The Causc of the Cuban Secessionists,

Tho address of Gon, Duror on f{aking of-
fleo at Havana on Jan, 6, will be more effoc-
tive than the troops of Lrmsunpr have hith-
orto boen in putting down tho rebellion in
tho oastern half of Cuba, provided the Cu-
bans ave a roasonablo race, e promiscs
thom nll the roforms they require ; announcos
that the freedom of the Press, tho rvight of
public meoting and roprosentation in tho
Spanish Cortes aro granted ; and declnros
that Cuba shall hencoforth be o constitu-
tional Provinco of Spain, rathor than a moro
dependoenoy, without acknowledged rights ov
rotunl reprosentailon, In the conduot of
the rebellion in Cuba these are the only con-
ditions which have boon openly demaided
by the Cubans ; to all appesrance they have
now gained what they sny thoy aro fighting
for, and ought to bo satisfied to lay down
their arms,

But tho Cubans are not moro reasonablo
robols than wore our own five or six yonrs
ago. The vital question thero at this time, as
it was in the South then, hidden thero as it
was hore under much tallkk of liborty and in-
dependonce, is that of slavery., "The Cuban
rebels are building on the same foundation
as did the Southern people, though the former
have not 8o openly declared os the latter did
that slavery is to be the corner-stono of the
structure they propose. It is tho maintenance
of slavery for which the Cuban revolutionists
are laboring and fighting most zealously, but
most insancly, for their persistence in the
atrugglo, more than anything else, will pro-
cipitate the sudden aholition of slavery, which
they most fonr, An coffort has lately been
made by the Cubans to arouse the westoern
balf of tho igland to insurrcction, and in an
addross of the revolutionary Junta to their
western brethren this purpose is revealed,
Tho languago of the addross foroibly re-
minds one of the Southern style of official
proclamations and newspapor cditorials du-
ring the war, Spain is pictured by the Junta
a8 the North was by the rebel Press of 1862-3
ns urging and plotting servile insurrection by
“class anrmoments,” and is charged
with making ¢ goldiers oyon of the
oriminals  of the jails, prisons and
workhouses,” Spain is oannounced as
having doclared ‘o war of extermination,”
and to havo resolved that ¢ Cuba shall bo
Africanized rathor than ceaso to be Spanish,”
Of tho intentions of the Cubans themselves,
it is anid by thoe Junta that they ¢ will not ac-
copt slavery as o nosessary inheritance of tho
past, but instoad of abolishing the institution
a8 & means to sink the island into barbarism,
a8 is throatoned by the Spanish Government,
tho Associntion will look to abolition as a
means to ameliorate the moral and material
condition of the laboror, and to place upon a
basis moro equitable, and therefore more se-
oure, the proporty and wealth of the pooplo,”

This plan of gradual emancipation Spain
will doubtiess bo glad to adopt, and we would
1ather trust its oxecution to her than to tho
Cuban slavoholders themselves, But Cuba's
claims to soparate indepondence no Adminis-
tration in Spain can allow, oither ny a meas-
uro of justice or n matler of necessity, L'ho
loss of Cuba wonld revolutionize as well as
bankrupt Spain,  Ilenco tho promptitudo
with which troops wero lately dispatched to
Jubnj henco the prompt issue of Gen,
Duror's gonorous proclamation ; and if these
mensures do not avail Spain will doubtless
finally rosort to tho abolition of slavery as a
means of quolling thoe rebollion, 'I'he sud-
don liboration of the immense number of
slaves of Cuba—largoly i cxocess of tho freo
population—would, under the prosont unsot-
tled stato of affairs, dostroy all industrial and
social organizations, Tho parallel botweon
the South and Cuba would ond with the pub-
lication of such proolamation of freedom in
Cubn, As tho relative numbors of the slaves
and planters thero are just the reverse of
what they were in tho South, the conse-
quences of abolition in the two countries
would bo diametrically opposite, and instead
of the comparative quiot which reigns in tho
South we should probably witness in Cuba
the ropotition of the terrible scenes of con-
flict botweon the races which ocourred in
Hayti whon the French National Convention
of 1791 most generously but most impraoti-
oally proolaimed freedom there, The present
system of labor in Cuba, based though it un-
doubtedly is on the wrongs of the black race,
is its only source of wenlth, and this systom
cannot bo suddenly disturbed during o time
of war without tho most disastrous results,




