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cal envy and a love of small things and
narrow issues. Any fear that Athens might
righteously have entertained for the security
of her local institutions and the maintenance
of her autonomy ought, after the experi-
ence of the preceding four years, in which
both Philip and Alexander had repeatedly
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declined to avail themselves of good excuses
for interfering in local matters, to be now
entirely annulled. The world was moving.
A new order was coming 1in. Athens
saw, but she did not comprehend. So the
world’s history moved on thereafter without
Athens.
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“MAINE."

BY HER COMMANDER, CAPTAIN CHARLES DWIGHT SIGSBEE, U. S. N.

THIRD PAPER:

UCH interest was ex-
cited by the arrival
in Havana of the first
lot of American news-
E® papers recelved after
€ the loss of the Maine.
£ A Spanish officer of
high rank whom I vis-
ited showed me a New
York paper of Febru-
ary 17 in which was
pictured the Maine
anchored over a mine.
Onanother page wasa
plan showing wires leading from the Maine
to the shore. The officer asked me what I
thought of that. It was explained that we
had no censorship in the United States; that
each person applied his own criticism to
what he saw and read in the papers. Appa-
rently the Spanish officer could not grasp the
idea. The interviewwasnotat all unfriendly,
and he took it in good part when it was
pointed out that the Havana newspapers were
very unfair toward me, without respect to
my situation in their port. I asserted that
if the American newspapers gave more than
the news, the Spanish newspapers gave less
than the news: it was a question of choice.
When the Spanish officer reverted to those
illustrations of the Maine, I argued in this
wise: The Maine blew up at 9:40 p. M. on the
15th; the news reached the United States
very early on the morning of the 16th. This
newspaper went to press about 3 A. M. on
the morning of the 17th. It took time to
draw those pictures. The inference was
clear: the newspaper must have been pos-
sessed of a knowledge of the mine before the
Maine was blown up. Therefore it disturbed
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THE WRECKING AND THE INQUIRY.

me to guess why I had not been told of the
danger. This had the required effect, and
the newspaper was dropped out of the con-
versation.

The American newspaper correspondent
in Havana was a bugaboo to the Spaniards,
from the censor to others all along the line.
Nobody but the censor seemed to be able to
stop him, and even the censor could not
control more than the cable despatches.
The correspondents were active, energetic,
and even aggressive in their efforts to get
all the news. If, occasionally, one showed
lack of tact, the majority, from our point
of view, did not. The people of the United
States demanded the news, and they got 1it.
It was soon plain to me that the correspon-
dents were under strict orders from their
papers—orders more mandatory and diflicult
of execution than those commonly issued in
the naval service. Very early I applied a cer-
tain rule of conduct to these gentlemen, and
it worked to perfection. I never impugned
their motives, nor denied myself to them
when it was possible to see them; never mis-
led them, nor gave any one correspondent
the “start in the running.” If I had news
that could properly be given, I gave it. It
what I knew could not be given, I so informed
them frankly. I could not give “interviews.”
My acquaintanceship extended to every
American correspondent in Havana. No
more sincere sympathy, consideration, and
forbearance were shown me than by these
correspondents. During the sittings of the
court of inquiry, when I could not properly
converse on the subject of the investigations,
I gave them no word of news, though they
were under extreme pressure to provide news.
Their approval in the matter was expressed
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GROUP OF PETTY OFFICERS ON BOARD THE “MAINE.”

The two whose names are added above were saved. At least eleven were Killed. The others
were not attached to the ship at the time of the explosion.

both-sentimentally and tangibly when I was
leaving Havana, of which more later.
Every mail brought me many letters from
the United States and abroad. In the ag-
gregate there were hundreds of them.
More than half were letters of approval and
commendation. Many were from the families
of the dead and wounded men. The latter
were answered at once; the former so far as
opportunity permitted, but many remain un-
answered because of the constant emergency
that has pressed upon me since the loss of
the Maine. Although I read every letter from
mourning relatives, to reply to them person-
ally, in view of the harrowing nature of their
contents, when coupled with my burdensome
duties, was beyond my power of restraint. It
was touching to note that most of them con-
tained apologies for appealing to me while
I was burdened with other duties. They were
indorsed by me with suitable directions as to
writing or telegraphing, and then given over
to Chaplain Chidwick and Naval Cadet Hol-
den forreply. From what I have written, it
may be inferred that Chaplain Chidwick did
this duty thoroughly well. So did Mr. Hol-
den; he was my right hand, in many ways,
at Havana, and saved me work and anxiety
374

in many directions. His judgment, ability,
and sense of duty and loyalty were strikingly
admirable. He is one of the best examples
of what the Naval Academy can evolve, when
the basic material is of the right kind.

My personal relations with General Blanco
and Admiral Manterola, and, in fact, with
all the Spanish officials, remained cordial un-
til the last; there was no interruption what-
ever. Soon after the explosion I received a
personal visit from Admiral Manterola at the
Hotel Inglaterra. He wasaccompanied by his
aide, a lieutenant in the Spanish navy. Our
interpreter was a very intelligent clerk of
the hotel, Mr. Gonzales. Admiral Manterola
had ordered an inquiry, on the part of the
Spanish government, into the cause of the
explosion. We talked freely, because I de-
sired to let it be known that I had no fear
of an investigation and believed that the
United States would be impartial.

The admiral assumed from the first that
the explosion was from the interior of the
vessel. He asked if the dynamo-boilers had
not exploded. I told him we had no dynamo-
boilers. He said that the plans of the vessel,
as published, showed that the guncotton
store-room, or magazine, was forward near
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the zone of the explosion. He was informed
that those plans had been changed, and that
the guncotton was stowed aft, under the
captain’s cabin, where the vessel was virtu-
ally intact. He pointed out that modern
gunpowders were sometimes very unstable.
This was met by the remark that our powder
was of the old and stable brown prismatic
kind, and that we had no fancy powder. He
referred to the probable presence of boilers,
lighted, near the forward coal-bunkers, which
were adjacent to the magazines. This again
was met with the remark that for three
months no boiler in the forward boiler-com-
partment had been lighted; that whilein port
thetwoaftermost boilers in the ship had been
doing service.

- Apparently Admiral Manterola was not
inclined to accept anything but an interior
cause. I remarked that our own investiga-
tion would be exhaustive, and that every
possible interior cause would be included.
He seemed desirous of knowing the ten-
dercy of my views, and I was equally con-
cerned to know what he thought. Iventured
to say that a few persons of evil disposition,
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with conveniences at hand, if so inclined,
could have blown up the Maine from the out-
side; that there were bad men everywhere
as well as good men. He turned to the in-
terpreter and said something which I could
not understand; evidently he did not like
that view. I caught enough of the inter-
preter’s protest to him, and also of the aide’s,
to understand that they advised him to be
conciliatory toward me. Their glances were
directed toward him to the same effect. I
appeared not to observe anything unusual,
but went on to say that any investigation
which did not consider all possible exterior
causes, as well as all possible interior causes,
would not be accepted asexhaustive,and that
the United States government would not
come to any conclusion in advance as to
whether the cause was exterior or interior.
He conceded the point very politely, and
soon after the visit terminated in the usual
friendly way.

The work done on the wreck of the Maine
was continuous almost from the first. On the
afternoon of March 1 there was a great

demonstration on the water and along the
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THE COURT OF INQUIRY ON BOARD THE “MANGROVE.”

water-front. Aeérial bombs were thrown up
for some hours, and the excitement intensi-
fied toward sundown. Shortly after sundown
the Spanish armored cruiser Vizeaya arrived
from New York. Her entrance excited great
enthusiasm among the Spaniards. Many
boats and steamers were present to give her
welcome. There were streamers and flags
flying on shore,and the wharves were crowded
with people. It was reported to me that there
were cries of “Down with the Americans!”
It was different from an American demon-
stration; it was childlike, even pathetic.
Lieutenant-Commander Cowles of the Fern
and I went on shore in the thick of the crowd,
pressed through the narrow gateway leading
from the Machina to the citystreets, and pur-
sued our way quite as usual. After the ar-
rival of the Vizeaya Americans at Havana
remained serene in the knowledge of that
fine fleet over at Tortugas. The Maine was
a thing of the past, but the fleet was a thing
of the future. Bythat timetheatmosphereat
Havana was waxing volcanic with the prom-
ise of war, but the Spaniards apparently gave
no heed to our fleet, which could then have
destroyed Havana in short order.
Lieutenant-Commander Cowles, as the
Junior in rank, made the first visit of cere-
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mony to Captain Fulate of the Vizeaya, and
informed him that I was quartered on board
the Fern. Captain Eulate then visited me on
board. I was in citizen’s clothes, having lost
all my uniforms. A seaman of the Fern in-
terpreted for us. Captain Eulate addressed
himself chiefly to Lieutenant-Commander
Cowles until the interpreter chanced to
mention my name, when Captain Eulate
turned in surprise and asked if I was Captain
Sigsbee of the Maine. He took in the sit-
uation at once, arose, and, with an exclama-
tion, threw his arms about me and gave
expression to his sympathy. He afterward
spoke pleasantly of his rather extensive ac-
quaintance with United States naval officers.

