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The Revolation &8 8eexn by ar Eve Witness—(Congi-

tion of the Inpsurgents—Thelr Polioy and Meaus
ol War.

Frem theg New York Herald.

We bave received the following statement of
affairs 1n Coba from Mr, Charles McCormack,
who has resided for several years in the city of
Puerto Principe, where he was employed as
master macluinist of the Puerto Principe & |
Nuevitas Railroad. Mr. McCormack having !
traveled on herseback frem the place of his
late residence through.the heart of the island |
to the first railway stetion from which he could
take the cars to Havana, and passed through |
the insurpent and Spanish lines, a distance of |
more than one hundred leagues, during which |
time he held frequent intercourss with all |
classes of the population, has had the opporte- |
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olution vow on foot. * i

PERSONAL STATEMENT. i

The occupation of the hme of railroad from ‘;
Puerto Principe to Nuevitas having left me !
without employment, I determined to return to |
the United States. I procured the necessary |
papers from Colonel Mena, the Spaunish Gover-
nor of the city, and started.with a companion,
on horeeback, by land, for Havans, on the 12th
of February last,

At that 11me the native male population, with |
the exception of the small children and veryold °
men, had entirely left the city in consequence
of the revolutionary movement. The native |
Spaniards, mostly shop keepers, had enrolled
themselves in the volunteer corps, and were ex- |
ceedingly bitter in their bostility to the Cabansg, |
Thete, with the small number of regular troops '
in the city, gave Colonel Mena a force of about |

nition and a few field pieces, There had been a
regiment of colorc-1 troops in the garricsn, but !
these bad nearly all deserted to the insurgents,
taking their arms with theiz. The roads leading
into the town were all barricaded by the Spanish
t.oops in the outskirts. Operations against
the insurgents were confined to an ocea-
sional foray of the troops for provisions and |
torsge, which were vsually made in strong force .
and encountered little open resistamce, though !
on every ocecasion they encountered a constant !
ambuscaded fire both in going irow and return. l
ing to the town. :

aeciued for the revolution, and young and old, -
rico and poor have gons into it. Gen. Dualee’s |

proclamations of amnesty and reform at firat .
produced some effect, and many were in favor :

P R sl F) b W ed o gl et b gt gl bl Bl s P e PN b e e et ol TR

N B el . gy ==

i pd ™ ™ ¢y,

not two, of the Arango's, and one of them biad -
begun negotiations to that effect. Ior thi3 pur- ;
pose be had held eommunication with Colonel |
Mena, and appointed a dav when he would
come in uparmed nunder a flag of truce to con-
fer with him, It was stated in Principe that
Colonel Mena's orders to the squad sent to meet
Arango were to bring him the corpce of that
rebel. The fact was that he was ghot a8 soon as
he approached the suburbs of the town, and the
remains were hacked and disfigured atter death.
This event stopped entirely the feeling in favgr -

ge amnesty ard reforms among
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the Cubans. |
The insurgent force gathered around Puerto
Principe amounts to about 7,000 men, and I
was informed that 8,000 10re were holding the
line ot railway between that city and Nuevitay,
They are very enthuiastic in the cause, but are
badly armed, and ill supplied with ammunition.
Their only cannon are 8 faw pieces of iron pipe,
well  plugped and  Lound round with
banded strips of the hard woods of the
country. Every savailable instroment was
applicd to the making ofa weapon for oftensive
purposes, anpd a lance and machete—a short,
heavy sword—were the peneral armament, !
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{ A few bad breecu-loading rifles, captured from

the Spaniards, but the want of the proper am- | |
munition rendered them of but little service. j
An old fashioned flintlock muzzle-loading
muegket was the favorite arra, a3 it could always
do service whether there were patent cartridges
caps, &¢., in camp or not. Whoever had one o
theee prized it above ail the patent arms to
be bad.

There was but little organization among the
forces of the revoiution, although General
. Quesada was recognized as the chief in com-
mand. Lvery leader had raised and kept to-
| getber wbat men he could, and the camp seemed
| more like a gathering of private bands than a
i regular force. General Quesad2 waas laboring |
to introduce regimental and bricade organiza-
- tions. It was this remson—the ahsence of reg- !
ular organization and military rule—which pre-
vented General Quesada from attacking Puerto
Principe, which be could undoubtedly caplure
if he conld control his force 80 as to bring thum
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to act on a géneral plan, -‘
! There are many neproes among the insurp- \l

ents, most of them from the towas, or who ;
were previously free. The plantations have all |
{ stoppcd wori, but the slaves have either gone
into the tewns to seek protection, or have fled
into the woods, where they remain. Few or
none of this class of the population side with
the Spaniards.

The war is carried on by the Cubane more as |
! a guerrilla war than by regular operations.
. Whenever a force of Spanish troops appears
anywhere the Cubans scatter from its front, and |
| seek, by pmbuscading behind trees and 1n the ;
thick woods, to anuoy the troops and diminish |
their numbera. The great object among the
insurgents in these encountera 18 to get hoid of
the musket aud kuapsack of every one they can
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| wound or kill. In this they will run extraordi-

i

bueh at every Spaniard who falls, Tbe Spanish
troops generally behave very well at these
ambuscade encounters, and whenever forced to
helt er form during their merch, will roundiy
abuse their unseer foes, styling them cowards,
and callipg upon them to come out of their
hiding vlaces and show themaselves. _

The feeling among the Spaniarde is very
bitter indeed. They formed almost entirely the
trading population of the coantry, and every-
cmsﬂoa£ and country village was occupie
with their shops. These are now abandoned
wherever the ipsurgents have appeared, |
and their owners have withdrawn to points
held by the troops. Thus the country 18 bare of |
goods. At first a lenient policy toward the
prisoners prevailed, but the Spanish volunteers
have now hecolye se violent that they Bshoot
nearly all tbey captore, calling them leaders. |
At the time 1 was with the insurgents they had. l
not executed any prigoners, but the feeling in
favor of retaliation wse becoming very strong,

No regular civil Governmentexistsin the di3-
tricts beld by the insurgents, and no formal
attempt has yel been made to organize one. In
the Central Department General Quesada's aun-
thority i3 respectcd, while in the east General |
Cespedes iz looked npon as the leauer. Thers i
little commaunication between the several de-
partments and no concery of action. The orly
aim seer:3to be war with the Spaniard. The
insurgents in tue Villa Clara district hold their
organization distinct from those of Cespedes
and Quesada.

From the insurgent camp around Puerto Pnin-
cipe we rode through Cisgo de Avila, kspiritu

Santo, Villa Clara and Macagua to Colon, where %
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nary risks, three or four runring out from the '\
!
\

we 80ld our horsrs and took the cars for Bavana.
Wherever we stopped pmong the country peo-
ple thie game feeling ggainat the Spaniards and
confidence that their rule is approaching i3
end prevailed, wiuile in the tovwns the Spanish
traders armed and organized by tke Govera-

I ment, entertain the most violent feclings against

the Criane. No attempt w0 injure u8 was made
by either party when we encountered them,
aithough both my companion ani mysell were
geaiched on several occasions, The Spaniards
ware alway distrustful of us; but the insurgents
M every instance gave ni good treatment be-
cause we were Americans,

It is my belief that the ingurrection can not
be put down, and that it will continue to spread
unti it 1nvolves the whole isiand; but to take

} the fortified ports and towns the insurgents
nced better arms and organization than they

NOW POSSESS,
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