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The Cubnn Situntion.

Those who sympathize cordially with the
Cuban struggle for indepondonco,—and thoy
are vory many among our pooplo,—cannot
but admit that the insurrectionary cause is
now fast losing ground. Whether the present
aspect of the Cuban situation may not bo
only ono of those tidal ebbs which evon suce-
cossful revolutions undoergo, we shall not un-
dertake to decide. But it scoms to us that
tho facts will hardly justity this intorpreta-
tion. It seems moro probable that, unleas
speody oxternal relief is furnished, the Cu-
ban cause must succumb.

Thoe latest nows from tho insurgoent camps
bears on its faco tho marks of desperation.
When the rifle is abandoned for the torch,
when war becomes mero incendiarism, and,
moro especinlly, when these last resorts are
applied in a territory claimed as the special
domain of tho insurgent cuauso, tho signifi-
canco of this mode of warfare cannot bo
mistakon. It cortuinly is nosign of strength,
but rather one of weakness, for the insur-
gonts to burn tho plantations theoy are now
burning., Some of them are owned by men
whoso sympothy has cortainly not bwen
Spanish, and who will hardly approeciate tho
rigor with which theso incendiary opera-
tions are carried on, without some further
proof of thoir nocessity. Guaimero, which
was lately burned by its commander, under
sbrict ordors from QuEsaba, was onco tho
“capital” of the Cespoedes Government, and
how its destruction ean bo anything but o
sign of woakness, it is diflicult to conceive.

Aguin, the manner of dostruction indicatos
desperation. It is done in haste and without
respect to person or preperty. How does tho
following read for an order? “Immediately
you will burn the town you command, so
thot ono stone doos not remain upon the
other. You will have enough tar and rum
as combustiblos. Inform the families in tho
town {wo hours previous to commencing work,
Patria y libertad. QuiiBaba,” One must in-
deed be devoted to *‘country and liberty?”
to seo bright hopos for oithior in this mode of
warfare.

And all this we say in no spirit of hostile
criticism, whielh would bo entiroly foreign
to our sympathies. But wesay it in justifi-
cation of the conduct of our own Guvern-
ment, whielh has constantly, though por-
haps reluctantly, declined to accept this
sort of ovidenco as proof that such a revolu-
tion existed in Cuba as ontitled it to bel-
ligeront recognition. Wo grant that tho
foolish stories of * great Spanish victories”
aro as exaggoeratod as those of “ Cuban suc-
cessos ;” but the point is not which party
is doing the more damage to the island, but
whether that sort of a movement is in prog-
rogs, and jthat sort of military powerin the
ficld, that can command recognition. That
has been the question all along, and the
situation of aflairs to-day-—however it may
chango hercafter—justifios the course of tho
Government.,