On March 5 the Spanish armored cruiser
Almarante Oquendo, a sister ship of the Vaiz-
caya, arrived at Havana amid demonstrations
similar to those which had greeted the Viz-
caya. Then the Spanish element of the
populace was steeped in happiness and con-
tentment. The lost power of the sunken
Maine was manifestly exceeded by that of
the Spanish ships. Assuredly there was much
reason for their exhibition of pride, for the
Spanish cruisers were fine specimens of na-
val architecture. They were visited day after
day by the people of Havana, and were, there-
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fore, almost constantly surrounded by boats
during visiting-hours. The two cruisers were
much alike. A bead or molding under the
coat of arms on the stern was painted black
on one and yellow on the other, and this was
about as striking a distinction as could be
observed. Once when I remarked to Captain
Eulate the similarity, he smiled and claimed
there was a difference in his favor: the Viz-
caya had a silk flag and some Galician bag-
pipers, which the Ogquendo had not.

After the arrival of the Vizeaya I was
informed that the Fern would soon leave
Havana to take food to the reconcentrados
In other ports. It was intended that I and
others, including the divers, should quarter
ourselves aboard the Mangrove. 1 reported
to Rear-Admiral Sicard that the Mangrove
had not quarters sufficient for us. It was
necessary to safeguard the health of the
divers very carefully; their work in the foul
water of the harbor compelled this. It was
also pointed out that I would be left without
uniformed officers to employ for naval visits
and courtesies. Accordingly,the Montgomery,
Commander George A. Converse, arrived on
March 9, to relieve the Fern, which left the
same day. The Montgomery is a handsome
and efficient ship, and presented a fine ap-
pearance from the city.

This relief of vessels gave rise to an inci-
dent which, by confusion, has produced the
impression, rather wide-spread in the United
States, that the Maine’s berth was shifted
by the Spanish officials after her arrival at
Havana. It has already been stated herein
that she remained continuously at the same
mooring-buoy. It was stated in the first of
these papers (in the November number, page
83) that the Maine lay at buoy No. 4, as shown
on Chart 307 of the United States Hydro-
graphic Othice. It should have been said, buoy
No. 5, this buoy having commonly been known
at Havana as No.4. The Legazpi lay at buoy
No. 3, and the Alfonso at buoy No. 4 (of
Chart 307), when the Maine arrived. The
Fern had been lying at the buoy nearest the
Machina and the wreck of the Maine, No. 4
of Chart 307, the same that had served for
the Alfonso XII prior to the explosion. In
expectation of the arrival of the Montgomery,
the Fern had procured a pilot in the forenoon
of the 9th. The prospective coming of the
Montgomery had been announced to the
Spanish officials, and it had been arranged
with the pilot that the Montgomery should
succeed to the Fern’s buoy. To avoid con-
fusion, the Fern vacated the buoy several
hours in advance of the Montgomery’s arrival,
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and rode to her own anchor near the wreck.
As soon as she had shifted her berth, a
Spanish naval officer, representing the cap-
tain of the port, visited the Fern, and in-
formed me that a buoy to the southward of
the wreck, No. 6 of Chart 307, would be given
to the Montgomery, as the Alfonso XII was
under orders from Admiral Manterola to
take the moorings vacated by the Fern. I at
once sent an officer to Admiral Manterola
with a note, requesting that the Montgomery
be permitted to take the Fern’sbuoy,—inview
of 1ts close proximity to the wreck,—if con-
sistent with the necessities of the Spanish
ship. The Alfonso XII reached the buoy
before the officer reached the admiral. A
prompt reply was returned, saying that the
change had been made in order that the
Spanish cruiser might be near the Machina,
which was more convenient for the prosecu-
tion of work on her boilers, but that she would
be moved back if I so desired. Before I could
make known my wishesthe Alfonso X1I hauled
off and took her old berth. I then visited
Admiral Manterola personally, and requested
that the Alfonso XII keep the Fern’s buoy,
and that I be permitted to anchor the Mont-
gomery where the Fern was then lying. The
admiral would not entertain the proposition,
but courteously insisted that the Montgomery
should have the desired buoy. He stated that
the captain of the port had mistaken his
orders, or that there had been a misunder-
standing of some kind. The Montgomery
took the buoy when she arrived later in the
day. Frankly, I preferred that buoy for the
further reason that it had been used for
the Alfonso XII, from which I judged that
the berth would be free from mines, if any
existed.

I had received no assurance that the har-
bor was not mined, and was of the opinion
that the Maine had been blown up from the
outside, irrespective of any attachment of
culpability to the Spanish authorities. It had
been made sufliciently plain that those au-
thorities were not taking measures to safe-
guard our vessels. There were two ways of
regarding this omission: first, that they be-
lieved that there was no need for safeguard-
ing; secondly, that if there was need, they
would not, as a question of policy, seem to
make the admission. It would have been
mincing matters to infer that I had not the
right to act in all proper ways according to
any suspicions, just or unjust. The situation
1n which I found myself was not one to in-
spire me with perfect trust in my fellow-
men. There being no proof of culpability in
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any direction, suspicion was the logical guide
to precautionary measures.

[ regretted the assignment of so valuable
a ship as the JMMontgomery to service In
Havana, notwithstanding she was sent to
support me in my wishes for naval environ-
ment. The Fern was preferred as sufficiently
serving the purpose. However, I took up my
quarters on board the Montgomery, where I
received the kind attentions of Commander
Converse.

The first night of the Montgomery in port
was marked by a ludicrous incident-—ludi-
crousinthe termination, although ratherseri-
ous in its first stage of development. About
8 P.M. Commander Converse and I had de-
cided to go in company to make a visit of
courtesy to the members of the court of
inquiry on board the Mangrove. The gig had
b=en called away when Commander Converse
informed me that a most remarkable tapping
sound had been reported from the lower for-
ward compartments of the ship, but could not
be precisely located. We were heading to the
eastward, broadside to broadside with the
Vizenya, which was on our port heam and very
near. Weresolved toinvestigate. Continued
reports were demanded. The sound grew In
distinctness; there was a regular tapping
like that of an electrical transmitter. I rec-
ommended that the beats be timed. They
were two hundred and forty a minute—a
multiple of sixty; therefore, clockwork.
That was serious. The crew, being forward,
did not like the appearance of things: they
did not mind square fighting, but clockwork
under the keel was not to their liking.
There were some of the survivors of the
Maine on board, including the captain. |
called for more reports, and directed that
some one’s ear be applied to the riding-cable,
and that a boat be sent to listen at the
mooring-buoy, to note if the sound was
transmitted through the water. The sound
grew in volume and could be located under
a port compartment, well forward. A boat
was sent outside to probe with an oar. No-
thing wasdiscovered. Theboundsofpatience
were no longer conterminous with the limits
of international courtesy, so the bottom of
the ship was swept with a rope by means of
boats. Other boats were sent to ride at the
extreme ends of the lower booms by way of
patrol. I lost control of my temper, and re-
marked that one might get as well used to
blowing up as to hanging, but once was
enough. The tapping never ceased, but be-
gan to draw slowly aft. It was reported as
most distinct at the port gangway, then was
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heard most clearly in the port shaft-alley,
which was abaft the gangway. Here was the
suggestion of a solution. The Montgomery’s
heading was noted: she was slowly swinging,
head to the southward; so was the Viz-
caya. A man was sent to note if the sound
continued in the forward compartment. It
had ceased. The cause was clear: the sound
had continued to be most audible in that
part of the Montgomery that was nearest the
Vizeaya, as the vessels swung at their moor-
ings. It came from the Vizeaya through the
water. Commander Converse and I had
heroically resolved to remain on board and
take our chances. We remained on hoard,
but not heroically. A day or two afterward,
when Captain Eulate came on hoard, we told
him of our “scare,” to our mutual amuse-
ment. He said that the number of heats a
minute showed that the sound came from
his dynamo or from his circulating-pump.
Nevertheless, the evening in question had
not been a pleasant one.

