THE CUBAN WAR.

Succinct History of ths Strug-
gle for Frecdom.

1

A NINE YEARS CONTEST.

Heroic Efforts of the Insurgents
to Win Taeir Cause.

4N HONORABLE PERACE AT LAST.

——

The long and bloody straggle waged for the inde.
peftuence of Cuba stnce the autumn of 1868 has come
o an end by thesurrender of the imsurgent forces,
ioduced by concessions on the part of the Spanish
government which many arc disposed lo rogard 8s
worth all the gfforts made to win them by the Cubane.
THowever, when ope reviows the story of the nime
years’ war, aud countsup all toe losses sustalned by
both sides in men 2nd moaey, besides the enormous
dsmage inflicted on the lslang by tle destruction ol
properly and the suspenston ©f production, the
mind s, filled with horror at a pollcy
of selfishness which made such- sscrificey necessary
betore the nm!mry[ forms of popular goveraoment
were conceded to thio inhabitants of the devastated
frland. I Spanish pride s satisfied with the measure
©f success which has crowned the desperate war of ree
pression waped ageinst. the Cubans, Spavish vanily
12 responsible for all the horrors of that war, bocaute
1t it Is deemed honorable and juskto grant the privie
leges mow conceded to Cuba after tbe struggle
I was «qually_just that they should have been
grauted 1o 1663 In this war Spain hes won, per-
baps, a siight material advantage, but st the ex.
peuso ol a moral loss which she can never bope to
recover. lodeed, hicr hold ou the Antilics has been
loogencd through her own fault, and the near future
may, wreit from her altogether the fair Jowelrot her
crown in the West lndies, Regarding the condition
of Cubs aller the war, it must be conceded that if she
has falled to attaln independenca tniz time sbe hag
detocastrated that her people are cspable of great sud
beroic eflorts, and the lesaon learned ju mislortaso
may prove of incalculablo &dvantage o her whon the
bour of success arrives A leap from stavery to b~
»rty most be made tbrough the flames of a Gre that
purifies the £ The
upder which the Cobans commenced their efforts
were unfavorable, inssmuch as they had to deal with
the question of slavery as represeuted oY a pre.
pondoratiag soction of the popalstion, by the em-
. pirical which applted remedies
only lucally, but left the greatl arca of the ofil prac.
tically uotouched, Ihey bad to liberate the slaves
wilbout beiog sble to control them 1a a state ot
Jgnorance and freedom, and when their own num.
bLers were reduced in the stroggle with the
Spani:h army tnewr ranks were Decessarily
recruitea from a source which could not poi-
siply add to the moral strength of tneir cause.
Ience even suceess had its dangors tar the thought.
fol section of the Cuban patriots, because with it they
would ind themsslves face to fa~e with ap slement of
political force of thetr own creation, but waicl they
wero by no means certain of controlling for the good
of their country. Possibly conldenllunmf thig kiad
tbad welght in the Cuban conacils whan Spain ofered
bor terms of peace. The self.governmont which has
been conceded must be regarded as tor the time being

preferablo 10 the etate of "Snarchy tuat would |
probably anse Wwhem the patriols found
themselves  in & migority 1o presence

of the cmancipated field haods of the suger planta.
tions. The politics of St. Domingo Would be repeatod
1n Caba apd the country liberated from Spain become
» prey to dissensions more disasirous 10 her intereats
than 1be overriding tyranny ol the hidalges. To
maintaln a pational independence Cuba must win 3t
after slavery & bas been abolished on ber o1l and polit-
1cal sobrlety] prncmea under the new forms of ber
goveroment. When the Cubans trame snd respect
good 1ocal Jaws for the protection of society and tho
socouragenient of Industry, they liy the foundation en
whick they can easily erecta nationality which will
tommand the €onsideration of the world. Tnen fn-
fependence will become in reality the "blessing with
All the sacrifices that may be wade to win it.
THEE WAR I¥ CORA.

