MATTERS IN CUBA.

The Blavery Question—Eroject to fBevivo
the Siave T'rade—Cubans and Span-
tards Fogether in the Plot—Their Pab-
{inhicd Yianifesto,

Fiom Our Own Correspondent.

HavaNa, Saturday, Doc. 11, 1369,

A bold attempt is making liero to revivo
the slavo trade under an gssmned name. Sev-
oral pamphlets havo hoen socrotly circulated, in
one of which JOSE ESPARRAGO Y CURLLAR holdly
declares as the founder of a new Jjournal (£
Espanol) and a new party composed of the old
traflickers in blood, that the only immediate and
collective immigration which suits the Island of
Cuba at present, and always, I3 tho African,
Frightoned at the idea of 1oaing their slaves, somn
of the old slave traders and wealthy planters
have gont a cirveular to all sucl: as would he apt
to join fn anything which might destroy the
proposed freeing of tho slaves, awl have juat
hald a meoting at No. 23 Obisp-street, in the
house of Mr. FRANCISCO MIGURZ DE Bo0TO.
At this Messrs. COSME DE LA TORRIENTE, Juan
Aguirre, RAFAEL TORRICES, CAMILO FRELIO DR
SOTOMAYAR, Anlo. de la Tarriente aund Joss
Mancos were tho presiding elders. (Thoso
marked iu italica are Cubuns,) The rosult of
thieir deliberations was the preparation of a
pamphlet, which has been pubiished with the
consent of the authorittes, JFstenetsd from thid

nro as follows

The question of slavery is oue of Iife or death
to Cuba; of life 1f well resolved, and of death if
hadly rosolved. If the project of Mr. ESPARRAGO
18 adopted it will be well resolved. The prinei-
pal condition of this 13 that the uwuers ot slaves
recoive no indemnpity, but that the slaves after
beingy freed be compelled to remain with thewr mas-
ters, and that a bank be organized widor thy fol-
lowing conditions :

Chapter I. The Government to decree tho 1in-
mediate abolition of slavery, without demni{fy-
ing the owners ; the slaves between tenand sixty
yunrs to remain under the patronage of their ex-
owners as bound servants, who are to give them
the apme privileges as when they wera slaves,
(which was two swita of clothes, insutlicient food
and very cruel treatment, &c.,)and pay in ad-
dition to those between ten and twenty, ono deol-
lar monthly ; those bhetwoen twenty and forty,
two dollars, and those between forty and sixty,
three dollars monthily, ‘The freedumon wbo will
not conform to this are to be banished from the
island. In order to raise the ideaof work in the
ayos of the negro, theiv instructors (the planta-
tion owners) will try to procure Exropeasns and
Chinese, who shall also occupy themselves in
flald labors; only by thesc means the ox.slaves
can be convineced that slavery and tabor are nut
the samao thing.

But now comes the cloven foot in chaptar 2,
whichh 18 hieaded, “On  the  Introduction of
Suvage Negroes iuto tus [stand to be Edacatod.”
To quoto:

“AL the sume time that emanetpation is do-
creod, o juntn of 200 of the prineipal plantors
and merchants shall he formed, 1o be called,
“Fhe Spanish Christianizing Svewety for the
IFree Savage Africans in Cuba,’ wineh Socieby
shall have the exclusive mght dumng twenty-
five years to hring them from Afriea, convey the
titlo to their teachers aud the right to carvy
them to Africa after the first ten years of thoe
apprentisage. The free compelition in suech a
dalicate matter might cause groat damagoe. ‘Fhe
physical Jabor of these scholurs  would
sntisfy  all  the necessities o agrienl-
turo and counnerce, and it applied
on a grand secale will  contribnte  power-
fully toward the eivilization of the whole world.
Our Government (the Spanish) will establish ab
the moat convenient points on the Africin const
numerons and powertul colonies to he ealled
Spanish christinmzing and ransoning colonios of
the savage Africans, If these colonies should
not furnish the sufticient nuinber of Africans ro-
guired in sueh a case, the Governwent and this
society will ransom negroes for thut purpnse at
Angola, Congo, Bengaln, Loando and other
places, where formerly the slivve trade was prin-
cipally in vogue.”

Now comes another fine pavagraph:

dhe entire world knows that the luree major-
ity of Africans are little hetter than idiots, and
that the miking of a contvast w:ith thein s aboug
equivalent to making it with a child of threo
veara: nevertbeless, if some who are a litile
bright and possessed of somao seunso should pre-
gent themselves they may also be contracted.””

This paragraph speaks for itsclf. Tho docu-
ment then continues ;

“ Thoe Colonization Society will pay the bank
214 for every heanlthy African hrought to Cubi,
The instructors (the planters) will pay to the So-
ciety for every African from $138 to $170 gold, e¢x-
clusive of the $34 to be paid to the bank, All
grown Africans to reccive 32 50 mouthly, m
order to resolve the grand ideas of civilizing Af-
riea in Africa and Africa in America; but this
money is not to be paid to the African oxcepting
one-fourth to every female and one-fifth to every
male, the rest to be deposited in the bank.”

The names which I gave above are to form the
firat Board of Directors, the document hong
also signued in addition by Messrs, Jacinlo Larei.
naga, 8. S. Lasa, Juan Antonio de la Torrienie
and J. A. BANIES. (Those in italics are Cubans.(

Thus we see that the generally agsumed thoory
that the Cubans and Spaniards are distinet
peoples aud possessed of distinct traity, ideas und
ambitions, is a very fallacious thoory and can-

not be sustained by the slightest ovidenco. 1
cannot discover any ¢ther ditfferenca than thad
ong factlon was begw i Cuby wn the othor 1y
Bpuain, QUASIMO DG