[ have already mentioned that the Spanish
men-of-war were vigilant in certain directions
as to themselves and not to the Monigomery.
My orders to make a friendly visit had not
heen countermanded. I lived up to my orders
to the best of my ability, but the situation
was daily growing more tense. Immutable
law seemed to be impelling Spain and the
United States toward war. While abhorring
war, as causing more severe and sustained
suffering among women and children than
among combatant men, I grew gradually into
such a condition of mind that I, in common
with many of my fellow-countrymen, was not
averse to war with Spain.

During the latter part of the visit of the
Montgomery I believed that her presence In
Havana was no longer desirable. Unless she
was protected from without, she was unneces-
sarily risked. The presence in the harbor
of the Vizecaya and the Oguendo ofiset any
moral effect that could be produced by a
single United States war-vessel. It was my
opinion that no United States naval force
should be employed at Havana uniess ag-
oressively, and then outside the harbor. It
had become impossible for the United States
to fly its flag in security for the protection
of its citizens. In that connection one could
well “remember the Maine.” 1 recommended
that the Montgomery be ordered away, and
she was relieved by the Fern on March 17,
and Lieutenant-Commander Wainwright and
I transferred ourselves to the fern.

It was not my habit at Havana to court
serious conversation as to Spanish policies,
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but, naturally, the views of people of differ-
ent shades of opinion came to me. Intel-
ligent Cubans declared that Spain desired
war with the United States as the most
honorable way of relinquishing Cuba. They
sald that Spain had been preparing for the
former event for two years, and pointed to
the strong fortifications on the sea-front and
the absence of fortifications on the land side
of the city. A Cuban lawyer of the highest
standing, who was closely connected with the
politics of the island, and who was willing to
accept some degree of Spanish sovereignty,
asserted to me that Spain would fight with-
out regard to consequences; that she would
fight even though she knew that she would
be defeated. He appeared to base his belief
chiefly on the character of the Spanish peo-
ple. I wasalways very cautious as to express-
Ing any opinions of my own. I received views
without giving them. In reply to annexation
sentiments, 1t was my custom to say that
annexation was not a public question in the
United States.

Soon after the destruction of the Maine,
a gentleman came to me in the Hotel Ingla-
terra and tendered me a letter of sympathy
from General Maximo Gomez, commander-
in-chief of the Cuban army. The letter was
read to me. Iexpressed my gratitude for the
sentiments of General Gomez and accepted
them, but asked that the delivery of the
letter should be deferred until my departure
from Havana. It was delivered as requested.

The Maine sank in from five and a half to
six fathoms of water, and day by day settled
in the mud until the poop-deck was about
four feet under water. The first matter to
engross the attention of the government and
of the officers of the vessel was the care of
the wounded, the recovery and burial of the
dead, and the circulation of information
among the relatives of the officers and
crew. Next followed the question of wreck-
ing the vessel. Her value when she arrived
at Havana, with everything on board, was
about five million dollars. Even a casual
inspection of the wreck made it clear that
little could be done beyond investigation and
the recovery of the dead, except by the em-
ployment of the means of a wrecking com-
pany. The Mangrove removed certain parts
of the armament and equipment, and navy
divers were sent from the fleet at Key West
to do the preliminary work of searching the
wreck. Every naval vessel of large size is
provided with a diving outfit and has one or
more men trained to dive in armor. The gov-
ernment promptly began negotiations with
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wrecking companies, and, as soon as these
negotiations took form, Lieutenant-Com-
mander Wainwright was put in charge of
the wrecking operations and represented the
government in dealing with the wrecking
companies. Thereafter he was daily on or
about the wreck, at great risk to his health.

At first, bodies were found almost from
hour to hour, and were buried as soon as
prepared for burial. It was a sad sight at
the Machina landing, where bodies were to
be seen in the water alongside the sea-wall
at all times. To relieve the public eye of this
condition of affairs, a large lighter was ob-
tained and anchored near the wreck. On its
deck there was always a great pile of burial-
cases. To this lighter all bodies were then
taken as soon as recovered, and after being
prepared for burial, were at first taken to
the Colon Cemetery, and toward the last to
Key West; In the latter case they were
chiefly carried by the Coast Survey steamer
Bache, commanded by Lieutenant-Comman-
der William J. Barnette, U. S. N.

The work of the naval divers, chiefly a
work of Investigation, occupied about five
weeks and was commonly directed at the
zone of explosion, down in the forward part
of the wreck. The water of Havana harbor,
although filthy, 1s not so bad in winter as in
summer. Our men went down willingly and
did excellent service. After each diver had
completed his labors for the day he was
thoroughly washed with disinfectant. Every
article taken from the wreck, except those
of unwieldy size, was plunged into disinfect-
ing solution. It wasrecommended by Surgeon
Heneberger of the Maine, after conference
with Surgeon Brunner of the United States
Marine Hospital Service and others, that no
article of textile fabric should be used on
recovery, but that all should either be burned
or given to the acclimated poor of Havana.
This recommendation was adopted, and the
survivors of the Maine lost all of their cloth-
ing. Assistant Surgeon Spear was in charge
of the disinfecting processes.

February 19 was an eventful day. The
Bache had arrived with divers the day before,
but this day the Olivette brought more divers
and furtheroutfits. Ensign Frank H. Brumby
and Gunner Charles Morgan arrived from the
fleet to assist at the wreck. Isent the follow-
ing telegram to the Navy Department:

. . . One hundred and twenty-five coffins, con-
taining one hundred and twenty-five dead, now
buried: nine ready for burial to-morrow. . . .

Also the following telegram was received
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by General Lee from the Department of
State at Washington:

The government of the United States has al-
ready begun an investigation as to the causes of
the disaster to the Jlaine, through officers of the
navy specially appointed for that purpose, which
will proceed independently.

The government will afford every facility 1t can
to the Spanish authorities in whatever investiga-
tion they may see fit to make upon their part.

This despatch disposed of the question of
joint investigation. This day funeral ser-
vices were held at the cathedral over the re-
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of Ordnance. Captain Chadwick had been
United States naval attaché at London,
and chief of the Bureau of Equipment.
Lieutenant-Commander Potter had held
various positions of importance, especially
at the Naval Academy. Lieutenant-Com-
mander Marix knew the structure of the
Maine and her organization in every detail;
in fact, under a former commanding officer,
Captain Arent S. Crowninshield (now chief
of the Bureau of Navigation of the Navy
Department), he organized the crew of the
vessel. He is a highly intelligent, active, and
decisive officer. As commanding officer of
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mains of the Spanish colonel Ruiz, who had
been killed in December by order of an insur-
gent colonel. I desired to attend the funeral
with General Lee, in recognition of the pub-
lic demonstration of sympathy for our dead
made by the Spaniards, but reluctantly aban-
doned my intention because I had no suita-
ble garments to wear. Convention is strictly
drawn by the Spaniards in regard to funerals,
and one must wear uniform or civilian’s even-
ing dress; I had neither.

On the 21st the Mangrove returned from
Key West, bringing the members of the
court of inquiry, and the court convened on
board that vessel. I was the first witness.
The court was composed of Captain William
T. Sampson, at that time in command of the
battle-ship lowa,;Captain French E.Chadwick,
captain of the flagship New York; and Lieu-
tenant-Commander Willlam P. Potter, ex-
ecutive officer of the New York. The judge-
advocate was Lieutenant-Commander Adolph
Marix, who has already been mentioned as
having been at one time executive officer of
the Maine. It was a court which Inspired
confidence. All the members were scholarly
men. Admiral Sampson had been at the head
of the torpedo station, superintendent of
the Naval Academy, and chief of the Bureau

the Maine at the time of her destruction, I
was, in a measure, under fire by the court.
The constitution of the court pleased 1ne
oreatly. I desired to have the facts investi-
gated, not only on their merits, but in a way
to be convincing to the public, and I was
sure that this court of inquiry would deal
with the case exhaustively.

On the same day Commander Peral of the
Spanish court of inquiry visited the Man-
grove while I was on board, and conversed on
various matters. I had already provided him
with plans of the Muine, in order that he
might be prepared to pursue his independent
investigation without loss of time. General
Lee informed General Blanco of the expected
arrival of wrecking-vessels, and no obstacle
was put in the way of prosecuting the wreck-
ing work.

During the day various articles were re-
covered from my cabins: the silverware
presented to the vessel by the State of
Maine, my bicycle, a type-writing machine,
ete. The after-superstructure,in which were
my cabins, was the only part of the vessel
which was easily accessible to the divers.
Below that all was confusion. Everything
that was buoyant, including mattresses and
furniture, had risen to the ceiling, blocking
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the hatches. There was some comment as
to the recovery of my bicycle. I presume it
was in the way of the diver, and he got rid
of it by passing it out; or hL may have In-
tended to do me a kindness. It was ruined
for riding, of course. But I find I have

omitted to mention that certain articles of
greater importance were recovered prior to
the 21st. The first work done by the divers
was to secure these articles.

