VENEZUELAN PROGRESS.

GENERAL RAFAEL QULSADA UPON THE PROS-
PERITY OF THE SOUTH AMERICAN REPUDLIC—
THOE PEOPLE ANXIOUS FOR AMERICAN INFLU-
ENCES AND NELP,

Amorg the passengers by tho steamer Caracas on
her last h'lp from Venczuola to thiscity was Gencral
Rafacl Quesada, who retarns to the United States
after a protracted visit to South Ameriea, where for
thopast seven months he has been engaged in a
careful survey of Venczucla and a study of her re-
sources. General Quesada is & Cuban by birth. Ho
served with valor and distinction in the war of
Moxico agaipat tho invading forces under Maxi-
milian, and shortly after tho cnd of that confict
he heard of tho breaking outof war on his native
isle and at once hurried away to lend his
services to his struggling compatriots. He rep-
dercd very important aid, and with his brother,
General Manucl Quesada, he was conspiotously en-
crzetic in fitting out expeditions from this country
toCuba. Speaking yesterday to o HemaLp reporter
of his observations in Venezucld he sald:—'The
country is prospering rapidly and cvery effort is
bolng made to bring out the great naturalriches
with which it is blessed. There is plenty of push
2nd cnergy in the people, and with tho compreben-
sion which they now have of the value and im-
portance of modern Improvements of. every sort
there s little doubt that within & few years thesa

{mprovements will have a marked effect I3 pushing
‘Venezuelan products in foreign markets.’

*What are these improvementa?”
vell, there is now & force of 1,500 men at work
npon the new rullroad, which is "to run from the

control and direction of English engincers. There
s another railroad going forward which, when fin-
ished, will connect that part of thu cunmr%lln
which the rich mineral deponits a)
capital of Venczucla, and Bogoh um('apﬂul city of
the United Brates of Columbia, havo now direct telo-
graphic communication with each other. Tho road
from Laguayra to the mining dl!ﬁrh:t through La-
gusysna will be 140 miles in Jongth."
“How are tho mines producing?”
“They aro very rici, Yor fnstance, the mines of
Clle produco 17,000 ounces of silver per month,
of the mines are paying very b-nd.wmely.
lml this, too, with processes which are not up to
tho bost modern standard. Besides tho railroads I
havo spoken of {8 one which General Palgar, who {s
a very able man, is consuucung, and when they aro
all in working order we may expect to seo somo-
thing of tho prosperity in Yencznch which has
been noted tn Mexico, A company of American en-
gineers is surveyiug fora lino to run from Valen-
cu, in the interior, to Pucrto Cabello. In the city
of Caracas tracks are down tora street rallroad.
This {8 to bo carried on hy nmm capital and has
been built by native engin
Bpealing of tha shmmblp llne!, Gencral Quesada
said the veasels werg iron steamships of Awmerican
build 2nd thq ran botween tlm two ports was made
iu about seven days, , It had been found, ho said,
that passengers wmmng to go to Europe from
Venczuels saved sbout four dn{; by coming first to
XNew York and here resumln eir journey by ono
of the transatlantic lines. European steamers
take twenty days for a pnumge whilo in that time
ono cau make the round trip trom Venczuela to New
York and have & few moments left for a run on shore
cre.
FRIENDLY TowAZD AMETICA,
| "What i8 the fueling toward Ameriea?”
 “Oneof the greatest wrduuty. Toe peoplo wish
to emmulato the United Shtes and are very anxious
for tho closa social
- and industrial rdauanl. Pn:sil.leuﬁ Guzman Blanco
is o close student of your affairs. Lo reads your
papers and Xecps himself postod on what is going
on hero which may be in any way productive of
good for his own munhy. There 13 no subsidy pard

but thero 1s always a qm.nmy of freight walting
shipment at good paying rates, so that there is no

trouble about a losing busimess on the part of the
steamship people. There 13 a disposition on the
part of tho plo to favor American goods. They
prefer them cause they como from America, and
there are many A.mcriﬂml now in the country, but
we want many more.”

‘With regard to tho polltical condition of Vanzyela
tho General spoke most glowingly, giving many in-
etances of the prosperity of the country in every
dopartment of thoservice, and stating that Presi-
dent Blanco had projectod a scheme for tho nulifiea-
tion ot the gntirs foreign and domestio debt at four
per cent iuterest, !lo a ded:—*For many years
there was & dispute between Venezuela and the
United 8tates of Cclnmbll touchizg the boundary
line between tho two republics, but recently there

the q Qispute are to
ment of nrbitmtion by lhu mng nl Spnin. The war
between Leru and C not affect us in any
way.'” In cunclnsion. Gen I Quesada eaid thoy
yoro getting large nuimbers, yenerully via the Canary
Islands, from Europe; that the taxes were low and
that Caracas was being made one of the moat bean-
titul cities in South America.




