Whaut is to Becomeo of Cuba ?

Any one who contrasts tho recont history
of Cuba with thatof the Central and South
American Republics, formerly undor tho do-
‘minion of Spain, will deoply regret tho mis-
management which has characterized tho
insurreetion intended to accomplish Cubun
-i_u.(lupcmlcuce. It seoms to bhe the dostiny of
oﬁii?q’yﬁ'{‘:olony which is governed from Madrid
to fall into gradual decay, or at least to havo
ity progress percoptibly retarded, and ifs ro-
gources frittered away. Itis not yot fifty years
ago since the five Ropublies of Contral Ameri-
ca achieved ther independenco, and notwith-
standing circumstancos of great trial, thoy
have sinco onjoyed a measure of prosperity
which, with the 1ncubusg of Spanish rule
upon them, they could nover have hopod for,
Whore social or political disorders havo
provailed most largely, wo find that Spanish
influencos and Spanish traditions retain their
strongest hold., Guatemala is one oxamploof
this, and if Nicaracua has not exporienced
that reposs which was essontial to its wel-
fare, we must remember that the slavoe-
holders of the South are partly respousible
for the misforfune. Spain has scaveely evor
ceasod Lo harass thoe South American Repub-
licy, from which she was only driven aftor
oxhausting all her efforts. T'ho United States
Government are still ondeavoring to make
peaco hetween Spain and Poru, Chili, Bolivia
and Eeundor,

If Cuba conld have freod herself from the
trammels which have so long hold hordown,
the lesson of her history would have beon
far stronger than that of all tho other colo-
nies which once called Spain the
country.” ‘T'he wealth of the island, the va-
riety of its resources, the enterprise and in-
dustry of a large section of the people, st
necessarily have raised it to a position in

‘mother

tho world such as it has never yet attained.”

Had it been under a Governiment. which on-
couragod the development of the country,
and proteeted the welfare of the peoplo

whilo seceking  to  withdraw  as  littlo
ag possible from the fruits of their
indastry, it would in one yoear have
accomplished  more  than in any do-
cado of its previous history.  UBut the
yoke of Spain has had its usual effeet, 1t is

a blight upon every people who have been
subjected to it, and only when thoy throw it
off does the curse which paralyzes all their
efforts pass from them. Many countries have
treated their colonies foolishly, Franco has
always neglected hers; England is at thig
moment trying all in her power to get 1rid of
New-Zealand ; but Spain alone withers every-
thing shoe touches. If Cuba s not ingignifi-
cant, it is partly hecause her natural riches
wore too great to e altogether neutralized,
and partly because the Spanish Govermmnont
has treated Cuba as a e from which she
might always get help in extremity.

The time seomed to havoe come whon Cuba
could ot rid of this constant drain upon her.
The flight nf-’Queen IsaBiLLA, in September,
1868, left Spain in confusion. We all know
that the same confusion still oxists., Thus,
for a period of fourteen months tho Inde-
pondence Party in Cuba have had a great op-
portunity in their hands, We will not ask
what they have done with it, for wo have no
desire to seem willing to cast reproach on
leaders who must bhitterly deplore their

i1l suceess. DBut it iy fair to in-
gquire whether wo have seen all that
the ““liberationists” are desfined to

do?! Is no maore hLelp fo be affordod them
by Cubans who have the means and tho
power to support a tottering cause! They

fold their armg, and eall upon the United

States for “intervention,” for “ recognition,”
and wo know not what besides. Supposing
the Government here decided to *“recog-
nize” Cuba, to whom would it send 1ts rop-
resentative? Where is the head of the
“ Cl_iban Government ¥’—what capital haghe
chosgen, and how is the agent to roach him?
The United States agont would he eompelled
to ride, at the risk of his life, in search of a
General and a moving camp. e would
carry “recognition” of a Government which
he could not find, Instead of making ab-
surd demands on  the United States
tho Cuhans ought to work oub thoir
own deliverance, If they desire 1t 8o
much as we are told they do, they could cor-
tainly gain it, and within three months.
But if the mass of the people are indiflerent
to the question, if the * propertied” class in
Havana and olsewhere do not wish the insur-
reetion to succeed—if they are holding aloof
from what is called the popular army, and
will not even (as Generial JORDAN leads us to
suppose) find elothing for that “army,” or
for the women and children with them—thon

Liow can the Unifed States be expocted to

take a quarrel which does not belong to it
upon its hands? “CGive us arms and cloth-
ing,” eries General JornpaN, Well, avoe thers
no resident Cubans to respond to that ap-
peal? Suroly, it would he ecasior to supply
the requisite articlos from Havana than
from Now-York. *“Wo have nol wasted ouv

artnios  nor watevisls i atkacking lera
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citios,” says tho General, and there is no in-
formation which wo needod less, All that
ho says confirms tho beliof that in Cuba
itsolf tho rovolution is regarded with dis-

favor, or else that tho peoplo will not move
- bocanso they expect us to do thoir work for

them. Thoy had bottor get rid of all such
delusions, Tho American nation has watchod
tho insurrection with inferest and sympathy,
knowing well that Spanish misgovernmont
I8 exorcising o baloful influonco over & mag-
nificont island. But is it just to demand of
them that thoy shall holp a people who will
not help themselves ¥




