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From a Speoial Correspondent.
WABHINGTON, Tuosday, Oct. 19, 1869.

Tho latest dispatches recoived from Gene
oral BICKLES announco tho withdrawal of the
offer of modiatlon betwonn 8pain and Cuba,
mado by the United SBtatessome two mouths ago.
Tho negotiations being thus flually closed, the
Btato Doparimont has abandoned its attitude of
rosorve, and inquiry in the proper quartors has
olioitod tho following faots in rogard to the
matiort Tho offer of mediation was founded
upon an unofiiclal intimation recelved at Washs
ington trom Gonoral PRiv himself that ench arg
offer would bo accoptablo to Bpain. Mr. PAuL
FoRnes, of Now-York, an old and intimate
friond of tho Count of REUS, was tho Ine-
dium through which the intimation was
oonveyod to Goneral GRANT, Mr, FORBKS was
furnishod with the viows of this Governmeont,
and roturned to Madrid to arrange the dotafls of
tho basos to bo agreod upon betwoen the two
Governmeonts, Boon after he sailed, General
BIcKLE8 was appointed Minister, and furnished
with full instructions. IHis first instruotions
comprohended a full statement of the impros-
slons of tho United Btates Government in rogard
to the war in Quba, and the hases upon which
the modiation of the Umted Stutes was offorod,

Theso wore, in brief,

1. The indepondoncd of Cuba,

2. Anindemnity to ho pnid by thoe Cubane tq
the Bpanish Govermnent, secured by a Hon upon
thoir rovenues—the United States to guaranteo
tho payment of this sum, in a fiduciary oae

pno tx'
8. An armis{lco ponding the arrangemont of
theao dotulls

Theso were embodied in a dispatoh which
Goneral BiokLES was to read to the Minister of
State, and of which ho was to glvo himn a copy.
Boforo ho eailed, however, he received furthon
jnstruotions, authorizing him to consult with
Mr. Forprs on arriving at Madrid, and to be
govorned by tho situation at the time being In
rogard to the manner in which he should prosenfy
tho viows of tho Government,

Mr, Forngs had beon fu Madrid a fow days bo,
foro tho General arrived. Ific had soon and 6o
vorsed with Prix, and found tns distinguishod:
goldier and diplomat far less opon and frank
thau formorly, Iufact, PRIM bad probably comeé
to the conoluston that tho terms ho had himseif
proposcd woro such a8 would not bo nocoptablo,
to the jealous, ignorant and uttor)y unrecasonablel
public sontiment of Bpain, The rosulé has
' proved how correct was this surmiso, He pros
“nouncod tho bnsis proposed by Mr, FORBRS,
which wore the samo as those contnined tul
SIOKLES' inatruotions, impossible to ko accopted.:

BICKLES, informod of this state of things, used
the disoretion allowoed to him, and did not ime
“mediatoly proesont the note of Soorotary FisH,
. but otfored the good officea of the United States
" to torminate the war, to cheok tho offusion of
blood, to give & moro olvilizod aspect to the
| strugglo, and urged upon the Bpanish Govern
- ment an immediate armistico to arrange terms
"of flnal sottlomonts, Ho had long, cordial

and frequont intorviews with tho Minlster of
“Btate, Mr. 81.,vRLA, aud with Genoral RIM, Proa-

dont of tho Councll nnd Minister of War, Thoso

gentlomon, whilo accopting formally the good,

offices of tho United Btatesin & humanitarian
| point of view, wore nevertholess unwilllug to
| consent to an officlal diplomatic mediation oﬁ‘
| uny forelgn Powor in a mattor puroly domostio—
as thoy oallod the Cuban quostion, Tho State
Dopartment of Madrid confined 1tsclf to thigf
view of the oase—but Gonoral SICKLES continued
his confldontial nogotiations with Goneral PRIM,
who, in pomnt of fact, waa almoat nbsolute in the
Qovornment, and at last succoeded In elloitiug
from him a statoment of tho bases on which the
Cabinot of Madrld would accopt the modiation of:

the United Btates, Thoso hasos wero:
1, Tho insurgents, under tho advico of the
Amerlean Governmont, to lay down thelir armas.
2, An lmmedinte general amuesty and disarmge.

