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THE REYOLUTION IN CUBA.

M"

IHistory of the Efforts of Cubang to

~ Redress their Grievances.

[G'urrenpomlcueu New York Tribune.)

An accouns of all the officers made by
prominent Cubans to obtain political rights

from the mother country,is n story of hu-

miliations and disappointments. During

the reigns of Philip 11, and Philip 11, 1t

was officially declared that Spain and her
American colonies ought to be ruled by laws
as equal and convenient to both a3 possible;
the political condition of Cuba and Spain

being then entizely alike.
In 1811, Spain enjoyed, for the first time,

the blessings of & Uonstitutional Govern-
ment, and Cuaba was entitled to have two
representatives in the Spanish Cortes.
Three years after, the despotism of Fernando
VII. wag nstablished, and again overthrown
by Riego in 1820, Louis XVIL of France
sent hig nephew with & powerful army to

replace Fernando on the Spanish throne,

and then commenced that period which re-

c¢ulls the rule of Philip II. Fernando died
in 1833, and the nation was divided into

two parties; one defending the principles of

fanaticism and absolute power, the other the
doctrineg of politicul hiborty for the people.
The liberal party was vietorious after some

years of civil war, and then the Isstatulo

Real was given a8 o political start to the |

Spaniards, being introduced 1n Cubs with
such alterations that the Captain Generals
remained in full possession of the autoeratic
authority. Although the Cubans wero great-
ly displeased on seeing that they were con-
gidored inferior to the inhabitants of the
Spanish Provinces, they sent their represen.
tatives to the Cortes, The Zstalulo was
still-born. In 1836 the Constitutionof 1812
was again proclaimed in. Spain, and the Clor-
les Constituyentss ngreed, after some hesitn-
tion, that Cuba should send o represcntative

for every 50,000 inhabitants.

On the 24th of October, 1836, the Contes {
CoxsrrruynNTes agsembled, and Cubs had |

inthem four represcuntatives. These rpre-

 sented their credentials, and, not receiving

any answer, Deputy Saco urged the exami-

nation of said documents, In I'ebruary of

1837 & committee proposed to the Cortes a

regolution *‘that in the futuro no representa- |-

tive of the colonies shall be admitted to the

Cortes. The elected deputies drew up a
dignified protest, but the Spauish govern-
ment, nevertheless, confirmed to the Uaptain
Gtencral “'all the powers granted by the roy-
al ordinances to the cummmanders of besieged

| places.”’

The news of the (onstitution being pros |
claimed in Spain was brought to Santiago de |
Cuba the 26th of September, and the Gover- |
nor, (eneral Lorenzo, pra¢lnimed it in that |
Department., Captain General Don Miguel |
Tacon, a sworn epemy of ol constitutional |-
liberty, sent an armed expedition against the |
Governor of Cubn, and the lattor, without |

making any resistance, was obliged to leave

the country, followed by all those who were |
known by their liberal principles. 'The {
Spunish (tovernment approved Tacon's con- |
duct, without listening to the just reclama- |
tions made by Deputy Valients, who had |
been sent to Spain to defend the proceedings |

of General Lorenzo.

In 1854 prominent persons in Cuba, well- |
known by their talents and wealth, asked |
representation for the island in.the Spanish |

Cortes, A Spaniard, editor of an officinl

paper, wrote & paper in favor of the prope:
gition, hut itg circulation was prohibited by

must be Spanish or African,”’

» | the Ueptajn General. Thoe writer was the
author of that memorable phrase, “Cuba

Jn 1859 apothey Spanjard,in a pamphlet

entitled “The Aspirationsg of Cuba,’” defends:

ed the rights of the Cubang to send thesy
representatives to Congress, hut all thezs

offoits were unsuccessful.

| In 1861 Marshal Serrano was appoinied
Captain General of Cuba, and encouraged
tho party celled Concesionista to a now trial
of paticnce by asking the dosired political
1 rights. Notwithstanding the opposition of
the Spanish paperdg in Cuba, General Dulce,
the successor to Serrang, apthorized by the
Minister of the colonics, caused”the Com-
mon Councils of Cuba to elect Commission-
grs tp bo sont to Spain.  The Captain Gene-
ral appearad ip & deeree issued by him, in
which it was plainly seon that the clecting

of said Commigsiondrs was 8o &g ta giminish

tho numbor of real estato owners, incrensing
that of the persons who were agningt the ye-

forms., At last sixteon commissioners were
¢lected, and they departed for Spuin. On the
J0th of Oci;. the Tret gession took place, undor
the presidency of the Minister of Colopies.
Tho I4th of November every member regeived
o printed oivcular with an introductory con-
corning “the best ways and means to regu-
late the labor of tho African and Aslatio
population, and the immigration more con-
venient for the provinces of Cuba and Porto
Rico.” To treat such  questions the Com-
missioners had loft their homes and
iraveled hundreds of miles, The Presi-
dent donied them even the wight to discuss

-1 on the order of the questions asked, and
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| they kad to form four committecs to give in-

formation about tpe propesed points, It
would bo tedious to give a rep;rb of the scs-
sions, in which nothing was sald about po-
litical rights.  The Commissioners came
hagk to their country with the sad experi-

, | enco that Lhe Spanish government was more
reluctant than eyer to grant Cuba the least

pazticle of libexty. Whether ty punioh the

| ipsolence of the Colopies, o to throyw upou

the Coneessionists the tesponsibility of the
new ataie of thipgs, Cuba wag overburdened
with heavy taxations, yhich, haying exas.
perated even those who wantod pesce af any
cost, have given the patriets encouragoment
to shako off the yoEe of the coloninl gov.
cromont.

Let not the American people be misguided

| by false representations from the Spanish or-
| Baiss, pepresenting the Cuban . revolution as

an uplawful xghellion against a paternal

: government, or ag a premafure cutbreak of
| political impatience. 'The Guban§ are gght.
-} 1ng for the American prineiple, represented

by the United States, and every republican

| nation must take an interest in the trinmpl

of the revolutionists. Let the American
weoyle take into consideration that the idea
of antagonizn: t9 the Saxon race has never
existed in Cuba, and thot the name of the
United States i3 more respested i; that
island than the boasted glory of the &panish
ancesgtors. | |
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