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The proximato arriva! of Gon, Duror, with
his official wallet plethorio with liberties and con-
cessions for the children ofthe Gem of the Antilles,is
cagorly looked for by the Cubans,and eyes ave strain-
ed auxiously to witness the first gleam of sunshine
which is to break forth so suddenly and light up so
brilliantly a political horizon murky with the gloom
of the unjust und oppressive laws which have hith-
erto frowned upon it. Already eager bands ars out~
stretched to grasp the golden fruit, and imagination
revels in contemplating prospective enjoyment. In
the midst of this general hilarity, however, would it
not be well to inquire how much of it ia real—how
much affected ? Arothero no spasmodic attempts
at cheerfulness—no ghastly welcomes through whiek
the skeleton of the past peops gloomily on the child
of the futurs and progress 7 Are thers no strange
anomalies even in the party which has arro gated to
itself the titles of free and progressive; whose mouths
give utterance to dootrines which their actions be-
lie; who ery hiberty without seeming to understand
its broasd meaning ; who shout progress and

remain still while its

swift current sweepn
past them ? The answer, paintul but true,
must be, thero are, The first party,

fearful of bocoming engulfod in the great tidal
wavo of oivilization, which, with giant strides, comes
rolling onward, obliterating in its progress the oll
land-marks of superstition and ignorance, foebly
pretends to welcome refornis that it cannot success-
tully oppose, and whose uscfulness it insiduously
attempts to doprecate. Under the specious cry of
patriotism it would engender a completo forgetful-
neas of human rigats, an obliviousness of human suf-
fering, and an indifierence, if not hostility to human
progross.  With reforonce to tho ¢ Glorious
Banner of Qastile” 1t would instill vigor and enthu-
sinsm iu the breastsof those who live undor its shado
and claim the protection afforde@ by its folds, and
would havoe ils tollowoers forget thatita refulgence has
boen obscured by thesombre clouds of Torquemads,
the inquisition and the horrible persocution ot the
Jews., It would vresuscitate the fragmontary
gloriea of the past to tho admiring gaze of behold-
ers, and attempt to daze men with their brilliancy,
intoxicating reason and stifling reflection. Vaunt-
ingly it points to the countrios it has ctvilized and
the Ohristianity it has bestowed., True, its galleons
of old went out ballasted with civilization and re-
liglon {?;, and returned laden with the spoils and
treagsure obtained by the torture of tho natives; it
bestowed on them the civilization of freehooters
and the religion of a licenttory prissthood. Tt would
inspiro terror of liberly and free institutions by
drawing parallols between what they are pleasod to
call the failure of the United States Governmont and
the evident success of their own, whose history is
written in blood and rapine, to whoso statutes
civiland religious lberty have been strangers, up
to the recent formation of the only free Government
Spain has ever enjoyed, Tnis party has assumed
the name of Congervativo, and tnese are, doubtless,
the ¢ glories’” which it wishes to conserve. Their
ill-concealed hatred of the ordor of things recently
established 1n Spain, becomes more and more gp-
parent at every fresh outbresk that occurs in the
Peninsula, It regards universsl suffrage as the
acme of political woes; free discussion 88 an evil to
be dreaded and -carefully guarded against, anda
Press, untrammeled by tyrannical restrictions, as the
culminating point of political insanity, Ideas like
those proclaimed by JEFFERSON in which he gives
utterance to the gentiment that ¢ error ceasss to bo
dangerous when reason is left free to combat it,’”
ara considered by them as some horrible propaganda
not at all to be tolerated, 7The principles and tdeas
above cnumerated constituting tho political faith of
the Cuban Conservative Party, it is hardly to be won-
dered that they should view with 2larm all ionova-
tions on their cherished system of a past ago, and
the rags and tatters of old feudalism, with which it
is yet adorned, before which they throw themselves
in all the ccstacies of which adoration is capable,
and scarcely to be expected that they should becomo
the mouthpieces and champlons of tho new ersa,

