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What I'orm Shnll it be Made—Mir.
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Tcrritor),

Thi: BEECHES, Monday, Sept, 27, 1869,

The spoeelr of Mr. Suasyer, made to the
Massachusott:. Convention, calls up a suhject
which, if It vere possihle, the nation ought to
talto counsel v ith itself upon. That tho Ameri-
i Government will, in regard to power, be de
faeto sxtended over thie Ameriean Continent is
is one of thos: obvious things which requires no
great sagacit s to foresce,  That the Govern-
ments of Furope havo arrived at sufliciont prac-
tien wisdom not to go to war for any of their
colonies 18 alda, it seems to me, very obvious;
bhut, admitting: that this continent is, in regard
to powoer, to he controlled by ua, does it follow
that wo must receive Cuba, Mexico, Canada, &c.,
imto our fumily ¥ Must we enecounter great and
obvious social and politiesl dangers morely to
gay that thay are in our Uniont Thisis a great
question, and it is surrounded with great dan-
gerd, It see:ng to me that the federative ays-
tem ovens a ¢.ear, practical way for us to enjoy
tho commerer and muatual proteciion of other
States on the continent, without] endangoring
tho unity and harmony of our couniry.

Mr, SuMmNel, after quoting Mr. Conprn’s an-
ticivation of the independence of the Canadas
with the con=ent of Iingland, says:
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“Nearly twonty years havo passed 3inee these
prophotie words, and enough has already taken
place to give assurance of the rest. Reciproeity,
which isg s0 orten desired on both sides, will bha
transtigured sn Union, whilo our Phiral Unit iy
strengthened aud extondod. The ond i3 eertain;
ner shall we wait long for its mighty fultiiiment.
1ts beginuing 15 the establishmeat of peace at
home, throwgsh which the nationa!l unity shall
beeome man:fest, This is tho first step. The
rest will follow. In the procession of events it
is now at hand, and he 18 bLlind who duves not
discern it

I dosce that we shall control all these coun-
tries, but Ido not seo that the Plural Unit will
be hetter off hy embracing them., We have gone
on the principle of receiving immigrants from
all counfries .imd ultimately making them citi-
zens ; but we have not done it at wholesale by
torritories already populated. The effect of in-
dividual imnigration has beon very great: but
it has not lieretofore been dangerous, because
the immigrants of all sorts have never amounted
to more than a sixth part of the nation, and
have in regurd to racoe heen almost the samo
with our own people. The race of the thirtcen
Awmerican St :itea have alwayvs beon predominant
and now malke four-fifths of the American peo-
ple, They were nearly homogencous in race, re-
ligion and language, Hence 1t is that this na-
tion has grown up to such immense magnitude
without any internal convulsiony arising from
differences of race or roligion. Suppose the peo-
ple of the 1'acifle States woro of Spanish or
I'rench orig:n and Roman Catholie religion, I
don’t beliovns you could keep them ten years
without grent armies. I look upon Mr. SUMNER’S
idea of intesration as necessarily resulting in

Qisintegration, Crockery ware may ho glued to-
gether, but it will break again. I have apoken

of races bee.nde a proposition to tako in Canada
is a proposi-ion to take in Mexico and Cuba
algso, and ltimately Central America. The
question §is vne, and must boe treated on gencral
principles, Lower [Canada is French, Mexico
and Cuba aro Spanish, Contral America is mon-
grel, If woover bring them in as States of this
Union we shall weaken the power of our Govern-
moent and ultimately dostroy it. Xvery foot of
foreign toriitory wo get now i3 an eloment
of wenknes3, This is palpable to every
thinking m:n. We 8aved the ecountry in
our recent war only by stretching thoe clastle
power of tl.o Governmeont to the utinost lhnit,
and in fact 1mpenalizing the Central Govern-
mont, For unately the Constitution was made
elastic and I, 1n common with millions of pa-
triotio peo)lo, sustained thosze powers to Bave
the life of tiie nation. XButit won't do 8o to cre-
ate a necessity for those powers iutine of peace,
But you will do so if you add an immenae torri-
tory and pcpulation utterly foreign to the race
which has carried this country forward in a ca-
roer of glov and prosperity. Mr, BUMNER'S im-
agination oarries him fur beyond the boundas of
trae statesianship, aud his rhetoric embellishes
the visions of imagination; but we must not ad-
minigter the affaivs of o great Governmont by the
interpretal on of droans,
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s sy nen thonsht for g moment what om-
Vo braciieg the yoaole Novdu Aweriesw Continont in

ono Union means? Has he thought how great
the territories and populatfon to be annexedt
Dooes he know that the tervitories of Groat Brit-
aiu I America are larger than those of tho
Upited Slates? Does he know that tho popula-
Lion of thoso territories 1w made ap almost on-

tively of.those who did not like the Governmont
of {ho United States? Doces he know that ninee

tonths of the Spanish-American race meither like
tho Govemiment or the peoplo of thiscountry f
Yet sucliis cortuinly the faot. What thay would
like to be is to be independent, sustainod againgt
other natioug by tho power of the United S8tates:
and this is what thoy ought to m, and whwat na-
tnre cvidently peoints out. Both Canadn and
Mexico are soparated by natwral boundaries—
boandaries which, I venture to ooy, will never
bo passed by the Government of tho United
Staflss withott danzer,

