WASHINGTON.

The Mexican Claims Commission—Cuban
FPolicy of the Administration—The New-
York Poas Ofice Building Iavestiga-
tion—The Exposition of 1871.

8pecial Dispatch to the New-York Times.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 28.—The statement has
been published that the Mexican Commission
now in session in this ¢city has virtually @ecided
that it has no jurisdiction over franochises pur-
chased by American citizens of the Mexican
Government. It will Interest a large number of
people to krow that no such deeision has been
rendered, ard that, in fact, no such-question has
yot been raised before the Commission.  All that
the Commmission has done thus far 1s to decide
-questions of practice, and not a single legul point
has yet been ruled upou,

OUR CUBAN POLICY.

One of your contemporaries has within the last
fow days given publicity to a statement that the
Admnistration would soon change its Cuban
policy, and that the President, Mr, FisH and
Hoenator SUMNER had experienced a change of
inind on this subject. The advisability of speed-
ily recognizing the Cubans as belligerents was,
it was asserted, under consideration.in deference
to the manifest desire of the people of the country,
aud in order to ward off unfavorablo cornment
and criticism in Congress, In reply to thisrevela-
tion, which, by the way, has created some excite-
ment among the Cuban sympathizers here, Gen-
ern) LocaN, who ealled on the President to-day
and had a conversation on the subject, says that
80 far a8 he can judge there is not a word of truth
in it. General LoGaN went to the President for
the special purpose of urging the cause of Cuba,
but failed to receive any assurance whatever
that the Executive intended to take a new de-
parture, As reopeatedly stated in these dis-
patches, tho President, Secrotary Fisit and Mr.
SUMNER have the warmest sympathy for the
Cubans and wish all success to the rovolu-
tion, but they are of the opinion that the
time has not vyet come when they can
officially and conscientiously recommend or ad-
vise the taking of so important a step ag the
acknowledgement of the belligerent rights of
the insurgonts. The Cubans have it in their own
handa to obtain the coveted belligerent rights
concesaion at any time, but they muat first com-
ply with the necessary international conditions
and requirements which are too well known to
require meuntion here,

THE NEW-YORK POST OPFICE BUILDING.

The House Post Office Committee has trans-
ferred the scenc of its operations to your City,
and will toomorrow ronew it8 investigations at
the Astor House. A meeting will take place to-
morrow morning, when it is expected some of
the contractors will be given an opportunity to
vent thelr spleen on Mr. MCLLETT,

THE FOREIGN MAIL SERVICE.

Postmaster-General CRESWELL and JoSEru
H. BLACKFAN, Esq., Superintendent of Foreign
Mailg, left for New-York thia morning for the
purpose of conferring with Postmaster JONES in
regard to what measures shall be taken for meet
ing the exigency caused by the refusal of the
ocenn steamship companies to carry the foreigu

mails under the new treaty,
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THE WASHINGTON EXHIBITION. |

In orler to rcmove a misapprehension which
seems to exist 1 gome wminds, it i8 proper to
stato that the bill now before Congress in regard
to the proposed International Exhibition does
not ask for any appropriation. It 18 simply an
act of incorporation necesaary for the organiza-
tion of the Company in this district,
where Congress has exclusive jurisdiction. The
citizens of Washington have already made abona
Jide subseription of £600,000, and have asked Con-
gress for authority to levy a tax of 500,000 more,
Men of capital stand ready to erect the requisite
structnres on this basis, with alien on the re-
ceiptsfor reimbursement to the extent of $1,500,000
more, which would make a total expenditure of
$2,500,000, or about the total gross cost of the Paris
Exposition. For this latter object Congress ap-
propriatcd $100,000 in gold for the benefit of in-
dividual inventors. It has not been asked to ap-
propriate anything for the proposed Exhibition
here, but how it can retuse to do 0, if the Exhi-
bition provea worthy of the country, it is diffi-
cult to mer, In view of this conttibution to tho !
French Exposition,
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