What, bowevor, shall be said of tho other party,
formed of disciples of the most advanced ideas and
most liberal principles, the professed champions of
liberty and progross, who look forwara with eager-
ness to the comsing blessings; to the time wihoen mill-
tary commissious for the trial ot civil and political
offences will be numbered among the things of the
past, and trisl by jury assumo tho place usurped
herctotore by courts-martial and individual military
magnates; whep amid free discussion reason will hoid
court and argument decide upon the merits of pro-
posed measures of public welfare; when the masses
will exercige the right of tranchise, und their voice
be heard on all questions affecting the general, na-
tiona! and local intercsts; when their votcs shall
favor or condemn the expenditurcs of tho public
wealth, coniributed by them in tho form of taxes; in
a word, when the Cuban lidieros and vegueros shall
emerge into the broad daylight of political freedom,
snapping the bonds of the old Cuban foudalism, now
80 irksomo, and never again to be uvited ? What pro.
grammo Lave they inscribed upon their banuer con-
gerning the political and social questions now agi-
tating the 1sland, from the ¢ centro to the sca 2’ Do
they recognizo, with GRANT, that ‘“the principles of
human hberty are the only true founadations
of human government,’” irrespective of color
or nationality? Have they declared open wsr
against tho feudal systemm of land tenure
in Cuba and condemned it aa immoral and degrad-
ipg? As yet they have done none of these things;
as yot no woll-detined policy on the great questions
of the day is theirs. They would made compromises
wiih slavery; they would remain quicscent in thai
which pertains to the political raising up and aocial
regenoration of their poorer and more unfortunate
fellows, and leave them wallowing in ignorance and
gross superstition to work out thoir own aalvation
as best they may, and then, after the resull was ac-
complished, claim the honor of the victory and hold
themselves up to the delighted gaze of an admiring
world as the social and political regenerators of the
Island of Cuba, of whoso population eighty-five per
cent, can neither read nor write. What o satire on
the Progressive Liberal Party of Cubal Whata field
for their social apostles to work in! What a shame
for tho blatant leaders of a progress which theoir acts
prove they do not understand !

SUMMARY OF REVOLUTIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

The latest advices from the revolutionary districts
are comprised in the following summary: Informa.
tion having boen received by the Spanish com-
mander at Gibara that a force of gome 500 insurrec-
tionists had taken up a position on the main road
trom Gibara to Holguin, in front of the sugar estats
Chaman, he ordered a column of troops, composed
of infantry and cavalry, and two pleces of artillery,
to attack the front of the cnemy’s position, and he
sent another column to take up an ambuscaded posi-
tion on the Gibara River for the purpose of cutting
off tho retreat of the imsurgents, The necesspry dis-
position baving bees completed, tho firsy column
commenced the attack by a couple of discharges
from tho two howitzers, and,'charging atonce with
the point of the bayonet, succeeded iu dislodging
the rohels, who rotreated in great disorder in tho
direction of the Gibara River, whore they were re-
ceived by the traops in ambush with close discharges
of musketry, and compelled to precipitate them-
solves into the river, crying, * Quarter! quarter!”
without, however, being oble to save themaelves
from the certain destruotion which awsited them.
Not & single man of the whole party escaped.

Between Holguin, held by a Spanish garrigon,
and Gibara, there is a rebel army of upward ot

2,6 00 men, and the whole district of Holguin, com-
paratively speaking, i8 under their control.

At Manzanillo, the atate of affairs has undergone
yory little change ninco I laat wrote, The garrison
holding the town etill remains on the defonsivo,
and the place i8 yot besieged, though apparently nog
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lozely, by a lorge forco of revolutionists, A
scently oocuzred outside of the tbwn, between
: of  Fnopigh hseand. ganEisis

