CUBA AND CUBAN AFFAIRS.

The Sichles Jastructions and the Spemiad
Gan
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Somg weeks ago two young men from tids
country, Wyeth end Speakmad, were exocutes
by the Spansh eutborlties fu Cubs, 83 prates.
Admiral 1o was at once sent to that part of
the island where the execation took place, 10 1a-
vestizate and report. His detailed report wilt
ot reach bere for some daye, but the President
Eas reccived 2 bricf sumwmaty of what he fearned.

It3g pretty clear that oeither of these young
men Jutendal, when sadicg from home,  go to
Cuba; and itis as certam &s soything can bo
thint at least mesther inteudod jomsmg the insure
gent forces of the island. Indeed,the Branish
authorities do not now set up any such clalm.
The Admral, 1218 understood, finds that, a form,
they wero executed under the provinons of an
crler of Dalces since revoked by Do Rodes,
and, in fact, because the governor of the province
feared $0 tgwst the demand of she Catalan volun-
teers for their death. Hoff charucterizes the ex-
ecation as downright murder, and the facts seem

 to warrsnt bis language.

‘The Spanish authorities wers quite oxioua to
make what apoloxy and reparavon  they
could. The only thiog that can be said in their
favor is that the murderd men. were both pas-
sengers on vesscls well known to beln the ser
vice of the nsurgents; m this fact the Spamish
‘minicter here finds somie excuse for the cour.o of
1us people of the island. e has teadersd peca-
msry reparation to the friends and faaulies of
the men, sod our government will Tnquesbona-

' bly exact something of this natarc.

- The teaor of the Admural’s report makes it

very clar ihat somo weeks ago the Yolustoer |
port of the Spanuh forye was not mnder good
disciphue.  Subscquent despatches sbow that |
Rodas Is getung along bettor with ths portion of |
the army than Dulce did; and the lenguate used |
by our goverament to Mimster Roberts at the |
time theso exceutions were aononnced, probably
183 had something to do with the change. Fur-
ther repressntations of decided character will un- |
doubtedly, by the President’s order, be made £ |
the Spanish aathorties at an early day.

The Adveruser was adrised some time azoby tel-
egraph of the stories in circulation sbout Gen.
Sackles’ Tunderstand the President
and ealimet to concur in the opinion that we do-
‘mot wamt Cuba, that its aonexation st present is
notathimgto bo desired, and that any strong
«ffort to further & sentiment In favor of unloa Is.
not advisable. From this conclusion there is not
Iikely fobe an immediate departure. Yet, the
President and cabwmet are for Free Cuda, and
doult'ess each of them beheves the island wall at
some ime, mote or less remotz, come under our
flag. There ate, two storics about e fnatruc-
tlons to Sickles- que that he 18 to urre such con~
cessions as will give Cubs s goverament like
that of Cansda; the other that ba fs to suggest
the zale of Cuba to the Cubans and plodza oar
goveruruent to an eadorsemeat fof the whole or
apart of the purchase money. Of suorse there
isD0 way of ascertaimiug, posinvely, whother
elther of these versions 1 correct.

1 discredit the latter entirely. Sickles may be.
privileged to advise the sale of theisland to lts
inhabitanfs, but [ am satwfied that the Prosudeat
and cabinet bave teken o step looking to an
endorsement of the Cuban paper. In wiew of
what was said in and out ef Congress last spring
sbont the project for endorsing raflroad mort-
gage bonds 1t is eafe enough to conclude that
scheme for endorsing Cuban bonds would not

- comimand the support of the comatry. Weare
not just now in the market either os purchasers
‘of real estate or backers of real estate paper.

‘That Sickles fs authonzed to give the support
of the United States 1o u project for colarzing
the hbertics of Cubs, there s no doubt whatever.
This cnlargement wight come in two or
threo ways, Spain could pive the Iiand a volee
a0d represontation in the Cortes proportionsta
to its wealth and poputanon—cease to treat it 23
s dependency, and makeit & paft of herown
soveraauty.  She could give I* omewhat such a
government as England has gven Canada—ap-
porat  governor, and allow tho peoplo to select
Lis ko thor own laws sabject
to hus veto under certwn conditious.  Sho conld
‘make a time-saleof the fsland 10 149 Johabitants—
anowing them to ket aside ayearly portion of
the £ revenues to be pad to the Lome govera-
ment, and supulating to withdraw all officers
and troops a1 the end of a ziven penod. I thunk
events will saow that Sickles is o work in the
direction  indicated by this paragraph.
Free Cubs s the Presdenvs desire, and
there orc vamous methods by which our
mimster may lonmrd the wishes of the adminis-
tration,

The Smmxh lnkhonlms are bulldmr' twenty
gunboats 3n New York for use in Coban waters.
1510k T have warraot for saying that they wll
never gotosea  Tall the Cuban insurgents get .
navy of thear own, or till some first class power
gves thom belligerent recogmtion, it is bard to
discover what damage twice iwenty Spanih gua-
beatsvould do them.  Yet, these now dudding
wll mever go fo Cuban waters, unless T am
greatly mistaken in the signs of the t mes. Just
Tow they are o be prevented from gomg ismore
than can now be told. A proclamation of
Delligerency 10 Cuba would stop them, but the
administration does Dot believe the time has
come for that,—perhaps it may never come. We
found & way to put the Cuban emisyanes on
thefr 5ood behavior—they disregurded our Iaws,
and the exceation of thoss laws broke up helr
We shall find a way fot siopping
1f we do not, ses me down as 10

Dixov.