The huslory of nearly ten years® straggle which
commenced at Yara on October 10, 1868, Is ooe of the
doepest Intercst The events that Immediately pre-
ecded the outbresk have a close convection with the
condition of politics In the mother coantry, as Span.
lards lovetocallold Spaln. The revolution of 1868
promised great reforms oo the Peninsul,, buir
the Cubebs possessed a decp and burning ha-
tred of Spain, hsd no faith whatever that the beve.
Ut fo be enjoycd by the Spanlards would be
cxtended to them. Thev,the Cubans, knew from
cxperienco that, no matter who raled in Spaio, Cuba
would coptinoe to be' regarded a: a conquered de-
peudency, from which the siuews of war or the weans
for political intrigue would coutinue 1o be druwn,
Therofore Lhey Jooked on the dicturbance of aflairs in
#spaln a8 the lonz boped for opportaniy of. puttiag fa
pructice the cherished design of revolation and the
expolsion of the Spaniards. Amang the leading
FDirits in the Insurrectionary movement were Carlos
Mauuel Cespedos, Francisco Aguilera, Manuel Aguilera,
Belisario Alvarcz, Vicente Garcia, Donato 3larmol
and Mapuel Fernandez, each repre-eating a local revo-
luticzary junta in the Eastern Department of the
Island  The mformation regardiog the projecied out.
Ureak having reached Havaua an order waz sentto
Maozantilo for thearrest of the conspirators. Bat

. ® friend'y rovernor of Bayamo gave them timely
nouce and they escaped.  Karly ' October it.had
been detéPmined to begia the war of independence
oa the 1{tb, but the setion of theSpanizh governmont
reems Lo bave forced the lnsurgents to commence on
the 10tk by the now hittoric declaration of principles
2nd the prociamation of the Cubsn republic at Yars
With 2 few Lundied poorly armed followers the brave
Cespedes took the field and won his first saccess
In the captrro of the town of Bayamo on the 18th,

m'.-mm» of slavery. uepersl Rulefl, a Pole,
with 7,000 {asurgdats ol the Vilas, was successtul
in several battles with the Spaniards in Febroery,
1860, Oa April 11 Cespedes was formally elecred
President of the Cuban Republic, and Goneral Quosada

Commander-in-Cblet of tho army. In tbe moantime
Valmaseda—32alicd the “tizer'’—issued a general order
that overy male over fifteon years of sge found
wm the country away Irom his home Without

good reason, should bo shot, and that every house on
which a white fag was not displayea should bebaurned,
and"that all wowen acd children tound alone on their
farms sbouid be removed, if necessary, by foree,
either to  Bayamo or Jiguapi.  Important
lindtues were mado of arms aud men during

May, ome under Rafsel Quesada and the other

under General Jordan. The first reached its destina-
tlon withous molestation, the laster was attacked
twice but repulsed the Spautards ana reached the

Cubsn camps The command of tho army of
the Orlemte was given to Jordam, Wwko alter-
ward soccceded Quesada  as, Commaider-n-
cbiol In August, 1870, hr. Fish, toe Usied
States Becretary of State, proposed terms tor the ces.
2100 of the Island to the Cabane, but the authorities

at Madrid declined to covsider them. General Ca-
ballero de Rodas sacceeded Du'ce as Captain Goseral,
arriving 1o Cuba o July with reinforcements cqual

1030,000 men. De Rodas not proving to be popular
‘with the volunteers of Ravana, ho was superseded by
Yalmaveda 1o Decomber, 1870. The ralo of Val-
maseds hes been stalbed by the cruel mur-
der of eight medical students for B 8O-
called political demonstration at a cemotery, and by
tho tssue of many barbarogs crders, which were o
Reneral carried out 10 tho letter by the wiliing vol-
untcers end military officers.  He was succeeded in
1872 by Ceballos, and In 1873 Ly General Pieliatn.
who tried to open Degouations witk tho in-
surgents oo the basis of Cuba Temalving
state of the Spautsh Republia.  1his offer was, how-
ever, doclined, und the operations of tue patriows
pushed vigorously wosiward nto the Coniral De-
partment. In November, 1873, Pleltaln was super-
seded by Generul Jovellar as Captaln General, acd
Cespedea glvc way to Clsueros as President of
the Cuban Republic From October, 1868, to
the end of 1873, Spam lost 68,000 outof the 80,000
troops ste bad sent Lo Cuba, exclusive of hor losses of
residont Spanlards, aod 1o the first three years, ond-
ing October 1871, over $30,000,000. The destruction
ot Bugar estatcs and other property continued with-
out 1oterraption during all this time, and fchiing Was
of daily occarrence on the lines belween the oppos-
1n forces.

