The question of the futare poliucul relations
of Cuba iz  assuming the dimensions of an in-
ternational affair, and seems likely to hecome
at an early day, one of the most importa.nt of

the American Contlnent. Within the fsland a
revolutionary movement has been in progress
since last October, and although our advices
from there come almost entirely throngh
Spanigh sources, it is evident from these that
the Spanish government has lost its hold upon
one half of the island, excepting only & nar-
row strip of shore commanded by the guns of
its fleet, At the present moment é new
Caplain General sent out by the pravisional
government of Spain is making a laudable and
strenuous effort fo allay the revolution by the
introduction of radieal reforms in the colonial
government, but with doubtful prospects of
success. The wealthy classes ask for some-
thing more than vague generalitles, and the
popular masses demand nothing short of imme-
i diate and complete revolution.

| Outside of the island fhe question i3 pro-
ducing lively agitafion in political circles. In
Washington anxious eyes are turned to Cuba,
as the key of the arc of coastwise navigation
on our Atlantic shore; and the recent sudden
springing of a protectorate question in the
House of Representatives would not have met
80 ignominious a failure as it did had its pro-
moters contemplated the broader basis which
was open to them in this movement in Cuba.
The Mexican Cabinet is also taking an active
interest in the subject, and has recently
sent a special agent, Sefior Zenea, to this
country as the special confidant of its views
and wishes, A smaller but not entirely in-
significant element in the complication is the
Dowinican republic, where the anti-Spanish
party is on the eve of triumph over the gov-
ernment of President Baez, This island, lying
a8 it does between ihe Spanish islands of Cuba
and Porto Rico, posscsses ready means of
danger to the Spanish forces which promise to
be brought into pluy nt a.n early dny while
the leading ;oumals of Hexxcu openly an-
nounce that no neutrality laws bind their
shores, and they owe Spain a grudge.

In Mexico the question is already put for-
ward as one of anmexution of Cuba to the
Mexican republic, while among the Domini-
cans, at home and in the revolutionary service
in Cuba, it assumes the form of a West Indian

i No word of to the
Unlted States is breathed by the Cuban revo-
lutionists, and thus far President Cespedes
seema to lmvu carefnll‘v abgtalned from send-
ing an ized ageht ta Washington. This
arises from the opmlon prevalent T Guba and
among Cubans elsewhere that in former afforts
to attain independence, whenever théy have
confided their hopes and views to members of
the Washington Cabinet, from Fillmore’s time
down to that of Buchanan, they have been
betrayed to the Spanish government, and have
found the government of the United States
their most persistent enemy. Whéther the
new political combinations now germinating
in the countries south of us will erystallize into
something effective and tangible yet remains
to be seen, but our government will do well
not to close its oars and its eyes to the voices
and signs that come to us from Cuba, Mexico
and St. Domingo.

As regards Cuba the subject of most inte-
rest to us now is the course of the revolution
and the character of the men who control it.
The continuous efforts of Spain for four
months to subdue the revolution have been
futile, and the blow recently struck with such
great cost and effort at Bayamo, the seat
of the revolutionary government, has fallen
harmless upon the insurgents and useless to
the Spanish government. President Cespedes,
after sending the women, children and prison-
ersto a place of safety, on the approach of
the Spanish troopaget fire to the town, and

when remonstrated with for the act by some '
ot hiz followers replied:—*Myself and my ;

family are the greatest losers by the measure
which as your chief I have decreed.” His
example in personal sacrifice has been imitated
in Puerto Principe by the Marquis of Santa
Lucia, the Count of Villamar and other
wealthy Cubans who have personally taken
the field and thrown their lives and fortunes
into the war. Such men, when upheld by the
popular voice, as these are, seldom fail.
Had the wealthy natives of the Western De-
partment followed the example of their coun-
trymen in the eastern and central portions of
Cuba the resources of the Spanish authorities
would have collapsed before now, and the
struggle, except 8o far as regards a few for-
tified ports, would have been at an end.

These results have been obtained with little,
almost no outside assistance, and the period
of the year is approaching when European
troops, even if Spain could send them, can do
litile in the tropical field of Cuba. Dut the
policy pursued by President Cespedes in his
military operations defies even the strongdst
efforts the Spanish troops can make, In no
instance have the revolutionists accegted

battle. On the approach of th,e troops
iss msurgents {etue from the front
ond confid§ fhofselves fo  harassiig

operalions upon the flanks and rear of the
advaucing column. Thus every victory an-
nounced by the Spaniards is a Pyrrhic vic-
tory. Around the places held by Spanish gar-
risons guerillas hover, who keep the troops
shut up in close quarters, and with no enemy
sufiiciently visible to tempt a sortie, The re-
cent announcements of a formal atlack on the
city of Baracoa and the capture of Puerto
Principe are the principal efforts yet made,
and they indicate the growmg strength of the

and i g confid; among its

leaders.

‘We may therefore assume that the govern-
ment of President Cespedes has become a gov-
 ernment d¢ faclo, and that it will soon appear

before the Cabinets of America and Europe
with its claim to national and belligerent
rights, Spain, occupied with her own domes-
tie troubles, has not the power to assert her
“ancient ¢laims, and i this age of steam and
the telegraph she cannot carry on another
thirty years' exhausting struggle against re-
bellious colonies. -It will be jvell, therefore,
for us to consider the questions arising ount of
the new complications of the Cuba question.
The development of a West India confedera-
tion or an intimate alllance belween Cuba
and Mexica may not threaten us with daiger,
‘but ¢hey will- Introd new and -troubl

complications a the feld of Amedsan_ diplo-,

thacy, and wo should tko care ‘that these be
not hm'tml to the Interesta of qur commerce
4nd our'people.