My earliest effort by means of the divers
was to secure the navy cipher code and the
signal-books. In this we were successful.
Next the magazine and shell-room keys were
sought. They had hung at the foot of my
bunk, on hooks, near the ceiling., At the
first attempt the diver failed to get them.
His failure gave me more of a shock than
the explosion itself. A missing key might
have meant that a magazine had been en-
tered against my knowledge, or that some
diver had been down at night and secured
the key. It was a case of treachery on board
or of an invitation to war. Lieutenant-Com-
mander Wainwright questioned the diver very
closely, and concluded that he had groped
about the head of my bunk instead of the
foot; so he was sent down again, with re-
peated instructions and deseriptions. This
time he brought up the keys, which were in
their bags. It appears that the mattress of
the bunk had been carried upward by its
buovancy and had lifted the bags off the
hooks. They were found just on top of the
mattress, immediately above the hooks on
which they had hung. The navigator, who
was also ordnance officer, found that the key
of every magazine and shell-room, including
all spare keys, had been recovered. My relief
was very great.

The next effort was to recover my private
correspondence with General Lee, which I
kept in a locked drawer in the bureau of my
state-room. Therewould have been no harm,
perhaps, in exhibiting these letters, but they
contained an offhand correspondence; there-
fore I preferred thattheyshould berecovered.
In groping within this drawer, the diver got
all he could take in his hands, for he could see
nothing. He came to the surface with the
papers, my watch, and my decoration of the
Red Eagle of Prussia, which had been given
me by Emperor William I of Germany, in
consideration of my deep-sea inventions, and
a gold medal which had been awarded me
by the International Fig eries Exhibition in
London for the same inventions. The latter
had been exhibited by the United States
Commission of Fish and Fisheries, or by the
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Smithsonian Institution, I have forgotten
which. The decoration and the watch had
associations not without public relation, and
I may be pardoned for a digression, to state
why they were of special value to me.

The decoration had been conferred on me
after six years’ hard work in deep-sea inven-
tion and investigation, in which I had given
the United States government freely all of
my 1nventions. The first tangible recognition
that I had received from any source came
from the Emperor of Germany, through the
(German minister, the State Department, and
the Navy Department. The Constitution of
the United States requires an act of Con-
gress to enable any United States official to
recelve a decoration or present from any
foreign potentate or power. The first public
recognition of my work from my own coun-
try was a prompt adverse report from the
Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs when
the question of allowing me to accept the
decoration came up in Congress. This was
disappointing, especially as the German min-
ister expressed concern; but, through the
courtesy of certain senatﬂrs the report was
referred back to the committee for recon-
sideration, and I was finally allowed to re-
ceive the decoration. The Inventions were
developed between the years 1874 and 1878,
while I had command of the Coast Survey
steamer Blalke, engaged in deep-sea explora-
tion for my own government, part of the
time 1n association with Professor Alexander
Agassiz. The Blake was afterward exhibited
at the Columbian Exposition at Chicago.
The principal part of her outfit on that oc-
casion consisted of my inventions or adapta-
tions. The judge in the class under which
the inventions came was Captain Concas? of
the Spanish navy, whom I had never met.
He recommended me personally foran award,
but when the question was considered by the
authorities at the exposition, it was decided
that the government, being the exhibitor,
should get the award, and the g{}vernment
got it. A high prw]lege of the nautical man,
high or low, here or there, 1s to grumble
away his grievances. Since 1t can probably
be shown that my inventions or fittings have
saved the United States government more
than one hundred thousand dollars, assuming
that i1t would have done, without their help,
the same work that it has done with them, it
may be claimed that I am exercising my privi-
lege with more than ordinary foundation.

1 Cantain Concas, it will be remembered, was in com-
mand of the Infanta Maria Teresa in the naval action
off Santiago de Cuba.
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My watch was not without marine his-
tory. It had been down in salt water three
times: once in Japan, many years ago, and
the second time in Cuba, about 1878. The
second submergence occurred while I was in
command of the Coast Survey steamer Blake,
engaged in deep-sea exploration in the Gulf
of Mexico. Professor Alexander Agassiz was
then associated with me for the dredging
work which was made a specialty that sea-
son. The Blake had been to Havana, where
she had obtained authority from the captain-
general to enter Bahia Honda, about forty-
five miles west of Havana. It was not a port
of entry. We were informed that directions
had been given there to afford us every facil-
ity for the prosecution of the scientific work
in which we were engaged. One afternoon,
while off Bahia Honda, our steel dredge-rope
fouled in the machinery and needed splicing,
a tedious operation, suggesting an anchorage
in port. It was also desired to enter for the
purpose of obtaining, if possible, a pilot for
the Colorado Reefs, to the westward, reefs
which have never been properly surveyed.
During the day a Spanish official boarded the
Blake, acting under directions from Havana,
and offered to send us a pilot 1f we should
make a signal for that purpose. When 1t was
decided, rather late in the day, to enter the
port, the usual signal for a pilot was made. I
could not enter without one, hecause it was too
late in the day to discern the channel clearly
from the bridge, and I had not the necessary
charts and books to inform myself. Under
certain conditions of daylight the channels
through coral formations can be seen dis-
tinctly. A boat under the Spanish flag put
off promptly from the Spanish fort, and one
of her people presented himself as a pilot.
In several minutes atter his acceptance he
grounded the Blalke badly, on hard rock bot-
tom, half a mile from shore. A few days
afterward a gale came on, and the sea made
quickly. We were on a lee shore. Officers
and crew, excepting a few of us, were landed
at the fort. By eight o’clock the sea was
beating heavily against the vessel, and she
was pounding hard. The pipesin her engine-
room began to crack, and there were indica-
tions that she would soon go to pieces. 1
then ordered that the joint of the Kingston
valve be opened, that the water might enter
the vessel and fill her up to the outside level.
She was flooded, and her buoyancy being de-
stroyed thereby, she ceased to pound. Then
the rest of us abandoned her for the night.
Afterward, during the efforts to get her off,
a tugboat from Havana, with an immense
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hawser made fast to the Blake, suddenly
surged on the hawser. It flew violently up-
ward and quivered under great tension. I
was then almost exactly under it. Believing
that when the reaction took place and the
hawser descended it would kill me and the
single man in the dinghy with me, I shouted
to him to get overboard. I myself jumped,
with the result that my watch was filled
with salt water. The Blake was afterward
floated, and completed a good season’s work.
The Spaniards had not thought that we could
save the vessel. I asked the superintendent
of the Coast Survey for a board or court of
inquiry. He replied by cable: “No court of
Inquiry necessary: hearty thanks and con-
gratulations to yourself, officers, and crew
for saving the Blake.”

It was ascertained that the man sent to
pilot us in was a common boatman who had
only recently arrived from Santiago de Cuba.
He knew absolutely nothing of the channel
into Bahia Honda. There were certain vexa-
tious incidents connected with that case.
The day after the grounding of the Blake,
a Spanish naval officer, under orders from
the Spanish admiral at Havana, arrived at
Bahia Honda on bhoard an American mer-
chant steamer, to make offer of assistance.
He was informed of our needs, whereupon
he returned to Havana. Nothing at all was
done by the Spaniards for our relief until
Professor Agassiz went to Havana, when,
by extraordinary efforts, he managed to get
from the navy-yard an anchor and a hawser.
No apology or expression of regret for the
orounding of the vessel was recelved, and
on the night of the grounding, when I sent
an officer ashore to a telegraph office about
six miles away, with a report to the superin-
tendent of the Coast Survey that I had been
orounded by a pilot, the censorship was ap-
plied to my despatch, and I was not allowed
to telegraph that there was a pilot on board,
for the reason, as given by the Spaniards,
that the man sent was not a pilot. On that
occasion, also, there was an exhibition of
courtesy. The governor of the province
visited the ship, and the captain of the port,
or the equivalent official, was almost constant
in his attendance on the vessel during the
daytime, as a matter of either courtesy or
observation. He gave us no assistance ex-
cept to advise us to get ashore as soon as a
oale came on. He said the sea would make
very rapidly. It is ~nly fair to say that there
was a féte at Huvana during the period
stated, which may have interfered with mea-
sures which otherwise might have been taken
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for our relief. A short time thereafter a
Spanish man-of-war met with disaster off
our coast: her people, as I now remember
the case, were rescued by a United States
revenue cutter, and were carefully cared for
on board the receiving-ship at New York.