> nokg

ing of ninety men with a mountain howitzer, and
s small portfon of cavalry, and e force of 1,000
rebels. The Spaniards were surrounded, and an
attempt was made by tho rebels to capture the piece
of artillery, buf the troops succeeded in maintaining
possession of it, cutting their way out, causing s loss
to the rebols of eleven killed,and capturing two prison-
ers,one of whom wag wounded, Strange to relate,they
only suffered a loss themseives of one officer, and one
man slightly wounded. Tho two prisoncrs captured
were tried by court-martiel and condemned to death,
the sentence being carried into immediste execu-
tion on one of them. <The other has been reserved
to die of his wound, which is mortal, in obedience,
as tho account states, to the dictates of humanity. A
Spaniard, who efiected his escape frrom the rebels at
Bayamo, and had arrived in Manzanillo, describes
the gituation in the revolutionary stronghold as any-
thing but flatteriug for the rebels, Ho stated that
there existed a great scarcity of provisions, meatb
and vdgetablee being brought from & distance
of twelve or fitteen miles to supply tho wants of the
inhabitants, as everything in the way of provisions
in the immediate vicinity had been exhausted by
the rebel forces. A great number of women had
taken rofuge in Bayamo, and were being farnished
with rations by the rebel suthorities. The rebel
forces that suffered defest in front of Manzanillo
had arrived and been ordered back immediately,
with many sarcastic sllusions fo the bravery dis-
played by them. A Major and Captatn of the Span-
ish forco that surrendered Baynmo were shot by the
insurgents for refusing to sign the artioles of capit-
ulation. Another Spanish Megjor, MEMIAVILLA,
captured on the Bayammo road when going to take
command of the City of Bayamo, was held a pria-
oner, hendcufied and leg ironed, and the soldiers
composing the garrison were being employed by the
rebels in detached partics on the eartiworks and
tortifications, and as street scavengers, presided
over by the most abjeot of socicty.

The main body of the rebel forcesis said to be
concentrated in the triangle formed by Tunas, Hol-
guin ond Manzanillo, and it is expcocted that in thia
neighborhood the first battle of any consgequenco
will tage place,

THE BLACK FLAG.

Tho accounts recerved, both through governmental
and revolutionary sources, agree in stating that the
fighting bad assumed o cbaracicr tolally at variance
with all the received principles in the code of civil-
ized warfare. The execution, by the rebels, of two
8panish ofiloials, at Bayamo, and a hiko act on the
part of the Spanish commander, et Manzanillo,
prove beyond the shadow of a doubt that the sys-
tem has been fairly insugurated. Tho revolution-
ary party charge the Spaniards with committing
numoerous cruclties, and even the killing of defence-
Iess old men z2nd estate operatives, whose only
erimeo has been their presonce in the districts held
under revolutionary sway. The Spaniasrds, on tho
other hand, accuse the rebels of being guilty of the
commission of all the crimes contiined {n the
criminal calendar.  According to the GGovernment
statements, tapo, argon and murder cro the main
objects of the revolution, and liberty and inde-
pendouce altegether minor considerations. Charges
of this kind should slways be reccived with caution,
a8 o great many of them are engendered by the
animosily enterteined egaivst ong avother by bolh
parties, and the wish to hold each other up to the
exocration of civilized people. There, however, ap-
pears o be some truth in the charges made by the
Cubans against the governmental party, as the fol-
lowing inoident of the late engagement at tho sugar
ostate ¢ Trapiche,”” trapslated verlalim from & rola-
tion contained in the Diario de lu Muring, of tho
213t {nst., will show.

«¢ Pogtmaster FAUsTINO CUERRO ARANGO distinguish-
od himaelt very much while o prisoner in the hands
of the enemy, as he rejected all solicitations mage to
him by the rebels to join tie bad cause which they
weare defonding, and replied tbat he would prefer
death first. At 10 o'clock, on the morning of the
day on which tho insurrectionists wero deteated, he
wes to have been shot, but by extreme good fortuno
he wasrescued s few hours betore, zlthoughoven
then his escape was miraculous, as the soldiers, not
knowing him, fired scveral shots st him, even atter
being under the protection of Sefior SANCHEZ LAMELA
and in cloge proximity to bhim, Befors this several
bayonot thrusts were made at bim, which he was
able to evoid with the aid of a door, bohind which
he took shelter.”’

