=TI

CUBA.

i

Action Asked by Conpress—Letters from
NMenators Conkling aud Canteron, ¥ xe
SNenunter Wade, ¥, 8, Cox and d{ieneral
Eutler,

The I’hiladelphia ’ost publishes the sub-
joinod copies of leiters received by the Commit-
teco having in charge the arrangomoents for a
mass weoiing in that city in fuvor of frec Cuba:

FROM BENATOR ROSCOE CONKLING,

UTicA, N. Y., Nov. 27, 1869,
GENTLEMEN: T havo the honor to nceknowlodge
your letter of tho 17th inst,, inviting me Lo ad-
dress aomceoting, to bo hold in Philadolphia noxt
month, in aid of Cuban indepoendence, Constunt,
occupution in committeo sinco the receipt of
your nueto has till now postponed mny answer, |
My sympathics aro ver strongly  with
Cubg, and with the idens embodled m
her effort to be free, In s far a9
thoso ideas can b espouscd 1 her case, with
honest rogard for tho requirements of public law,
1 trust they will bo espoused In this country by
Governmont and people. Tt would give mo
leasuro to nltend nny moeeting of the citizens of
Philadelphia hold in behalf o1 Hiberty, but it witl
not be in my power to bo present on Saturday
noxt. Upon the quostion of the recognition of
Cubu ns a Ropublic by our Government at this
time, T abstain from oxpressing an opinion,
L bavo the honor to bo your obadient servant,
ROSCOE CONKLING,
FRROM HON, NENJAMIN F, WADE, |

J EFFEREON, Ohio, Nov. 29, 1860, |

GENTLEMEN: Your letter of the 24th ipst., in-
viting me to attend your mceting on the 4th
prox.,, *to concort measures for rocuring the im-
medinto recognition of the Independence of the
Republic of Cuby,” has just come to my notico,
I noed not iform you that I deeply sympathizo
in thoe objoeot of your mcm.iuf:. aud that T would
atvend 14 could Ido s0o without great inconve-
nieneo. Our Goverminont has hitherto, inmy |
Judgwment, mwanifested too htile interest in peo-
ples struggling with their opprassors, and en-
deavoring to secure to thomseclvesa those
rights of gelf-governmen:, without which n peo-
1'lo are only slaves and beasts of burden. Inthe |
wealkness of our enrly bistory suech an iinpassive
policy may havo been wise, and, on account of
our weakuess, justifiable ; but now, in tho plen.
itude of our power, such a policy i3 uttorly sol-
fish, if not cowardly. ‘Thoe rule of national mo-
ratity is not different from that of individaal
motality. Should & strong man stand by,
wrapped in s dighity or Indifferenco, and suf-
fer anothor to rob and outrage tho rights of o
weak individual, with full power to proteet and
defend am, would not the whole world 2ry out
shame, and hold such strong man  dis-
honored, if not & party to the crime? What
right has Spain to lord it over tho people of
Cubat Can_ robbery and mjustice ripen into
right by prescription? No, never, Becanso
Spain has, for two centuries, robbeld and op-
pressed them, dooes that farnish a good reason
why such iujue;tt.ife should continuo for evor?
The peopia of Cuba, to-day, have the game right
to govern themselves, nak "F no favors of 8Spain,
wy the people of thiis Republie have, They stand
11 the aame relation to Spain that our forefathers
did to Englanda in the time of the Revolution,
and cannot this groat Ropublio afford to be as
generous to thom as thie monarehy of France was
tousi Kingsgand tyranta have often banded
themsolves togother in boly as well as unholy
lengues to uphold their power aud trample on
the rights of man.

Shall not the American people he as zaalous n
mawntaining and propagating thelr glorious prin-
ciples of right and justice as tyrants have ever
boeon in the destruction of those rights? Dat
somie over-prudent and thnorous peonle will say
the haediato recoguition of the independenco
of Cuba will involve usin g war with Spain, I
do not bellievo ity but should sueh a congequence
fullow, wo shall stiil be in the rightt, 1f ¢ver the
tlime -hall como that this great Roepublic
shall fear to saspeak u righteous, brave and
generous word for the encourngement of
people  struggling for  their  lHberty, 1
ghall couse to feel proud of being an
American citizen, 8Such seltish indifference to
the fute of others would be Lat n melancholy
sign ot' tho decay of that proud spirit of Indepon-
denco which has 80 eminently characterized our
nation, and might 80 react as at length to en-
danger our own liberties, Tho trutn is tho
Americaun people, withont distinction of party,
sympiathize deeply with tho causo of the Cuban
Ropublics and should the Government of the
Unijted States sufter them o he overwhelmed by
thelr bloody-ninded oppressors, the Adninistra-
tion wilt be held fearfully responsible for the
consgquoences, us 1o ono can deny that they hold
the destiny of the people of Cuba in thewr handa,
. I auw, geutlemen, with great respect, yours,

&, B. F. WADUL,

- Tizos. WEBSTER, Esq., and othors,

FROM HON., 8. 8. COX,
NEw-YORrK CITY, Nov, 28, 1889,
. GENTLEMEN: It will be out of my power to
assist in the meting you have called 1o aid of
~the Cubuns., It strikesme as a burning shame
which ought to be braunded upon some ong, that
thie fair island, 80 near and dear to us by associn-
tions of many kinds, should be wastoed by the
hands of violenee, and almost renderod unfit for
human oceupation, when, under good govern-
mont, honorable conditions and republican lib-
erty, it mlght shine ag the select gom of the

hemisphere, With respecet, 8. 8. COX.
TIHOMAS WEBSTER aud othiers, Committoo.

FROXM HON, S8IMON CAMERON.

. HARRISBURG, Nov, 29, 1809,

GRNTLEMEN: It will be jmpossible for mo to
meet you on the 4th of Decembor.  The prepara-
tions for my doparture for Washington wiil ub-
sorb all my time. .

I have Jong beon anxious for the emaneipation
of Cuba from the Spanish yoko, ag one of the
last, and by far the most hinportant, part of our
continent lield by that Power, I will availl my-
gelf of every proper occasion to seeure the end
whielt I have so long hoped for and now hope-
fully expeet {o soe speedily realized.

Yours traly, SIMON CAMETRON.

THOMAS WEHBSTER, and others, Commitieo.

FROM GENELAL DUTLER.
LowsRLL, Nov. 23, 1869,

GENTLEMEN: Public duties will prevont my
being present at the mass meeting relative to
the atfairs of Cubgy of which you write.

It would be hardly proper in mo to write a let-
tor upon mattoers to which I am to he oalled to
act ollicially within go short w time. 1 am yours,
truly, DBEFNJAIIIN IN, BU'TILER.
Mossrs, THoMAS WeBSTER and others, Com-

mittece,