When I took command of the St. Paul,
engaged in the war between Spain and the
United States, I thought it unwise again to
risk that watch in Cuban waters, so I left
it at home, and during the war wore a very
cheap watch. This recital is hardly perti-
nent to my narrative of the loss of the
Muine, but I have many times been asked
to state the circumstances connected with
the submergence of my watch the first time
in Cuba.

Toreturn to the wreck of the Maine, I find
that, up to the night of February 21, one
hundred and forty-three bodies had been re-
covered from the wreck and the harbor. On
this day Congress passed a joint resolution
appropriating two hundred thousand dollars
for wrecking purposes on the Maine. The
terms of the joint resolution were as fol-
lows:

That the Secretary of the Navybe and he ishere-
by authorized to engage the services of a wreck-
Ing company or companies having proper facilities
for the prompt and efficient performance of sub-
marine work for the purpose of recovering the
remains of officers and men lost on the United
States steamer J/uine, and of saving the vessel or
such parts thereof, and so much of her stores,
guns, material and equipment, fittings and ap-
purtenances, as may be practicable; and for this
purpose the sum of two hundred thousand dollars,
or s0 much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby
appropriated and made immediately available.

To this the following amendment was in-
corporated:

And for the transportation and burial of the
remains of the officers and men, so far as possible,

The Navy Department having signed con-
tracts with the Merritt & Chapman Wreck-
1ng Company of New York, and the Boston
Towboat Company, the wrecking-tug Right
Arm, belonging to the former company, left
Key West for Havana. The contract with
the companies put them under my directions
as to the kind of work to be done. They
were required to work at the recovery of
bodies as well as to engage in wrecking the
vessel. The tug Right Arm, Captain McGee,
arrived at Havana on the 23d and began op-
erations on the 24th. She did not remain
long. Thereafter the following vessels were
employed on the Maine: the steam-tug
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I. J. Merritt, the sea-barge F. R. Sharp, and
the floating derrick Chief, all for the New York
company, and the steam-tug Underwriter and
barge Lone Star, for the Boston company.
The wrecking work on the part of the con-
tractors was incharge of Captain F. R. Sharp,
an expert wrecker. During these days we
were often shocked by the sight of vultures
flying over the wreck or resting on the frames
projecting from the ruins of the central su-
perstructure. I sent the following telegram
to the Navy Department on the night of
the 24th:

Wrecking-tug Right Arm arrived yesterday.
Begins work to-day. Much encumbering metal
must be blasted away in detail. Navy divers
down aft seven days, forward four days. Bodies
of Jenkins and Merritt not found. Two unidenti-
fied bodies of crew found yesterday.

After-compartments filledwith detached, broken,
and buoyant furniture and fittings; mud and con-
fusion. Spanish authorities continue offers of
assistance, and care for wounded and dead. Every-
thing that goes from wreck to United States should
be disinfected. Wrecking company should provide
for this.

Surgeonof Haine,after consultationwith others,
recommended that all bedding and clothing should
be abandoned. Might go to acclimated poor. Use-
less fittings and equipment might be towed to sea
and thrown overboard.

Will take all immediate responsibility, but
invite department’s wishes. Shall old metal of
superstructure and the like be saved? Friends of
dead should understand that we are in the tropics.
Chaplain Chidwick charged with all matters rela-
tive to dead. His conduet is beyond praise.

Don’t know what reports are being printed, but
the intensely active representatives of press here
have been very considerate of me and my position.}

The Secretary of the Navy approved my rec-
ommendations and authorized me to use my
own judgment.

United States Senator Redfield Proctor
arrived at Havana on board the Olivette, from
Key West, on the 26th. I met him frequently
during his visit, which was wholly occupied
In a personal investigation of the condition
of affairs in the island. His speech in the
Senate relative to Cuban affairs is well re-
membered for its great effect on the public
mind in the United States. Afterward a
party of United States senators and mem-
bers of Congress visited Havana on board a
private yacht, with the same object in view
as that which inspired the visit of Senator

1T believe the last paragraph was written in response
to a telegram from the Secretary of the Navy in rela-
tion to certain publications purporting to give informa-
tion emanating from me.
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Proctor. This party consisted of Senator
Money of Mississippi, Senator Thurston of
Nebraska, Representative Cummings of New
York, and Representative W. A. Smith of
Michigan. They were accompanied by other
gentlemen and by several ladies, including
Mrs. Thurston. The party soon left for Ma-
tanzas to see the condition of things in the
neighborhood of that city. We were greatly
shocked to learn that Mrs. Thurston, who
had visited the Montgomery, apparently in
good health and spirits while in Havana,
had died suddenly on board the yacht in the
harbor of Matanzas.

During this period the Bache was occa-
sionally carrying wounded to Tortugas. The
slow recovery of bodies and the organization
of our work made it possible by the 28th to
send bodies to Key West for burial, and the
Bache was employed for this sad service. On
the 23th the Bache left for Tortugas with
five wounded men. They were sent to Tor-
tugas to forestall a quarantine at Key West
because of the unfavorable reputation of the
Havana hospitals. On this trip she carried
one unrecognized body to Key West for
burial. This was the first body that was
buried in our own soil.

On March 2, the day after the arrival of
the 17izeaya, the Spanish divers made their
first descent. They continued theilr work
almost daily until March 19, commonly with
only one diver down at a time, but occa-
sionally with two. Their time spent in diving
aggregated two days twenty-two hours and
tenminutes for a single diver—a fairamount,
but not comparable with the time occupied
by the United States divers. The Spaniards
worked chiefly from a position outside the
ship, forward on the starboard side. To us
it appeared that they devoted considerable
attention to the locality outside of the Maine.
Their operations were quite distinet from
ours; each party pursued its own course
undisturbed by the other.

The naval divers of the United States
who gave testimony were Gunner Charles
Morgan of the New York, Chief Gunner’s
Mate Andrew Olsen and Gunner’s Mate
Thomas Smith of the fowa, Gunner’s Mates
W. H. F. Schluter and Carl Rundquist of
the New York, and Seaman Martin Redan of
the Maine. For the wrecking companies the
divers were Captain John Haggerty and
William H. Dwyer, both men of great div-
Ing experience. I think nearly all the young
officers of the line of the navy associated
with me at that time begged to be allowed
to dive in armor at times when points in-
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volving close decision came up. KEnsign
Charles S. Bookwalter, Ensign Powelson,
and Naval Cadet Holden, certainly offered
their services, and I think Naval Cadet Clu-
verius also.

I found Captain Pedro del Peral of the
Spanish navy, who was in charge of the
Spanish investigation, a highly intelligent
and most agreeable officer. His relations
with me were always pleasant. It did not
appear to us that the superintendence of the
Spanish diving work was as thorough as our
own. Doubtless Captain Peral had his own
way of doing things, without respect to our
views; nevertheless, the Spanish official in-
vestigation lacked the scientific and sifting
quality that characterized that of the United
States.!

As already said, General Blanco had heen
promised that no American newspaper cor-
respondents should be permitted to enter
into any investigation of the Maine. His
request was hardly necessary, but I saw that
his wishes were fulfilled. The ubiquitous
American newspaper correspondent could
not be denied, however. It caused our
officers some amusement to see occasion-
ally a certain newspaper correspondent
sitting.in the stern of the Spanish divers’
boat while it was working on the wreck. I
made no objection. The incident put me on
the better side of any contention that might
arise, and it was not believed that the cor-
respondent would gather much information
worthy of publication. This particular cor-
respondent afterward said that the Spaniards
knew that he was an American, but allowed
him to make his visits, believing that he was
actuated only by a purely scientific spirit of
observation.