Another account which appeasred in the 2Prensz
states: ¢ That, so blinded with rag2 had the soldicery
become, it became necessary for the Licutonant-
Goverpor to place hig military cap on the head of the
postmaster, to save him from their fury.” 1In the
attack on Cobre, when the Spunish forces entered
the town, two untortunate non-cowmbatants had takon
rofuge in the chapel under an altar of the Virgin
Mary, in order to escape the fury of friend and foe
riike; they were found, however, by the Spanish
soldiery, and bayonetted on tne spot in the sanctu-
ary they had chosen. Acts like thoso cited above, bo
thoy committed by or whom they may, are a dis-
graco 1o the civilization of the apge,

SANTIAGO DE CUBA.

An Euglish correspondent, wriling from Savutisgo
de Qubag, thus deacribes a refrrta which recently took
place 1n that city, aud the uproaricus scenoa which
tollowed:

s« Tho evening was fino, tho band of the Cuba
regiment waas present, and tho Catudans mustered in
great torce, many in the volunteer unilorms, with
their bayonots at their sixen. Nino o’clock arrived, the
fowr ladies who.wera preseuted clesrod out one by
one, and by 10 there wns not one in the zquare,
At 10 o'clock the usual gay Cuban dance, with which
they fimsh up, was plsyed, and the band marched
round into the streat 1n rront of the Pulace, snd tho
<« Himus de Riego” was pluyed, the hand moved ofY,
and 4 few feceble wivgs, and everylhing was quiet,
when fromn a sido street issued torth the irrepregsi-
ble volunteer cavalty, ana passed in front of the
paicce, yolling out * Viva Espaia!’ and making a
diggraceful uproar. Af onco a sceno of tho greatest
contuiion occurred. The negroes, wiro bad muster-
ed very strongly 1n the vicinity of the square, took
to their heels, yclling € Viwva.” The people 1o the
square also shouted, and the valiant cavalry volun-
teers charged into the square to drive cut the peo-
ple. The confusion was iremendous, cavalry flour-
ishing toeir sabres, infantry volunteers fixing bay-
onets, negroes running, doors slamming, and
everybody talking at once. Forwnatvly, by the en-
ergetic conduct o1 gome army otlicers, ordor was re-
astored witbout any acoidents, but the voluntocrs in
general, and the cavalry in particular, are the laugh-
ing-stock of the town, since nome of these Catatan
hoeroes who 80 distinguished themselves, charging
on unarmecd and peaceable citizens, hbave ever
thought ot offering their services to the Government
to go out irom Cuba 10 fight the inBurgens, and 1
the present ingtance woroe actually tho promoters or
the whole riot which they rushed to put down with
such alacricy.

REVOLUTIONARY EXPLOITY.

Tho correspondent reterred to above in speaking
of tho situation and prospecis around Santiago de
Cuba says: )

« The ingurrection is all over (what s relief it
would be to foreign vessels, if I were able to pause
here, but unfortunately for them, I have’nt finished
the scentence yet!)—all over the ecasterm depart-
meont of the islana? Tho rebols are ¢ loaflng’
around onur town in every direction. Their numbers
hive grestly increased, but their object is not very
clearly understood. Some persons think thoe insur-
gens meditate an ottack upon the town as soon a4
their forces aro suitably coucentrated. If this be
their intention, they had better carry it out with-
out delay, beforo tne expected reintorcement from
Spain arrives, At present they have directed sll
their energies in consuming the provisions at theo
couniry stores; destroying property and inconve-
piencipg our peaceful inhsbitants. Their chief ex-
ploits have been the destruction of the railway lines,
the burning of two raildway bridges near St. Jago,
and the cutiing off of the aqueauc: which supplies
our town with water, They havo certainly dove
very little towsrd the cause of liberty and the pro-
gress of the country by these mischievous acts.
They have only succeeded in putting their conntry—
men to great 1pconvenlence and impoverishing toe
needy.”

THE AMERICAN CONSUL THREATENID.

