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The Cuban Insurrcetion.

MESSAGE FROY GEN. CESPEDES ASKING RECOGNITION
B THE PRCSIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

Col. Stockton. of Pennsylvania, recently ar-
rived at St. Mark's, Fla., bearing the fullmw. ing
message from Gen. Cespedes, tho Commander-
mn-Chief of the msurrectionary forees in Cuba,
asking that the I'resident of the United HStates
accord to his party beiligerent rights, and 1ecog-
nize the Independence of Cuba:

To kis redleney, the Prosident of the United

Stls

Siz—The people of Cuba, by their Grand Su-
preme Civil Junta, and throngh their General-
1n-Chief, Senor Cespedes, desire to submit to
yvour Lxcellency the following, among other rea-
sons, why your Excellency. as President of the
United btates, should accord to them belligerent
rights and a recognition of their independence.

Decanse from the hearts of nincteen-twen-
tieths of the inhabitants of the Island of Cuba
po up with prayers for the success of the armies
of the repullic; and from the sole and only want
of arms and ammunition these patient people
are kept under the tyrannieal joke of Spain.
The unanimity of the masses of the people for
the republic is ominons.

Because the republic have armies numbering
over 0.0 men actuallyin the field and doing
daty. These men are orgamised and governed
on the prineciples of civilized warfare. The
prisoners whom they take—and so far they have
taken three times as many as their enemies
have from them-—are treated in every respect
as the prisorers of war are nsed and treated by
the most eivilized nations of the earth. Inthe
hope of recognition by the Umted States, they
have never 3et in o single Instances retalmted
death for death, even 1n cases of the most pro-
vohing natures.

Because the Spanish authorities have almost
invariably Lratally murdered the soldiers of the
armies of the republic who Lave surrendered to
them. and have recently issued an ofticial order

't requinng their military forces hereafter instant-
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ly to lall and murder ¢very prisoner of the re-
public who surrenders. This is done, the order
cheerfully tells us, *‘tosave trouble and vexation
to the Spanish civil anthonties.” 'Thisisan
outrage that the civihized nations of the earth
oucht not to allow.

Iecause the United States 1s the nearest civil-
ized netion to Cuba whose pohitical nsfitutions
strike a responsive chord in the hearts of all
Cubans. The commercial and financial interests
of thic two peoples Leing largely 1dentified and
reciprocal 1n their natures, Cuba earnestly ap-
pcals for the nnquestionalle right of recogm-
tion.

Beeanse the armsg and the anthonty of the

republic of Cuba now extend over two-thirds
of the entire geographical area of the island,
embracing a very great majority of the popula-
tion in every part of the island.

Decanuse she has a navyin eourse of construe-
tion which will excel in point of numbers and
efficiency that heretofore maintained by the
Spanish anthorities in these waters.

Because these facts plainly show to the world
thiat this is not a mnovement of a few discontents,
but the grand and sublime uprisiug of a people
thirsting for liberty, and determined with this
last effort to secnre to themselves and their pos-
terity those wunquestioned rights—liberty of
conscience and freedom of the indivadual.

Finally, because she is fullowing but 1n the
footsteps of Spain herself in endeavoring to
banish tyrannical rulers, and in their stead place
rulers of her own choice. The people of Cubn
having a tenfold more absolute and potent right
than Spain had, because Cuba’s rulers are sent
without her voice or consent by a foreign coun-
try, accompanied by and with swarms of their
officials to fill the vaTions offices created on) y for
their individual comfort, drawing their suste-
nance and support from ‘the hard earnings of
the natives of the soil.

Allow us to add, with the greatest diffidence
and sensitiveness, that the difference between
the rebellion in the United States and the pres-
ent revolution in Cuba, 1s simply that in the
former asmall mmanty rebelled against lawy
which they had a voice in making and the privi-
leco of repealing, while in the case of Cuba we
are resisting a foreign power crushing us to the
earth, as they have done for centunes, with no
appeal but that of arms open to us, and appoint-
ing, without onr knowledge, voice, advice or
consent, tyrannical citizens of their own country
to rule us and eat onr substance !

“‘Patria y libertad!”

Approved by the Supreme Junta and ordered
promulgated by

SENOR GENERAL CESPEDES,
Comd'r-in-Chief Republican Forces of Cuba.
Headquarters in the Field, March 1, 1369.

et
From Cuaba.

The New York Herald of the 19th has special
Havana dispatches of the 17th, which state that
the Spanish column advn.ncmﬂ on Mayari was
severely defeated by msurgents with a loss of
300 killed. 'The Spanish troops under La Torre,
at Villa Clara, were also defeated Tke insur-
gents have driven off the parties re g the
Villa Clara and Cienfuegos Railroad, and it is
estimated that it will require a force of 10,000
men to re-establish railroad communication be-
tween the two cities. Many women and children
from Puerto Principe have gone to join their
relatives among the insurgents, and Gen. Lesca
has issued an order that they shall return or be
liable to the penalties of military law if captored.
It was rumored in Havana that Santiago had
been captured by an insurgent expedition in
concert with the Pemﬂan iron-clads. The Cap-
tain General has issued & decreo reducing the
direct taxes on property, and the war tax fifty
per cent., and to compensate for the reduction
of revenup has increased the export duties.
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