It was fortunate that Ensign Wilfred V. N.
Powelson was serving on board the Fern.
His services to the court were of inestimable
value. Ensign Powelson had been the head
man of hisclassatthe Naval Academy. After
ograduation and a short service in the line he
began a course of study in naval architecture
at Glasgow, Scotland, with a view of enter-
ing the Corps of Naval Constructors. At
the end of the first year in Glasgow he de-
cided to remain a line officer, whereupon he
was allowed to discontinue the course and
resume his previous duties. Naval architec-
ture and naval construction were taught at
the United States Naval Academy in fair
degree also. The scientific tendencies of

1 The report of the Spanish commission is contained
in Document No. 405, House of Representatives, Fifty-
fifth Congress, Second Session.
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Ensign Powelson and his studies at the
Naval Academy and at Glasgow gave him a
special fitness for the investigation of the
wreck, which he pursued with unceasing in-
terest and care. Under the direction of Lieu-
tenant-Commander Wainwright, he ordered,
in the largest degree, the details of the opera-
tions of the divers. His system was admira-
ble. He would have the divers
measure different parts of the
submerged structural fea-
tures of the vessel, and,
in case of doubt,would
have more than one
divertakemeasure-
mentsof thesame
parts. Then he
would refer
these measure-
ments to the
detailed draw-
ings of the
Maine, which
we ltad in abun-
dance. In this
way hewouldshow
beyondquestionthe
precise position that
the several parts had
occupledinthestructure
of the Maine. Forexample:
If a piece of the bottom of
the outside plating of the
vessel had a certain longi-
tudinal measurement between frames, he
would show that the piece must have come
between certain frames. By measuring the
transverse width of the plate and other di-
mensions, he would demonstrate that it could
have come only from a certain position be-
tween those frames. If there was a man-
hole plate, he would show that it could be
only a certain manhole plate, the precise
position of which when intact he could refer
to the drawing. Hewould question the divers
and formulate their reports. Then his testi-
mony before the court, verified by the testi-
mony of the divers, would go on the record
of the court for consideration. Through
this careful method of investigation it was
ascertained that at frame 17 the bottom
plating of the ship had been forced up so as
to be four feetabove the surface of the water,
or thirty-four feet above where it would
have been had the ship sunk uninjured; also
that the vertical and flat keels had been simi-
larly forced up in a way that could have been
produced only by a mine exploded under the
bottom of the ship.

VoL. LVIL.—50.
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When the court had concluded its labors
at Havana, I desired to relieve myself of the
neutral condition of mind in which I had
thoughtit proper to continue while the court’s
investigation proceeded. There was, natu-
rally, no indication from the court as to the
character of its findings. I invited Ensign
Powelson to formulate his views as to the

initial seat of the explosion, in

a written report to me. His
testimony before the court
of inquiry had been a
recitation of details.
His report to me
embraces his own
reasoning  and

. conclusions. 1

r{ ,Zw; wished the
- 2 truth and no-
. thing but the
truth, ana 1
wished it as

| disconnected
from my own
. X% suspicions and
9/ prejudices. En-
sign  Powelson’s
5  report in connection
with the testimony
of others before the
court convinced me that I
could accept my own views
which had been allowed
to lie dormant. I never
believed any other theory than that the
Maine was blown up from the outside, but I
should have surrendered my view to an ad-
verse finding of the court based on adequate
ground. The murder of two hundred and
fifty sleeping and unoffending men is too
great a crime to charge against any man’s
soul without proof.

As might have been expected, the court
investigated first the probability of an inte-
rior cause. The discipline of the ship and the
precautions taken against explosion from the
inside, whether fortuitous or as the result of
treachery, were subjected to careful inquiry.
The testimony, as connected with a possible
Interior cause, apparently reduced that as-
pect of the case to the consideration of a
single “pocket” coal-bunker on the port
side, adjoining the six-inch reserve magazine.
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. The counterpart of this bunker on the star-

board side was in use on the day of the ex-
plosion, and was therefore outside the realm
of suspicion. Only the two aftermost boilers
of the ship were in use. The pocket-bunker
which was most seriously in question had
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been full of coal in a stable condition for
three months. Its temperature had been
regularly taken, and the temperatures of the
magazine adjoining it had been taken every
day and recorded. The bunkers were pro-
vided with electrical alarms of unusual sen-
sitiveness, the indications of which were re-
corded onaringing annunciator near my cabin
door. It so happened, fortunately for the in-
vestigation, that the bunker in question was
the most exposed on its outer surface of all in
the ship. It was exposed on three sides. On
the deck above the magazine it formed three
sides of a passageway which was traversed
many times a day, and the hands of officers
and men were placed on the sides of the
bunker, unconsciously, in passing that way.
Certain lounging-places for the crew were
bounded by the walls of that bunker. Its
temperature was taken on the day of the ex-
plosion. In the testimony before the court
there seemed to arise hardly a suspicion in
any direction pointing to an interior cause,
fufther than that this bunker was full of
coal and was, in fact, next to a magazine.
A strong point was the fact that the boilers
next those forward bunkers had not been
active for three months On the contrary,
there were many facts developed which con-
spired to indicate that the primary explosion
was outside the vessel.

Soon after the court had begun its inves-
tigation it appeared to the members, and also
to General Lee, that there was no longer any
objection to permitting the Spanish authori-
ties to begin their independent investigation
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by means of diving in and about the wreck.
It was suggested that I invite the Spanish
authorities to begin operations. I declined,
although willing to have them proceed. At
that time I had full control of the Maine,
and remembered that the Spanish authorities
had previously assumed a dictatorial position
in reference to my command. I therefore de-
clined to move in the matter except with the
express authorization of the United States
government, thinking it a very essential
point that no access to the Maine should be
given 1n advance of that authorization. The
question was referred, as desired; the author-
ity was given me, and I was content, because
it was my sincere belief that the Spanish
government had at least a strong moral right
to investigate the wreck of the Muaine.

The Spanish investigation was ordered
immediately after the explosion. In fact,
the Spanish commission began taking testi-
mony one hour thereafter, the first witness
being Ensign Manuel Tamayo, who was offi-
cer of the deck of the Alfonso XII at the
time of the explosion. In my conversation
with Spanish officers, in which frankness
seemed to be the rule, they placed great
stress on certain phenomena attending the
explosion, such, for example, as the column
of flame or water thrown up, the concussion
on shore, and on board the ships in the har-
bor, the waves propagated in the harbor, the
apparent absence of dead fish in the water
after the explosion, etc., all of which were
very proper to be considered for what they
were worth. The United States court of in-
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quiry took up these points also, but the gen-
eral tenor of its investigation was much more
rigid. As to the number of fish killed, it was
sald by certain people that there were not
many fish in the harbor of Havana, even in
the daytime, and that at night they took to
the sea outside, but it is believed that no
great weight was attached to this statement
on our side. Our own officers knew that, of
the many fish commonly thrown to the sur-
face by the explosion of a submarine torpedo,
most of them are merely stunned, and if left
undisturbed will swim away in a short time.

No American, so far as I know, appeared
before the Spanish court or commission, and
no Spaniard before the American court; but
a foreigner, a resident of Havana for many
years, gave testimony before the latter.
According to his own account, this witness
must have held the opinion that he was in a
country where distasteful people were likely
to be murderously dealt with. It is not clear,
therefore, why he chose to testify and run
into danger. I formed the suspicion that he
was a detective, and gave no credence to his
unsupported testimony;I doubt that anybody
else did.

It seems unlikely that the agency which
produced the explosion of the Maine will
always remain unknown. It will be sought:
with more persistency than has been brought
to bear on the investigation of the first land-
ing-place of Columbus, the final resting-place
of his remains, or the identity of the “iron
mask.” "

The eourt of inquiry was obliged to meet
in turn both at Key West and Havana, be-
causethe Maine’speople had beendistributed.
The Mangrove, with the court aboard, left
Havana for Key West on February 26, re-
tfurned on March 5, and left finally on
March 15. It completed its report at Key
West on March 21, one month after its first
sitting at Havana. On March 28 its report
was transmitted to Congress in a message
from the President of the United States.
The rapid movement of events toward war
with Spain after the reception by Congress
of the President’s message is a matter of
current history; so is the downfall of Span-
ish colonization through the operations of
the United States army and navy.

After the court had completed its work
at Havana, the wrecking operations on the
Maine, under the direction of Lieutenant-
Commander Wainwright,—who had as an
assistant Naval Cadet Cluverius, a very
able and conscientious young officer,— be-
came the event of chief interest. Nearly, if
not quite, all her guns were recovered, but
not those in the turrets. The breech-blocks
of the after-turret guns were recovered and
saved. I had recommended that bags of
crystal acid be put into the chambers of the
turret guns to eat away the tubes, but I
doubt that this was done.

