. CUBAN NEWS.

Letters have been received in this city from the
leaders of the Cubans, dated the 20th ult. These
lotters give the following items of news from the
insurrectionary districts, i

The recent engagements have placed in the
“hands of the republican leaders n large number

of prisoners, and theyaro now iv a position to
provent the wholesale massacre of Cuban iasur-
‘gents and: their friends which has taken place
through the power of the volunteer organiza-
tion, asit is understood that the  prisoners in the
hands of the revolutionists will be held as hos-
tages for the proper treatment of Cubans who
may be captured in battle. This fact has caused
a cessation of the execution of prisenere, which
hag hitherto been the policy of the Spanish com-
manders, '

General Quesada has completely destroyed all
cominunication between Puoerto Principe and the |
woast aud the telegraphic communieations with
Havana, and were it not for the unhealthy con-
dition of the city, ho would have occupied it
somo time ago. KEvery effort of General Letona
to open communication has been defeated, nnd
in those attempted the Spanish loss hus been
treble that of ‘the Cubans. The loss of the
Spaniards in thers encounters js so great, that it
is veported that .the effective. force of General
Lietonn at Nuevitas and the entire district does

‘not exceed 4,000 men, while that of Ueneral
Quesada 13- nenr 9,000 mmen, in good discipline,
‘well armed, and fully prépared for a forward
movement when ‘the healthy condition of the
country adjacent to the coast will permit.

There have been a number of minor contests
in Gen. Jordan’s district.- In -each cakd' the
Spaniards have been the aggréssors, but in ev-
ery instance they have- been repulsed with great
loys, while the Cubans have suffered little. At
Villa Clara the lozs of the Spanish wasover two
hundred, together with their arwms, ammunition,
wagons, ofdnance and provision train. In an-
pther engagownent near Trinidad the regular and
volunteer troops who had been sent out $o take
possesgion of certain marked plantations werd
driven back, and the forces almost destroyed,
The number of kiiled and wounded is reported
at eighty-five, -and that of prisoners at threg
hundrod. The number of Spanish troops cns
gaged in this fight was near thirteon hundrol,
while that of the Cubans who were guardiog tha
plantations nambered only seven hundred and
sixty.

General Jordan reports himself and treops in
exegllont condition, and agserts that his com-
innd js equal to three times'the same number of
‘thoso sho oppose bim, , They: are well. organ-
‘ined, woll drilled, and fight like demons. Ilis
force is daily increasing by recruits from tho
tormer siaves and the Spanisli regular troopa.
Ile expresses entire confidence in success,,

| HHAavana, Aug, 3,

Dates from Carracas to the 24th ult. are at
hand. The Federal forces were preparing to
uttack Gov. Putgar at Maracaibo.

Advices from" St. Thomas to the 27th ult. ra-
,pl?r_t._ the United States steamer Semjnole in port
1 BI'B*.’-L‘} i, el L o ‘os A d

The' jourpals are discussing thie increasa of
~cuntruband trade between Havana and the rebal
forces, and urge strong measures for its sup-
nression. + |

A detachment of Spanish troops, while en-
gaged in'a reconnoissance near Cinqua Villas,
met u purty of insurgents. A fight followed, in
which thirty rebels were killed.
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| New York, Aug. 3.
The Sux assorts that the administration of
Prosident Grant has opened negotiafions with
the present Goverantnent of Spain for the inde-
pendence of Cubn. Wen. Sickles has already
presented.thie subject to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs . at . Madrid, and two. bulky, telegrams
have  beén-- received at Washington'in “conse-
quence. The proposition which Gen. Sickles has
laid boforo Marshal Serrano and his associates is
as follows: © - ' R
.+ Firat, Spain shall recognize the independence
0f~Cuba under.the government of Uespedes.. . .
Second. Cuba shall pay to Spain an indemnity
.for the vesignation of the rights hitherto exer
‘eised by-the-mother:tountry, tho-smount of this
“indemnity to bo specified in the teeaty. ]
~ Third. The' indemnity, whether fixed at one
! hundred - millions, {ifty ‘miilions ov twenty-five
“millions-of dollars, to be in bonds of the Cuban
Qovernment;: payable with-intérest at the ex- }
piratiin of & -conveniend period, -

Fourth; Thesabonds to be guaranteed by the
United Stateés; an- armistios™to _be "proclaimed
between tha “patriots and ‘the. Spanish. troops in
Cuba' immediately pgoq the ; execution of the
treaty;' theTsland to be .evacanled by the Span-
ish forces:ad soonus the treaty is ratified by the
représéntag?e :'df" fhe CBhBIl 'pgotle;';hnd the
guargnty of tha:bonds; approved by the Con-

gress.of lﬂwU ' jt‘e\R States: 35" e |
Fifth, ¥ {hd;tefms atopob:at: once ‘acsepted
by the’Spanish Government the United States
will wit-pnﬁnt}fuggl;e% ie{%;}rﬁgﬂa the md?-
pendeuqen-'%f __Q_ilba AR '%iiu. f
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