Those Spanish Guaboats.

Thirty Spanish gunboats are being bullt in
this city, or la the neighborhood, for some
object which up to the present time ft is diff-
cult to determine. Thé Peruvian government

 belleved that Spaln had hostile intentions
towards the Peruvian nation; but this Iden
 being ridlcaled by Serrano’s agents here we
let it pass., Chile may also be regarded safe.
It is hardly possibls that the proud Dons will
agaln attempt the undertaking of reconstruct-
ing the Dominlcan republic, and as for this war-
like fleet belng Intended for operations agafnst
the Ever Falthful Isle, it is sheer nonsense; for
have wo not been fnformed, time and time
a5aln, by good and reliable anthorlty—Spanish,
of that the Cuban lution is a
mere nothlng; that the Insurgents have no
government, no money, no men in arms, no sea~
ports, in fact, that they have nothing that can
entitle them to recognition? To be sure, Spain
has sent troops to Cuba; but then it must be
borne in mind that the Spanish treasury is full,
the people are proud and warlike and ambi-
tious for display, and perhaps the forces that’
have been or are belng sent from Cadiz are
only intended for exhibition and to impress
upon the youthful republis of tha United
States what it might expect If 1t should
dare to recognize the Insurgents, What if
four governments have already looked with
favor and sympathized with the rebels? They
aro only republics, But that Spala Is not
pleased with their action 13 evident from the
fact that she has set her foot down and
declared that no further recognition will be
permlited, Inface ofall this would it not be
madness for the Unlted States to recognize the
patriots? Can anything more forcibly be
asserted In vindleation of noa-intervention on
ourpart? Has not Spaln a standing army,
& great navy, Immense resources and power~
fulallies? Has she not a fleet of gunboats
building here which, in the event of thelr
getting to sea and having no Cuban ports to
guard, might, ifthe United States government
was #0 reckless as o recognize Cuba, blockade
our harbors and destroy our commerce 2
Whatif Spain did shelter the Sdmter and the
Xlabama befors her government reccgnized
the belligerent rights of the slaveholders’
rebellion ? Had she not a perfect right to do
80, for is she not strong, and was she not at
one time mistress of tho seas? Thwags have
taken a more serfons turn than the people
think, Withonta standing army what could
we do sgalnst Spala? These are thoughts
which are worthy of conslderation, serious or
otherwise, Is the republic of the West, then,
in danger? or what does the threat of Spaln
and Spanish journalists amountto? Simply
fils—idls bombast, and nothlog more. Why,




the 'Tnlted States would, It Bpala became
presumptuous, think no mors of chastising her
than & schoolmaster with his birchen rod
would hesltato to flog an fil-behaved boy.
Let these blustering, 1, Spanlard
coase this nonsense and spesic of the sltuation
25 it presents {tself as thoughtfal and sensible
men.