The forward half of the Maine was dis-
torted and disintegrated beyond repair. She
was hardly worth raising for any practical
purpose whatever, but it took time com-
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pletely todevelop this conclusion. Toward the
last, the wrecking force having removed all
the parts above water that could be detached
by ordinary means, Captain Sharp desired to
use dynamite, in small charges or in the form
of tape, to blast away connecting parts in
detail. He requested me to apply to the
Spanish officials for authority to import
about two hundred pounds of dynamite. I
made known his wishes to General Lee, who
reported them to the Spanish authorities,
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felt deeply by both of us. He then presented
to me, in behalf of the American press corre-
spondents in Havana, a beautiful floral piece
which had been brought on board. I replied
In a short address, in which I returned
thanks and expressed my appreciation of
the kind forbearance that had been shown
to me by the gentlemen of the press in
Havana. The parting was a solemn one to
me, and, I think, to all present. The small
American colony which had held together

THE STARBOARD SIDE OF THE WRECK.
FROM A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN AT SIX O'CLOCK ON THE MORNING AFTER THE EXPLOSION.

with a request from me that a place be
named where the dynamite might be kept.
General Blanco bluntly, even contentiously,
refused the request. This virtually re-
duced the wrecking work to the recovery
of armament, equipment, and fittings. The
Navy Department then informed me that it
did not approve the use of dynamite. The sit-
uation, by that time, was strained beyond re-
lief. On March 26 all of the Maine’s officers
except Lieutenant-Commander Wainwright
were detached and left Havana for Key
West by the Olivette, Wainwright remaining
behind to represent the government in con-
nection with the wrecking companies. Gen-
eral Lee, many American newspaper corre-
spondents, and other gentlemen, and a few
ladies, came on board to see us off. After a
time we were invited into the dining-cabin.

Attention was soon demanded by General:

Lee, who made a short and touching address
to me in which he showed much feeling. He
and I had worked together so completely in
unison during the stress of the great disaster
that the breaking of the bond could not but be

in close sympathy during the whole trying
period following the loss of the Maine was
now breaking up; and the interruption of
friendly relations with Spain was at hand.
I was completely taken by surprise by this
friendly demonstration of the newspaper
correspondents. Since I had been able to
do but little for them in their official char-
acters, it pleased me greatly that I had
nevertheless won their private regard. I find
that it takes a strong effort of moral cour-
age to refer in this way to gentlemen of the
press,—one’s motive may so easily be mis-
construed, —but to one who will try to fancy
himself in the position that I occupied at
Havana, the gratification that I have ex-
pressed, and my desire to express it far more
strongly, should be apparent.

On leaving Havana, I disliked exceedingly
to have Lieutenant-Commander Wainwright
remain behind. My first official act after-
ward, when I arrived at the Navy Depart-
ment, was to recommend that he be relieved.
He had had a long and difficult tour of duty
in connection with the wreck, during which
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EXPERT DIVER ANDREW OLSEN PREPARING TO DESCEND.

he had borne up nobly. On the day after our body, on April 9. General Lee left on
departure from Key West, the Bache returned board the Fern, with Lieutenant-Commander
to Havana harbor, with Captain Chadwick, Cowles. As the Fern steamed out of the
as senior member of a board, in association harbor derisive whistles from people on shore
with Lieutenant-Commanders Cowles and were heard.

Wainwright, to determine the final disposi- My duties at Havana were confined so
tion that should be made of the wreck. They : specifically to certain features of the situa-
soon after reported adversely as to further tion that I was not personally cognizant of
measures. Wrecking operations were there- much that was going on about me, and con-
fore abandoned. Lieutenant-Commander cerning which I regret that I am not better
Wainwright left Havana about April5; Gen- informed. For example, there was much

eral Lee and the American citizens, as a kindness shown by kind-hearted people to
389
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our men at the hospital at Havana. I re-
member conspicuously the attentions of
Sister Mary Wilberforce and Mr. Charles
Carbonell. The Spanish surgeon in charge
of the hospital at Havana should not be for-
gotten: every report that came to me from
the hospital showed that he gave our men
the very best care to be had in that institu-
tion. The report of the Spanish commission
of investigation shows that helpfulness was
wide-spread among the Spaniards. At Key
West the wounded were cared for in the hos-
pital at the army barracks and in the marine
hospital near the fort. The citizens of Key
West were most kind to the wounded men.
On arriving in Washington, I reported to
the Hon. John D. Long, Secretary of the
Navy. He received me with great consider-
ation and took me to the Executive Mansion,
where he presented me to President Mec-
Kinley, who greeted me cordially and with
kind words. My immediate official connec-
tion with the disaster to the Maine may be
said to have ended on the night of April 2,
when a reception was given for me at the
Arlington Hotel in Washington by the
National Geographical Society, of which 1
am a member; it was under the direction of
the president of the society, Professor Alex-
ander Graham Bell, assisted by some of his
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associates. The reception was attended by
the President of the United States, the
Vice-President, the Secretary of the Navy,
and many distinguished gentlemen, official
and private, in Washington at that time.
Ladies were present in equal number with
the men. I greatly regretted that, through”
force of adverse circumstances, I was the
only representative of the Maine present.
Perhaps no more distinctive personal honor
has ever been paid by the President of the
United States to an officer than that shown
me that night. My only regret was that 1t
could not, in some way, have found a place
on the files of the Navy Department. An
officer whose life is spent in the naval ser-
vice is keenly alive in all matters affecting
his official record.

On arriving in the United States I was
deeply disappointed to find that there was no
battle-ship the command of which wasvacant.
I had hoped for an immediate command of
thatnature, somevesselatleastaslargeasthe
Muaine, as a mark of the continued confidence
of the government, officially and publicly ex-
pressed. I mentioned my regret to the Presi-
dent and the Secretary of the Navy. The day
after the reception I told the Secretary of
the Navy that I withdrew all question as to
the size of a command, and was desirous of
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THE WRECKING-BOAT “CHIEF” AT WORK ON THE “MAINE.”

accepting any command where I could be of
service. With great consideration, the sec-
retary soon gave me the command of the
auxiliary cruiser St. Paul, which was proba-
bly the largest man-of-war ever commanded
by anybody. Her displacement was sixteen
thousand tons, or over four thousand tons
more than that of our largest battle-ship,
the Jowa. She was under complete man-of-
war organization.

While in Washington I was directed to
- appear before the Committees on Foreign
Relations in the Senate and the House. The
committees questioned me freely on points
tending to amplify the investigation of the
court of inquiry. One of the committees
desired to be informed, substantially, if I
could attribute the loss of the Maine to any
special mechanical agency or to any person
or persons. I replied that I had no know-
ledge that would enable me to form a judg-
ment in those particulars. I 'was then pressed
as to possibilities instead of probabilities.
When the investigation took a hypothetical

character, I explained a mechanical means
whereby the Maine could have been blown up,
and referred to persons who werein a position
which would have enabled them to blow her
up had they been so inclined. It was well
understood on both sides that no charge was
made, since no evidence existed. The plan
shown was of my own conception. The com-
mittee was informed that the watering popu-
lation of Havana was Spanish, not Cuban;also
that there were many Spaniards in Havana
who,presumably had more or less knowledge
of torpedoes and submarine mines, and who
could have blown up the Maine had they so
desired. This personal phase of the investi-
gation was not pleasant to me, because it did
not deal with known actualities, but, beyond
doubt, the committee was right in pressing
‘the inquiry as far as it deemed necessary.
The loss of the Maine was not a subject of
investigation in which the committee was
likely to feel unduly inclined to deference
toward any persons whatever.

The mechanical plan is shown on page

391
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393. The Maine, A, swinging in a complete
circle around the fixed mooring-buoy, B,
would have covered progressively every part
of the area bounded by the dotted line
shown in the diagram. Therefore at some
time during her swing she would have been
over a mine planted anywhere in that area,
as at (. To blow her up, therefore, would
have been an easy matter, if a mine could
have been so planted w ithout suspicion. It
would have been chiefly a question of time
to await the favorable moment, and of Im-
munity from suspicion and arrest. Many
lighters were moving about in the harbor
every day; some passed and repassed the
Maine in various directions. Could a lighter,
taking advantage of this traffic, have pro-
ceeded past the Maine along any route, as
DE, crossing the area of danger, and have
dropped a mine without detection? It is
believed that she could have succeeded
even though every person on board the
Maine had been looking at her at the time.
The method that I conceive could have been
employed was explained by me to Captain
Sampson and Commander (Converse on board
the JMontgomery. Each, in turn, had been In
charge of the Torpedo School at Newport.
Theyadmitted that the plan was feasible, and
when I pointed to a lighter passing ahead
of the Montgomery, each admitted that if she
were then dropping a mine, according to the
plan deseribed, we could not detect her in
the act. It was maintained, however, that it
would require about twelve persons of differ-
ent kinds of skill, in collusion, to execute the
plan in its entirety.

