A ———

THE CUBANN RBEVOLUTION,

——

Mhe Cuhnn Fxiles Jw Jnmnica—-Anniver-
wary of the Decfo'ntion of Eandepond-
cnce—Girand  EBpung uot—8peech of a
Cuban: Patriot, unuvi Reply of the
Americenrn Consul—* {'uba lLrbre.”

A grand banquet was given by tho Cuban
€lub in the City of Kingaton, Jamaiod, on the
avening of the 11th ultireo, iny commemnoration
of the doclaration of Cuban indepondence. Cards
had been issued to a numbor of Jumaieo resi-
dents, and n lavge and enthusinatio company as-
gombled. In the courso of the evening a Cuban
gentleman of iwrtluence proposml * The United
3tates of Amerien.” He said:

Eorope was not large enowgh to contaln its in-
habltunts till o placo of refuge for the overplus
had.*been discovared callod Ameriea—i very
large country, containing among other nations.
the United States, known nlzo as the *land of
the Stars and Stripes.” 8o mueh had that great
country improved that at the lato Peaco Con-
gross, vicronr Huao had st that  Kuropo
was joatous of America.  Suceit hadt beon thy
growtl: of her mmprovement thut the people
of Xurope would have to go there and learn of
the Americans, IHe had tho grensor pleasure in
proposing the toast on account of the oftorts
Awmericans had made in the eauss of Cuba, for
they had furnished many oxpoditions to aid
thom intheir endeavors affer liberty. Aworl-
cans had asked their President if they were
freo  people, and, it w0, wity did he
not send asslsinnce to the peopto of that
beputiful  island—the- key of  the Gulf—
who were struggling to be trect 1Tho President
replied that they must wait; hut the Anzerican
people did not beliove In that. It wias the poo-
plo who made tho Government, and m a short
time thoe Exceutive of the Umited States Govoern-
ment would be compolled, through the pressure
from withomit, to recognize Cuban tndependones,
Behwoving this will soon come about, Cuhansd can
join heartily in drinking the toast proposcd—
the United States of America,

AARON GREGG, United States Counsul, . tode to
respond, ITe thanked the previous apouakor for
the kind mianner in whiehh he had proposed the
toast to his country. e did not intend to make
n loengthy speech, but thisa he would say, if it
would be any cncouragoement to his  Cuban
friends, that as sure as to-uorrow comeoes $uba
would b froe. The thvst act of Congress will ho
the recogunition of the independenco of Cuba,
{Enthusiasm.} He wasd not now  gpeaking
from speculation  or  conjecture, but from
cortain knowledge of the Anmterican people. A
few months ago ho had assumed the respongibil-
ity of saying na8 much in the City of Kingston,
knowing that he woutd be sustamed.  [Ho knoew
the sonthinents of the American people, amd that
they wore one in regard to Caban independonce,
and Americauns wero sure that Cubans wounld
soon achicve their complete liberation, 1T the
Cubans would become frec from all other bation-
alities, the American people woulld prefer it
but if tho Cubans shonld gain their independeneo
without outside aid, and then thought it {o.in-
corporate thelr star with the thivty-seven of the
American coustellation, the American peaple
world be glad to receive them. {(Lond applause.}
Ho wishad to encourage them. They ad lus
gympathy. Ona former oeccasion he had tald
them he wonld testify for them, and as for e his

influence would go they tnteht rely onit, Had
it depended on him, they wounld have been e
knowledecd as an independent nation long ago,
As an Ameriean he hoved to be PPresident
somoe  day, [latighter;] but as  far as in
him lay they had, in the meanthne, hisstrongest,
sympathies, and he wad ready to help them
aty way he could, He wias not aware of thair
programme, but he desived the prosperity sid
independence of Cuba. The greater part of
Cnba was held by Cabans, and to all inicots
and purposes they were showing thoey eould
gustain themselves, This might bo lookaed vpon
as the filpst anniversary of their nationn] eXist-
ence, and he hoped they woudd bhe able to sustain
il for centuries to come,

Later on, Mr. Consul GRrEGG proponed health,
progperity and succeess to the Cuban Club, and in
roplying to the toast,  FEogland, the United
States and Caba™ ho salt that ho had ot the
slightest doubt that England’ was equally favor-
able with the United States to the causo of
Cuban lberty.  But while he had no doubt
that I-:nglislmmn aympathize  with  Cuby,
it wad to Americans that  Cubans nntu-
rally  looked  for sapprort.  The  Amori-
cans are next-door neighbors to the Cabans, aud
thereforo I 1t more in theirpower to give tham
Cmaterial aid than any other natiou, and they
Cwould be dereliet wore they to tail i doing so.
~Thie Cnbang tooked to Americans as their nat-
Cural friends and allies, Hoe hoped and would
venture to say that the Cabang would not by de-
cotved or look to them in vain, Tho Amoricans
| bad sympathized with nation after bpation in
- their strugeles for politieal freedom, amd if they
looked to Ameriea tor help and sympathy, it
was but natural, beeause Ameriea had talien pre-
cedones in demanding amd receiving sympathy
froin other nationalitica; and as it was natural
for them to look for that sympid hy it was equally
naturial that it should be extended to othors by
them. He believed thal neither England nor
France would offer any obdstacles to Amerieans

fving material aid to Cuba, nor did he think
Spain would get any assistunce from these Pow-
ers against the straggling patriots of Cubua,

The assembly disporsed anid reponted ¢ries of
¢ Cuba Libre!”