ment of the Voluntoors,
3. Bloctlion of Doputioes to the Spanish Cordos,
4. Plebiseitum by free suffrage on tho (uostion

of Indopondence,
8. If tho Cubans desire independonce, indom-

nity to bo panl to Spain under guaranteo of the
Umited Stutes,

These hnses wero telegraphed by doneral
S1cKLES to the United Stutes. Bocrotary FI8IL
promptly venlied, rejecting thom ns utterly im#
praoticablo, and directing General BiCKLES to
insist upon tho terms onginally proposed by the
United States, At the same time, about tho firs
of Septombor, a8 I am i{nformed by mombors 0
the diplomatio body hore, Mr, Fisit sent for Mr,
ROBERTS, tho 8panish Envoy, and wmntormed himy
that unloss the propositiouns of the American
Government weoro 1muodintely acooptod by
Spain, that recognition of the Cuban iusurgents

- a8 bolligorents would promptly follow.

This stactling sumons was at once transmtte,
tod tothe Qoverament at Madrid, and reached
them about the timo Goneral SicKLEs prosented
his noto. This, I learn, was not the dispatoh of:
Mr. Fislt, ipsissimis verdis, but containcd notr
only that dispatoh but the additions and modifi-
cations of it whioh had been made by subsoquont
dispatches,

Tho substance of these comwmunleations hav-
ing trauspired in Madrid, the free Pross of tho
country lashed itsolf intoa white hoat of fury
ovor the ocourronco, Don Quixote mounted h
Rosinante ngain and challenged tho world aud
all its windmills to dobattle. The War Dopart-
mont boestirred itsolf to sond * vast and over-
wholming " reinforcoments to Cuba—and some
3,000 actually satled, who will bo groatly ncodest’
beforo long at home. The Governmont, which
really wantod to got rid of Cuba if possible, was
struck with consternation by the popularolumor,
and for a while joined with tho current. ROBERTS
way diveeted to mako threatoning domounatras
tions at Washingtonin case tlie Spanish gunboats.
nt New-York woro not relensad—or in case the:
insurgonta woro rocognized as helligoronts,

Whilo this tompest was blowing tho Minister
of Foroign Affuivs sont for Goueral BiCKLes, and
informod him that thoe Governmont had no lob
nor part in tiis olamor; that they desired the
friondly offices of the Uuited Btates in the
tormination of this Cuba question, but thatin
tho prosocnt stato of popular feelivg In 8pain, the
bases proposod by the Awmorican Govornment
could not bo accopted by the Cortes or tho peo-
plo. They, theroforo, begged that hias note might
bo withdrawn, “

denoral 8ickLES, while decliuing to withdraw
his noto, which contalued thoe wnature aud gon-
sclontious view of the United Btates Governmont
upon the war in Cuba, and was offored in a aplvit
of friondship to both 8pain and Cuba, promisnd
to inform Iis Govornment of tho vylews of Lthe
Cabinet of Madrid,

Upon this the 8ooretary of Rtate, on consuitation
with Prosidont GraNT, direoted (Jovoral BICKLES.
to withdraw the offer of mediution tondorod by
the United Blates; which it scoms hng beon done;
the United States not retiviug any oxprossion it
has made of its viows, oithor writton or vorbal,
but simply withdrawing its tendor of friendly
oftices, hocanso they were not accepted on the
bases roquired by tho Government of Washing-
ton, and resorving for future eventualities ita
full liberty of notion,

As to other rumors, of Europoan nlliancos with

with Bpain in oaso of war, &o., the State Dopart-

meonut 18 informed by Goneral BICKLES thit those

aro utéerly without foundation, and were proba-

bly invented in Now-York for gold speoulation,

It B[mln wants to plok o quarrol with us sho will

go [{malono, and n0 ono knows this hottor than
paia,
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