The diagram represents my idea of such a
lighter and of her procedure. Under adecked
lighter of large capacity is slung a mine so
loaded that its specific gravity, as a whole,
is only slightly greater than that of the har-
bor water. Let it weigh, say, one hundred
pounds in water. It is slung from a tripping-
bar within the lighter, the slings passing
through tubes which are let into the bottom
of the lighter and extend upward above the
level of the outside water. Insulated wires
lead forward from the mine and through a
similar tube to a reel mounted within the
lighter. If a lighter, so prepared, is slowly
towed through the water, or preferably
driven slowly by a noisy geared engine, of
the type seen in Havana, she can drop her
mine on ranges, unobserved, as she may
choose. The mine being wholly submerged,
no wave will be noticed on letting go; there
will be no jump of the lighter, any more
than would be evident were one of her crew to
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fall overboard. Withaheavy lighter there will
be no sudden change of speed; at least, this
can be provided against by opening the
throttle of the engine wider at the right
time. When the mine drops, the electrical
wires pay out automatically. The lighter
goes alongside a wharf or anchors. She may
land her wires, if opportunity serves. At the
right moment, the explosion is caused elec-
trically on board the lighter. She leaves her
berth, drops her wires elsewhere, and dis-
poses of her fittings.

On board the Maine the greatest watch-
fulness was observed against measures of
this kind; not that I believed we should be
blown up, but as a proper precaution in a
port of unfriendly feeling toward us. On the
day of the explosion, or the day before, I
caused ten or twelve reports to be made to
me concerning a single lighter that passed
and repassed the Maine. She did not pass
within what I may call the area of danger,
and she was not of a type to have carried out
the plan just set forth.

Indwelling on these problematical matters
it should not be thought that it is intended
to point to any personal responsibility for
the Maine disaster. I shall not break my
rule of reserve, but, short of accusation,
investigation of so horrible a disaster may
pursue any promising line of thought, even
beyond suspicion and into the domain of ab-
stract possibility.

It cannot be doubted that a large number
of the people of the United States have
refused to relieve Spain of moral responsi-
bility for the loss of the Maine. In conver-
sation with many Americans, and, notably,
with a distinguished citizen who has held
high public office at home as well as high
diplomatic office abroad, I have gathered
points in what the latter gentleman calls an
indictment. Since these points indicate
public opinion in considerable degree, it
may be of interest to set them forth here,
especially as they may have guided public
action indirectly through individual activity.

Spain, in respect to Cuba, was not friendly
to the United States. Havana was heavily
fortified on the sea-front, not against Cuba,
but, obviously, against the United States.
The Maine was not welcome at Havana.
Her coming was officially opposed on the
ground that it might produce an adverse
demonstration. By officials she was treated
with outward courtesy; otherwise, she was
made to feel that she was unwelcome. She
was taken to a special mooring-buoy—a buoy
that, according to the testimony given before
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the United States naval court of inquiry,
was apparently reserved for some purpose
not known. She was taken to this buoy by
an official Spanish pilot, and she was blown
up at that buoy by an explosion from the
outside. Therefore there must have been a
mine under the laine’s berth when she en-
tered the harbor, or a mine must have been
planted at her berth after her arrival. In
either case, the Maine should have heen pro-
tected by the Spanish government. She was
not informed of the existence of a mine at
her berth, or cautioned in any wise against
danger from mines or torpedoes. In her at-
titude of initial and reiterated friendship,
she was powerless to search her mooring-
berth. She was obliged to assume a due
sense of responsibility on the part of the
Spanish authorities. Yet it hasnot appeared
that they took any measures to guard her.
Mining plants for harbor defense, and their
electrical connections, are always under the
express control of governments, and in
charge of a few people who alone have the
secret of position and control. Therefore
responsibility for accident, or worse, is
centralized and specific. At Havana the
regulations were severe against the owner-
ship of explosives by private parties. The
government controlled the importation and
sale of explosives with great rigor. It was
seemingly impracticable to obtain any large
amount of explosives, except through the
acquiescence of some official. A knowledge
of the secret operation of large mines as
against due official vigilance was not likely
to be possessed at Havana by private parties
acting alone. After theexplosionthe Spanish
authoritiesendeavored tocontrolaccesstothe
Maine and to prevent an independent investi-
gation by the United States. Although they
demanded an investigation of the interior of
the JMaine for themselves, they objected to an
exterior investigation by the United States.
The Spanish government in Cuba had allowed
rioters to go unpunished. The Spanish inves-
tigation was superficial and its findings were
prejudged by officials. After the explosion
there was not a free-handed demonstration
that no mines had existed in the harbor of
Havana at the Maine’s berth at the time
of the explosion. A general declaration by
General Weyler that there were no mines
planted during his administration was not ac-
ceptable to the people of the United States.
The war developed the fact that the Span-
1ards had mines in large number in Cuba. It
was known in the United States that there
were mines, planted or unplanted, at Havana.
VoL. LVIL.—51.
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On April 6 the “Heraldo,” the leading
and most influential evening paper in Madrid,
published a very circumstantial interview
with Vice-Admiral Beranger, secretary of
the navy in the last Conservative cabinet of
Spain. Among other things, he stated that
an attack on their island ports was not to be
feared, because “ Havana, as well as Cien-
fuegos, Nuevitas,and Santiago, are defended
by electrical and automobile torpedoes, which
can be worked at a great distance [have a

DIAGRAM SHOWING HOW A MINE MIGHT HAVE BEEN
PLACED UNDER THE “MAINE.”

large radius of action]. Sefior Cinovas de
Castillo, who did not neglect these things,
arranged, In agreement with me, for the
shipping to Cuba of one hundred and ninety
torpedoes, which are surely located in these
ports at present. The transportation and
istallation of these war machines was in
charge of the distinguished torpedoist Sefior
Chacon.” Céanovas, it will be remembered,
was assassinated on August 8, 1897.
Notwithstanding the influence on public
opinion in the United States flowing from
these considerations, the war was officially
prosecuted independent of the affair of the
Maine. Certainlyno American is likely to feel
more deeply than I in respect to any policy
growing out of that great disaster; but it is
very gratifying to my national pride that we,
as a nation, have been proof against all suspi-
cionand againstall argument, short of actusl
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demonstration. We have -heard much of the
motto, “ Remember the Maine.” If we are
satisfied that the Maine was blown up from
the outside we have a right to remember
her with indignation; but without more con-
clusive evidence than we now have, we are
‘not right if we charge criminality to persons.
Therefore I conceive that the motto, “ Re-
member the Maine,” used as a war-cry would
not have been justifiable. I should like to
make the point here, as I have made it else-
where, that this great and free country, with
its education, good intention, and universal
moral influence, may go to war to punish,
but not to revenge. Improperly applied, the
motto, “Remember the Maine,” savors too
much of revenge, too much of evil for evil;
but it may be used in an entirely worthy sense.

During the recent war with Spain about
seventy-five men were killed and wounded in
the United States navy. Only fifteen were
killed. On board the Maine two hundred
and fifty-four men were killed outright and
otRers died later—more thanseventeen times
as many as were killed in the United States
navy by the Spanish land and naval forces
during the entire war. In the way that the
men of the Maine died and suffered there
was enough of the heroic to provide a sound
foundation for the motto, “ Remember the

¢ It may be said on the authority of Captain John R.
Bartlett, during the war chief intelligence officer of the
navy: “The signal, ‘Remember the Maine,” has never
been displayed on a United States man-of-war or by the
army or navy, with one exception. A signal quarter-
master (an enlisted man) of the Coast Signal Service
- hoisted the signal from the station at Port Eads, at the

FACSIMILE OF THE DESPATCH WRITTEN ON AN ENVELOP, SENT ON THE NIGHT OF THE EXPLOSION.
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Maine.” Let me dismiss the prevailing im-
pression that this motto was used in the
United States navy, in the recent war, as a
battle-signal. No United States naval vessel
has entered into action flying the signal,
“Remember the Maine.” I am glad that it
can be so stated; yet one may excuse many
mistaken expressions in the heat of action.!

On July 13, when I boarded the wreck of
the Infanta Maria Teresa as she lay on the
rocks of Cuba, with dead men still in her, 1
believed and said, as I stood there, that al-
though the Spanish vessels had been brought
to ruin after full preparation and in fair
fight, the greater dignity belonged to the
Maine, which was lost on the instant and
without warning.

A naval commander both idealizes and
personifies his ship. When he leaves her—
or loses her—he dismisses from his mind the
petty vexations of sea life and remembers
only the nobler qualities of his shipmates
and his ship. I shall always remember the
Maine with as much pride as any commander
who is completely satisfied with his command
could possibly feel. The officers and men
who were lost with the Maine were as worthy
and true patriots as those we have lost in
battle. Their fate was a sadder one. May
God be good to them!

mouth of the Mississippi, when a transport loaded with
troops was passing out to sea In reporting the pass-
ing out of the transport, as was his duty, the quarter-
master added to his message to headquarters the fact
of display of signal, which was received with great en-
thusiasm by the troops. He was severely reprimanded
by return message over the wires.”—THE EDITOR. |
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