Some timo ago a party of twelve armed men were
arreagted at San Christobal, and among them was &
Mr. SanTa Rosa. They were attempting to insugu-
rate & revolution, and were brought by the Spanish
authorities to Havana, where they are held in prison
as rebels againat the Government, There is noth-
ing informat in their arrest, but one Mr, H, P. REY-
NAUD, in New-York, does not bappen to think so,
and has telegraphed to the American Cousul that the
gpanish authorities were ill-treating his friend, Mr.
gANTA Roga, and informs him that should gaid Mr.
SANTA Rosa depart this life suddenly, he (REYNAUD)
will hold him (tbe American Consul) responsible for
nis friond’s demise, Mr. SANTA Rosa hag lost all
rights of ciiizenship in tho United Btates by embark-
ing in a movement contrary to the express orders of
bis Government. All that Mr. Saxra Rosa can
claim, and which he undoubtedly has the right to
demand, is thut he be afforded & fair trial, and that
no ipjustice is done him while imprisoned. I do
not suppose that o worse fate will be meted out to
Mr. 8ANTA Rosa than to the rest of his comrades in
arms, who thus far kave not been poisoned, but have
been tricd by & military commission and condemned
to threo years’ pensl gervitude. )

5 REPORTED LANDING OF FILLIBUSTERS.

Tho brig Sir Robert Peel ia roported to have landed

L 200 e with arme and unitions of war, from Nove

Orieans, at Santa Teress, Coohino Bay, in tho dls-
trict of Qapata, This bay has epjoyed considerable
notorioty heretofore as being the point at which
plavers formerly ran in and disembarked their living
cargoes with considerable impunity, owing to the
fact that the country i3 vory spargely populated in
that section, and eminently favorable, from its posi-
tion, to similar enterprises. As if to corroborate the
statement of the landing effectod, a rovolution is ro-
ported to have installed itsolf in Juquey Grande, &
town situated in the centre of the Qapate district,

and in close proximity to the gouthern terminus of
the Cardenas Railroad, It is distant irom Cardenns
by rail some forty miles, and from Havang bofween
ninety and one hundred, and is a town of very liitle
importance as far as population is concerned, al-
though its possession by tho i1nsurgonts will, trom
its locality, vrove considerable of a thorn in the
side of the Government party.

SUPPREBSION OF NEWSPAPERS,

The Cuban Governmoeut has prombitea tho cireu«
lation in tho island, of tho Voz del Siglo, a nowspapor
represenling the  interests of tho Cuban Radical
Party, edited by NICOLAS A%CARATE, and published in
Madrid, The last number of tho Cronista, from New-
York, was also prevented irom circulating hero on ¢
aocount of an obnoxious article it contained, and |
the Press genorally is subject to tho most
rigorons cengorship. The [PFais newspaper, !
trequently referred to in my former lofters, hag |
guspended its further publication. In its valedic- -
tory to its subscribers it says: ‘¢ Circumstancos woll
known to all, and causes entiroly toreign Lo ouc -
wishes, oblige us to suspend, for the present, tho
publication of this journal. Not belng permitted
yot to treat with ample liberty the questions which
we consider most important and wvital for the coun-
try, rather than vegetate in the impotency to which
we have boeu reduced, we prefor to maintain tho
most absoluto sience.” The Frensa, in comment-
ing on the above, says: * We beliove that amplo
liberty to treat of every classa of quostions is atbing
met with in very few oountries, and ncver in those
in which exist men {n arms and uen conspiring to
overthrow the copstituted Government, and deliver
over to loreigners & part ot its territory.” I will
not extond theso oxtracts furithor, a8 the wholo gist
ol the articles 18 contained in the abovs two para-
graphs, :

GEN. DULCE EXPLAINS.

Br. Frrix Bona, the Madrid correspondont of tho
Puais, wrote to Gon, DULCFE, stuling that as he had
become awaro that Lo (the Genera ) was authorized
by tho Provisional Government to grant certain
liberties and concessions to the Cubans, ho would
like to be informed what thoy were, %0 88 to be able
to communicate them in advanoe, for the beuofit of
the readery of the Pais 1n particular and Cubans gen-
erally. Gon., DurLck replicd that it was truo ho was
oluthed with ample powers, and was taking out con-
cessions and cerfain (?) liberties to the Cubans, but |
tuat these concessious and libertics will only be
granted when tho insurroctionists laid down their |
arms and peace was thoroughly rostored. !

QUASIMODO, |




