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It is gsid that General Slckles” misslon to
‘Spalin bss reference erpeclally 1o socuring the ;
independence or anvexation of Cuba. The
administrgtlon, or some of its members and |
organs, have put forth this Ides among the |
Washington correspondents of the press, This

!reporled uetion of the government hes been

‘used, In fact, to allay the Impatlence of the

} publio with regard to the extreme ngor with

which the nentrality laws bave been enforced
sgalnst l!” Cobaus and thelr friends. What
is the troth in this matter? Has the govern-
ment &ny policy on the Cuban question? Is
General Sickles to use his efforta to secure the
Independence or acquisitfon of Cuba? Or is
all this talk only to cover up the hesitating
timldity and notorfously unpopular course of
the administration?

Wo ace by our European news that General
Sickles bad arrived at Madrid, and from his
rapid Journey thither, not stopplng on the way

‘st Londoz, Parls or anywhere else, it would
seem as If he were fntent on business. But
we are lefi In the dark. The country wants
to know and ought to know what the policy of
the administration is if it has any. The sge
of red tape and reticence in International
affairs §s passed. It is tlme owr old
fogy Cabinet officers understood this,
The great statesman of Prussla, and
perhaps we may say of the world, Count Bis-
marck, understands it; for it will be remem-
bered by our readers that he freely and fully
discussed with the Hxzarp correspondent
important questions of natlonal and interna-
tional policy, knowlng that it wasall to be pub-
lished fn New York 2nd wounld go back to
Europe. No; the time has gone by when the
diplomats and governments of the world conld
clotho their vlews and dolngs in mystery, &8
the timid ostrich bides its bead from fear of '
those who look at it. Let the American
people, and for that the whole world, too,
kunow what the pclicy of the United States is
regarding Cuba, Qur Minfster at Madrid will
be listened to with not less attention and the
Spanlsh people will better appreciate whatever

‘motlves or erguments msy be made when
boldly proclaimed,

If the administration is about to opea the
question of the status and futare of Cuba with
the Spanish government it will not be difficult,
we suppose, to show that this distant posses-
sion of Spaln canno longer be profitable or
neeful a8 a colony to the Old Country. From
the strength of the Insurrection in Cuba and
from sll appearances that Island will conquer
its Independence ; bat If tbat should not bethe
result the colony will be rulned and never
moreof valas to Spain. It woald only bsan

" expenso and constant tronble to the homa gov-

ernment; and In the end, sooner or later, It
must become independent and fall Into the
Ameriean republics Fystem. Shonld the
stalosmen of Spain take a broad and liberal
view of the sltuatian and magnanimously give
up the colony they would secure the gratitade
of the Cubans, the lasting friendship of this
repablic, and a good shara of the Increased
trade that would ba develaped in and with the

Jsland,  On the “other hand, shobld our
government bavo no 'policy relative to Cubs,
and mske no efforis to stop the effusion of
blood and the pending ruln that hangs over
that rich island—ebould It, In fact, calmly and
indifferently Iet things drift on as they are
going, there will arlse a burst of indignation
throughont this republic, snd our relations
with Spain may become serlously complicated.
There i3 8o question as to the tone of popular
sentiment In America. The empbatic expres-
slon of Comgreas just before it adjourned, the
well known views of most of the leading men
of the country, and the courso of the press
generally, show that the recognition of the
Cubans, a8 belligoreats at least, must come at
podistant dey. Several of the South American
republics have already recogulzed them as
belligerents, and all will soon. The United
States cannot pursue fong a different policy,
and declare against the principles of American
republicaniam, which we here have constantly
upheld before all the world and proclaimed to
every peoplt when struggling to be free. The
position this country holds at present, If there
be not a motive in it to socure tho Inde-
pendence of Cuba through Spain herself, s
unwortby of the great republic. By all meahs
let the government have some definite policy
and let the people know what it is.