Lo us soe whot these extraneous colonies of
LEnrope in America are:

Sq. Miles. Population,

British Amesiea. .. oo .. 3,007,171 3,471,001

MexXiCo. oo e T3, 179 8,401,286
Cubd .. 60,009 1,100,000"°

Totals........... Ceeann- 3,044,558 13,271,857

Now the territory of the United Stataris 3,047,
000 Bquaro mites, amd 40,000,000 populition. Wes
800, then, on the prinetple of a Union sompro
hending the continent, we must embrace-a torri-
tory mmuch larger than the United Statas, andt
& population already equal to one-thisd our
nation, and utterly forcign' to our prircciplos,
roligion and habits., I consider tho quos-
tion in wholoesale, because if we ntove ong stop
further we shall do it for the entivety.

Tho idea of national aggrandizement is no-
auflicient to aceount for any mers degive 'fos
more torritory. For the true idea of nationat
grandour is to strengthen and perpotuate what
wo have. If any of us are impressed (as it
sooms to me we must be) with thoe great dangor
of such a Union, surcly we would not seclk to
mako it. Woe are more like the Roman Empire
than like any othor people. We have risen
up to imperiol greatness Dy the agglom-
eriation of territories and tho active onergy
of a* free pcople. But wo have two
groat advantages, without which wo could
not mamtain our freedom. First, we have
repredentation, ourgreat sheet-anchor: and thon
we have comparatively a homogencous poople.
Now I grant that repreaentation makes o Gov-
ernment poss.ble over a-vast oxtent of territory
and yct he free. But even with this immense
orntripetal force wo came near going to pieces:
hy the superior strength of loeal interests over
tha eentral; but let the country bo greatly ex-
tended, and the local interests bhe accompanicd
hy a total want of sympathy in racoe and reliz-
ion with the Central GQovernment, and it seems
to me it must go to picces in a few years, T said
wo were like the Roman Empire, and how did
the Roman Fupire perish? By two facts—interior
corruption and oxterior brealing off, Are wo
not growing corrnpt at n most rapid rato ¢ I wish
that some one conld show that we are nof. Budt,
alag! the evidences are against us, Look at the
frauds, thoe swindlings, the immmoralities which
are tilling the columns of the Press. What we
did really want was a broad lLighway 1o tho Pa-
cifie, which we eould tino with gettlements and
opon to hoth oceans, We got it hy the acquisi-
tion of California, and from that moment alt
want of more torritory ceased. Nothing ecan
now be urved in favor of moro terrvitory which
ia not obviously the result of a selfish and vulear
ambition to make a physical show, But I admit
that wo shall control this country. Now, in
what way shall it bedone? 1t seems to me thero
is o very sluiplo way, which will safisly all re-
quired cornditions and do no misechief, 1, Leg
Cuba, Canada, or other Amerioan colonies be-
come independent—as Mexico now is—by the
natural process of ripening, 2. Then lot the
United States Government guarantee that inde-
pendenceo. 3. Let there bo an International Con-
federation—commereinlly—as in the Zollverein,
and lot trade be free within that Confoderation,
as it 1s among tho several States, on thin condi-
tion—that the internal tariff shall bo uniform for
all. My idea is that of a confederation for
mutual benetit, but independent in all politioal
affuirsg, so that thero ncod be no ternal contro-
versios about systoms of political polioy, which
would involve thig eountry in conflicts for $erri-
tories and pcoples which are foreicn to us.

My suggzestion may scem promature, but
events aro marching upon us with terrible force,
Great internal questions—such as the Chinoss
movomont, the woman guestion, the guestion of
capital and lahor—~are fast coming up to bo aset-
tled, and settle them as you will, wo are in the -

midst of a revolution, T have the most undyin
faith 1m ropublican institutions and the imteili-
gonce of the Ameriean people, but it vet re-
maing to be aren whether any institutions canr
resist the corruptions of human nature, or any
intcligence 18 fncapablo of being deluded, Cer-
tain [ am that unless God gaves us from the cor-
rupfion and the infidelity which are now nerviads
ing this 1and, we shull, like the Roman Empire,
ripen to greatness only to fall by deeay,

A VETERAN OBIERVER.