TUE VIRGISIUS APFAIR AND OTHER KVESTE
Tho reader will remember tho excitement croated

i the country on the arrival of the news of the cap-
taro of the Cuban steamer Virginius off Jamalca, and
‘e subsequent shooting of her passengurs aod many
of her crew at the slaoghter house In Santlago
de Cuoba. Colncident Wwith thal massacre was ap
attack by the insurgents on Manzenillo and
also the battle of La Zasja. The horror manilestod
in 1be United States at tho massacre of the Virginius®
crew was taken advantage ol by General Quosada
to appeal to Gineral Grant for bellizerent rights for
1he insargents, woich, however, were not granted,
General Burriel, Governer of Sanliago do Cuba,
who ordered tbe marder of the unfortucate men of
tbo Virginine, was recalled to Spawn, but re-
warded there for his buichery. 1n the latter days of
December a battle was fouzot at Palo.Seco, in which
tbo Spaniards were defeated.  They sustained
another defeat in Januvary, 1874, at Melonee, and the
ipsurgents destroyed a large pumber of plantations
throughout thai district. In February tbe in-
cecisive battla of Maranjo was fought. 1In June
tho patrfots captured the town of Bayamo,
and in July negotiations wero reported as boing again
1n progress for a settlement, but came to mothung.
“ From that time uoti! tho end of 1874 continuous Aght.
ing was kept up, SiXieen serious engagements ook |
placo during that time.

As Valmaseda was again made Oaptain Gegoral he
offored ampesty In March, 1875, to certaln leaders
with their followers, but it was rejected, as delore,
und tbe war went on with vigor, slthougn the
Captain Gencral renewed hus offers again and again.
Cespedes’ death was a traglc ending to a patriotic
carcer, Heo was susceedod by Palma and Juan B,
Spoturng s presidentz.  The Taceot sarrou- |
dor of Spoturno maiked the dissolution of
the Cuban insurgent government At the end of 1
1675 Valmaseda was soperseded by Jovellar, who set
&t unco to work 1n & Bystematic wanner to reconcile
the 1msurgenis with the Inewitavle Iallure of
their veagse.  In this be bas been secconded
by General Martinéz Campos, Who, altbough
nominally 1o commana  of the army,
ook on active part 1 the negotiations. It f3 1o be
feared that the volunteers of Cuba may nol tmmodi-
ately accept tho peace terme, but the power of the

il be for the
presersation of order,

sad of (be citadel ou lbe 220, A Spanish force
of 800 infaniry with cavalry yent under the
commsnd of Colonel Quiros to relieve Bayamo wes
enunly defeated by the Cubans. Atfter this success

was formally ander
Sllvgdur Cisneros Betancourt, Marquis of Santa Lucla,
and the rathers Agfamoute.

Meauttme Count Valmaseds, the srgundo Cabo, or
Deputy Caplaln General at Havans, was orderod to
take the deld egainst the losurgents. 1l commonced
overalions Uy makiwg o final tonder of termsto |hn
patrioss, butsiatled 10 make any smpression on them by
tair proumsce.  Ho thes sdvanced with a force of about
2,200 wee, chiefly made up of volunteers, but counting
& few regular troope.  Ho wasattacked between Naco
vitas aua Poerto Prinéipe, aud left bis dead on tho
field, He flnally rexched San Hignelaftera harrassing
march of five dnye, dering which the patriots bung on
his fanks and rear, cutung ol many of hie mec, In.
creasizg his force 10 4,000 men he yeached Bagawmo
witer a serics of bloody checks only to Gud the place
‘burned and abandoned by the Cubans. In other parts
of the Eastern Dopariment tho progress of tho Span-
15h troops was continually belng cbecked, and Colonel
Acoita z Alvear was defeated by the patriots at Las
Yaguas with heavy lose. On December 28 General
Quesada succeedod 1z landing a cargo of wrmsand
took of the srmy of Cq
Lersaual, \ke Spaoieh Captamn General, made great
ellorts 1o secure a penceful setiloment of the troule,
b d and reured fo Spamn, boingsucceeded by |

Captain Genersl Dalce. Toward the close of the ad.
mipistration  of Lersnndl the voluoteers in
Havana [34
fonocent  persons nt the Villanueva Thealre
apd the Louvre, under the preioace of avenging
a8 ilsult offered to theSpaish flag. The orgapize
tieu of theso corps of resident Spsvlards crestcd &
sordition of altalis that rendered the negoilations
between the Spanish authorities ana the fusurgents
wholly fruitless. 1 Febroary, 1869, Captatn Genuru
Dulce meBt commussioncrs to the Cubans 10 open
Dbegotiations, offering them everthing but indopend
ence, but mel with bo encouragemnent. Toward the
end of tho samo manth a Congressof representatives
ol tbe revolution mei ai Cawfgucy, and the

Brst act of the cew government then organized Was




