed slnce the Cubans struck the
first blow for independence. They have been
galning strength all the time, and that to such
a degree as to call forth all the power of
Spaln to wage war againstthem. They are
entitled to recognition as belligerents, at least,
according to the law of natfons and upon the
yprinciple of humanity, had we no other object
in view, Dot when we consider the broad
American policy which we have always pro-
clalmed with regard to the freedom of people
on {his side of the Allantic from Europesn
domination, end of the sympathy of thls
republic with all who are struggling for repub-
lican Uberty, there is another and powerful

Ainol

motive for the prompt rauoxnihon of the
Cubaps,

of the ‘Spn.nhh goverament, or the diffenlties
g Lhe Spanish gunboats at our ehip-
yutds may brlng the administration 1o a speedy
declslon we cannot yetdetermine, The Hornet
peems to bave been turned over to the judlclal
suthoritles, but the declsion in that casa pro-
bably will be in sccordance with ths
wish and policy of ﬂ:e government, In such
havieg an § tlonal ‘bearlag- the
Yaw Is generally made elastlo to sall 158 views
of the gorm:ment,' for, there are

How far the case of tho Hornet, the action .

can be turned or interpreted to that end. If
the administration be disposed to favor the
Cubans by letting the Hornet go thero are pro-
cedents for that. The Cuban flag Is recog-
nizod by several of the republics of America,
and so far has a lezitimate existence. The
United States can act upon that fact, just as
Spaln knd Portugal acted in the case of tho
Confedorate privateers which weat into and
recraited in thelr poris when the Confederates
had not beon recognized by them as bellige-
rents, The Hornet did not clear from nor
becomse an armed vessel In our ports, and it is
unnecessary to Inquire into her previous his-
tory. It matters not where she was built or
who she belonged o before, She cleared from
 forelgn port, took her armament and anpplies
on board at sea, and was at tho time
& Coban vessel—the wessel of a bel-
ligerent Power that had been recognized
by sevenal indepeadent nations. Bat
whether the Hornet ba condemned or allowed
to go, the government may hereafter, and that
soon, recognize the Cabaus. Judicial or gov-
ernmental action in her case need not Influence
the conduct of the admlinistration in its future
policy towards Cuba.

TWhatever timidity the Secretary of State
may exhibit oa the Cuban question from s
rldicolons fear of damaging our casein the
Alabama claims, Congress is not likely to be
afrald of that bugbear., Judging from our
Washington despatches, which give the views
of the Congressmen who arrive at the capital,
and from the expressions of the leading publio
men of ell parties, there geams to be no doubt
that declded measures will be taken, as soon
as Congress assembles, in favor of Caba.
Members will see, it Mr, Flsh cannot, that
thero is no parallel between the case of Eng-
1and recognlzing the rebels as bellizerents at
the very commencement of the war, and the
recogaltion of the Cubans by the United States
after & year of saccessful warfare. They will
understand, {f he does nol, that thls mighty

public has a p i American
policy to carry out regarding «ll the
countries contlguous to ours, and they are
not likely to Iose the opportunily afforded by
the struggle In Caba to extend repablican
institutions In this bemisphere. The Alabama

theso at some future day when most convenlent
tous, They will not sacrifice the principle of
American liberty and republicanism or neglect
to selze a present and greater good for that
which is of less importance and which can ba
safely postponed. No, they will say, if we
may judge from the views of Congressmen and
the strong current of public sentiment, Cuba
first and the Alabams claims afterwards. We
know what the opinion of the President is, and
there is no doubt he' will cordially co-operate
with Congress In this matter. Still the ques-
tion arises, ought not the adminlstration to
anticipate tho actlon of Congress? Should it '
not endeavor to stop the bloody work In Caba
by such an energetle policy as would soon
close up the war? There need be no fear of
war with Spain. The Spanish governmeont has
not the means nor will it have the temerity to
engage fn suck o futile and hopeless confllct.
Prompt and bold action is demanded now of
the administration on this Guban it




