‘T'he Future ot Cuba,

The probability that Cuba will become,
sooner or later, an independent State, and
the clear possibility tliat she may bocome, 1n
cortain contingencioes, a State of our Union,
make the problem of her commercial future
hoth to her and to us one of the highest in-
terest and importance.

Before the insurrection, the Custom-houses
in Cuba collected annually something like
$16,000,000 of import duties and $2,800,000 of
export duties on American trade, while the
officials and traders secured additional sums,
estimated as high as $8,000,000. All these
annual revenues were drisgs on the product-
ive energies of the colonies. It is clear that
with such charges and oxactions abolishod—
as they would be, for example, with annexa-
tion—these enorgies will be powerfully as-
sisted, And, agaiy, with free institutions
established in the' island, either with or
without annexation, American capital, en-
terprise and labor, will find a larger field,
and American productions and manufactures
a better market.

Cuba saved from devastation and properly
governed, will, whether independent or an-
noxed, unquestionably add to the prosperity
of our people, But it is impossible not to
note with apprehension the gradual destrue-
tion of proverty at present in the island.
Recklessness and frenzy are now at work to
prostrate its productive powers. Soon after
the first revolutionwry movemonts, VALMA-
SEDA began the dostruetion of property ; the
patriots attacked and paralyzed the copper
mines; estates were burnt or confiscated ; the
volunteers geized authority regarding inter-
nal managemont from the hands of Spain;
oexecutions, murders and sequestrations be-
came goneral. At such a rate, the * Poarl”
has been rapidly diminishing in price.

What we must do, hewever, in our presont
discussion is to take the normal condition
of Cuba in time of peace. In considering
the productive capability of the island, we
supposoe that tho following might be a fair
estimate of ity faration, oflicial snd othor-
Wise :

The sum oflicinlly publishod in Madeid,
marking the portion of Cuba in the

general mudget, IB66-6T.......... ... .. £32,952, 003
Amount colliectad from
lotterion......... ... B, 000,000

Addittonal pard by tho
community tor  tho
YT 1 1 e 700,000

[ ——

Total. ..., - BLO 000,000
[.0ad 23 per eent. of the $),300,
o0 included in the genorsl

budwet. oo REON— T ATH, 000
Total.o. . ... ... .. e $40,528,253
Tywo per cent, additional on tnoome tax
for corpornllon service.... ... ..., 2,876,644

Private donstions paid For annggling
articles subjest to import and export
duties, not reported at Custom-housa .. 7,500,000

—— e —————

Total sum in gold paid by Cubnn
popuiation before the war. .. ..., $60,404,877T

There is no more striking proof of theim-
portance of the present. wealth of the Queen
of the Antilles than the forogoing figures,
and nothing ean so well justify all etferta
made tosave Cuba from destruetion in the
interest of the commercial world, aven wors
there ue reasons ol hnmmaaity to move our
hetter feolings.

If, out of the 370,000 slaves of that island,
250,000 were to he found able-hodied laborers,
their wages, at tho rate of 36 per month,
wonld amount to X18,000,000—or little over
one-third of the exactions herefofore horne.
These figures will show that to abolish
slavery is not to curtail the prosperity of
Cuba, provided persecutions, war and incen-
diarism are stopped at once. But thereis
very little time to lose in stopping the work
of destruction which has already gone so far.

The ageregate exports of the nine more
nnportant ports for the six months ending
on the 30th of last June give the following
items, showing a marked deeline:

1869, 1868,
Boxesof sngav.............. 1,128,000 1,000,524
Hogsheads of sugar......... 365,218 433,407
Hogsheads of molasses. . ... 201,322 337,110
Tonnunge for the above.. .., 628,822 695,184

The partial increase in some ports is owing
to a precipitancy in bringing produce to mar-

ket, which will cause a corresponding dim-

inution in the six months to come. The last
news of incursions at Jaguey Grande, which
lies in the meridian of Cardenas, sounds the
alarm among the rich plantations of the
West, heretofore unharmed. And, in gen-
eral, it may be remarked that noext year the
diminution of products will be much greater,
because many of the plantations that con-
tributed to the present crop have since been
ruined or paralyzed,

There can be, of course, no doubt about
the conclusions to be drawn from these facts
and figures. The productive power of Cuba
will one day be greatly increased under the
healthful stimulus of free institutions. But
in the meantime the island is retrograding
fast. Alike on commercial and humanitarian
grounds, it is desirable that the friendly
offices undertaken by our Government re-
garding Cuba may result in very prompt
restoration of peace and prosperity to the
island.




